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Dear Reader,

This year marks The Protection Project’s 10-year anniversary 
as part of the Foreign Policy Institute at The Johns Hopkins 
University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS). It also marks 10 years of The Protection Project’s efforts 
to promote and protect human rights in the United States and 
throughout the world in accordance with the international human 
rights legal framework, founded upon the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. 

While we, as an international community, have come a long way 
since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which celebrated its 60th anniversary just last year, many of the 
Declaration’s ideals continue to remain elusive today, and even 
as we succeed in tackling some long-standing obstacles, new 

challenges inevitably arise. 

Recognizing the enduring need to persevere toward the attainment 
of human rights for all, The Protection Project looks forward to 

another 10 years of efforts directed toward reaching this goal. 

This work would not be possible without partnerships that 
transcend borders, religions, cultures, and professional disciplines. 
The Protection Project is grateful to work side by side with 
exceptional human rights advocates representing all sectors of 
society, including governments, civil society, and the academia.  
It is a long list, and we are deeply grateful to every one of  

our partners. 

We would like to express our particular gratitude, however, to 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International 
Studies (SAIS), which has provided invaluable support throughout 

our years here.    

In celebrating these 10 years, we look back at 10 representative 
initiatives taken in each of the various realms of our work, and we 
hope that this trip down memory lane will give you a good idea 
about our mission, our work, and if you are new to The Protection 
Project, an introduction to who we are.  
 
  

Mohamed Mattar
Executive Director

November 2, 2009



Who We Are

The Protection Project is a human rights research and training institute at The Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), in Washington, DC. 

Our Mission

The elimination of human rights violations around the world. 

Our Activities

•	 Monitoring and reporting on human rights violations

•	 Raising public awareness about international human rights

•	 Conducting training and capacity-building programs in support of human rights, rule of 

law, and equitable access to justice

•	 Strengthening civil society by building global coalitions and networks

•	 Designing, developing, and teaching courses on international human rights

•	 Providing technical assistance to governments in drafting and implementing anti-

trafficking legislation

•	 Drafting model laws on human rights, especially on protection of women and children

•	 Building the international skill set in human rights research and advocacy by 

facilitating international professional exchange and academic opportunities

•	 Advising governments, civil society, and the academia on pressing human rights issues

•	 Supporting the efforts of human rights advocates around the world

Promotion of respect for 
international human rights

Enhancement of access to justiceStrengthening 
the rule of law

Protection of 
human security 

Elimination of 
trafficking 
in persons

Growth of a more vibrant 
and engaged civil society 

Engagement of citizens 
in the political process

Advancement of human 
rights education
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 1. “State Reporting under the Arab 
Charter on Human Rights”: An 
Official Meeting of the League of 
Arab States in Cairo, Egypt   
(July 2009).

This official meeting of the League of Arab 
States was organized by The Protection 
Project to explore the monitoring and 
reporting provisions under the Arab Charter 
on Human Rights, which 
entered into force in March 
2008. The workshop covered 
in detail the civil and political 
rights, as well as the economic, 
social and cultural rights 
stipulated in the Arab Charter 
in relation to State reporting 
obligations. Participants 
included representatives 
of the 22 Arab countries. 
The Protection Project had 
organized a similar official 
meeting of the League of Arab 
States in October 2007, on 
the Status of Anti-Trafficking 
Legislation in the Arab World. 

2. “Legislative Drafting”: A Workshop 
in Istanbul, Turkey (March 2009).

This workshop was carried out by The 
Protection Project in cooperation with the 
International Republican Institute (IRI) 
for representatives of the Iraqi Ministry of 
Justice. Addressing the concept of legislative 
drafting comprehensively, the workshop 
focused on issues ranging from its scope, 

definition, and purpose to the importance 
of form, language and structure. Most 
importantly, however, the workshop sought 
to build the Iraqi participants’ capacity 
in drafting human rights legislation in 
accordance with international standards 
and Iraqi human rights commitments, with 
special attention paid to minorities’ rights, a 
particularly important human rights issue in 
the Iraqi context. 

The Protection Project is 
committed to working throughout 
the world with all who are willing 
to make a difference in fighting 
violations of human rights. 

Therefore, The Protection 
Project regularly conducts 
international workshops and 
conferences in cooperation with 
civil society leaders and regional 
organizations, carries out 
capacity-building programs for 
non-governmental practitioners 
and government officials, and 
engages representatives of 
international organizations 
in bringing international 
mechanisms of human rights 
protection closer to those who 
need them most.

“Regional Human Rights Mechanisms: The European Convention and the Arab Charter”: An International Conference  
in Bologna, Italy (December 2-3, 2008).
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3. “Drafting Shadow Reports”:  
A Workshop in Istanbul, Turkey  
(January 2009).

This workshop was carried out by The Protection 
Project in cooperation with the International 
Republican Institute (IRI) for representatives of Iraqi 
civil society groups working to advance the rights 
of women. The workshop focused on building the 
capacity of participants to successfully reach out to 
the international system through the shadow reporting 
mechanism under the United Nations Convention on 
the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW). As such, the workshop explored 
the reports’ importance as alternative sources of 
information for the CEDAW Committee in its evaluation 
of State Party reports submitted in accordance with 
their reporting obligations under the convention, and 
provided training on effective shadow report preparation 
and submission to the CEDAW Committee.  

4. “Volunteerism: Innovative Practice and 
Pathways for Future Engagement”: An 
International Workshop in Nanjing, China 
(December 2008).

This workshop was carried out by The Protection 
Project at The Johns Hopkins University-

Nanjing University Center for Chinese and American 
Studies and focused on exploring the concept of 
volunteerism as an effective means of advancing 
international development and enhancing access 
to justice. Particular attention was paid to the role 
of academic, professional, governmental, non-
governmental, and private sector communities in 
volunteer work through such means as internships, 
externships, pro-bono legal work, and initiatives in the 
realm of corporate social responsibility. Participants from 
China, the United States, and other countries included 
representatives of youth groups, law schools, legal aid 
centers, as well as legal professionals, experts in pro-
bono work, and leaders in building communities  
of volunteers. 

5. “Regional Human Rights Mechanisms: 
The European Convention and the Arab 
Charter”: An International Conference in 
Bologna, Italy (December 2008).

This international conference was carried out by The 
Protection Project in cooperation with the Bologna 
Center of The Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) and the Center 
for Constitutional Studies and Democratic Development 
(CCSDD) affiliated with the University of Bologna and 
the Bologna Center. The conference sought to build 

on the momentum generated by the entry into force 
of the Arab Charter on Human Rights in March 2008, 
a significant step forward in the official commitment 
to international human rights in the Arab world. 
In recognizing the achievements in human rights 
protection in Europe stemming from the European 
Convention on Human Rights, the conference sought 
to learn from the European experience, and to study 
the provisions of the European Convention and the 
Arab Charter in a comparative perspective. Presenters 
included leading international human rights scholars 
from Europe, Canada, the United States, and the 
Middle East, as well as a representative from the 

“Volunteerism: Innovative Practice and Pathways for Future 
Engagement”: An International Workshop in Nanjing, China 
(December 8-9, 2008).
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United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR). Attendees included scholars 
of human rights law and students from University of 
Bologna and the Bologna Center.  

6. “Islam, CEDAW and Women’s Rights: 
Reservations to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW)”: An International 
Workshop in Tunis, Tunisia (August 2008).

This workshop was carried out by The Protection 
Project in cooperation with the Center for Arab Women 
Training and Research (CAWTAR), based in Tunis, 
Tunisia and focused on a comprehensive analysis 
of Muslim countries’ reservations to CEDAW and 
recommendations, based in Islamic jurisprudence, for 
removal of such reservations. As such, the workshop 
explored Islamic fiqh in a comparative perspective with 
the provisions of CEDAW, and analyses of case studies 
from Muslim countries that have removed reservations. 
Presenters and participants included human rights 
scholars and advocates, experts in Islamic fiqh, and 
government officials from the Middle East and  
North Africa. 

7. “Clinical Legal Education: Comparative 
Models”:  A Workshop in Istanbul, Turkey 
(April 2008).

This workshop was carried out by The Protection 
Project in cooperation with the Legal Clinic staff of 
the Bilgi University in Istanbul, Turkey. The workshop 
focused on the concept of legal aid through legal clinics 
affiliated with universities, the necessary foundations 

for establishing legal clinics, expanding access to 
justice through legal clinics, clinical teaching methods, 
and cooperation with Bar associations to promote the 
delivery of pro bono legal assistance. Participants in 
the workshop included clinical experts from around 
the world, including the United States, South Africa, 
Poland, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and beyond.  

“State Reporting under the Arab Charter on Human Rights”: An Official Meeting of the League of Arab States in Cairo, Egypt 
(July 4-5, 2009).
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8. “Family Laws in the Muslim World: 
Comparative Perspectives”: An 
International Conference in Fes, Morocco 
(December 2007).

Under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI, this conference was carried out by The 
Protection Project in cooperation with the Fondation 
Esprit de Fés, to explore Morocco’s recent reforms 
of its Personal Status Law, the Mudawana, from the 
perspective of its harmonization with the international 
human rights of women and children. Discussion 
topics included international family law, Islamic family 
law, as well as an overview of the history, reform, and 
provisions of the reformed Moroccan Mudawana, and 
the activism and coalitions among women’s rights 
advocates and religious scholars that led to its reforms 
under the leadership of the King. The conference 
likewise explored the reform agenda for the Muslim 
world and discussed the lessons that can be learned 
from the Mudawana reform process. Presenters 
included religious scholars and feminist leaders and 
advocates from the Middle East and North Africa, and 
attendees included government officials, scholars, 
advocates and students interested in the Mudawana 
reforms and women’s and children’s rights under 
family law. 

9. “Violence Against Children”: An 
International Workshop in Ankara, 
Turkey (August-September 2007).

This workshop, carried out by The Protection Project 
in cooperation with the Middle East Technical 
University (METU), addressed the legal premises 
for the protection of children from violence under 
international law, constitutional law, customary law, 
and regional human rights conventions. Special topics 
in violence against children were covered by various 
speakers, including the effects of domestic violence on 
children, children’s conflict with the law and juvenile 
justice, children working on the street, trafficking of 
children, the involvement of children in armed conflict, 
corporal punishment in schools, and the prevention of 
violence against children. Participants and speakers 
included human rights scholars and representatives of 
international organizations. 

10. “Preparing Iraqi Women as Leaders, 
Advocates and Participants in the Political 
Process”: A Training Program in Baghdad, 
Iraq (December 2004).

This training program, carried out by The Protection 
Project in cooperation with the University of Baghdad, 
focused on training civil society participants in 
advocating on behalf of their constituencies, and 
reaching out to women in anticipation of the Iraqi 
elections which took place in 2005 to educate them 
about their rights and role in the political process.
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The Protection Project is vested 
in making a difference in the 
United States. 

In doing so, The Protection 
Project, has, throughout the 
years, convened a variety of 
conferences, symposia, and 
seminars focusing on cutting-
edge human rights issues of 
our day—to lead the national 
discussion and to raise 
awareness of key challenges.

1. “Trafficking in Persons as a Form 
of Violence Against Women,” in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) 
(November 2, 2009).

On November 2, 2009, The Protection 
Project is convening its Fourth Annual 
Symposium in issues of trafficking in 
persons. The Symposium Series, which 
takes place annually at The Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International 
Studies (SAIS) is designed to bring to 
the fore emerging issues in trafficking in 
persons, and to serve as a leading forum 
for national debate and discussion on 
cutting-edge topics relating to the issue 
of trafficking in persons. This year, the 
symposium will address the issue of 
trafficking in persons as a form of violence 
against women, and explore the following 
topics: physical, psychological, and social 
health consequences of trafficking in 
persons, trafficking for non-commercial sex 
(marriage and mail-order brides) as a form 

of violence against women, as well as the 
issue of demand. The symposium will aim 
to put forth recommendations in responding 
to trafficking in persons through the prism 
of violence against women, such as through 
increased services enhancing access to 
justice for victims and effective strategies 
toward reducing the vulnerability of women 
to violence and trafficking as a form of 
prevention. Related forms of violence against 
women will be explored, such as violence 
against women in the home and prostitution 
as a form of violence against women. 

2. “The Egyptian Perspective: 
Towards a New Approach to 
Achieving Peace in the Middle East,” 
in Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS)  
(April 28, 2009).

In cooperation with the Embassy of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, The Protection 
Project hosted a seminar exploring on 
regional and international security in the 

Middle East. While the seminar focused on 
achieving peace in the Middle East, and, 
more specifically, Egypt’s ideas and role 
in contributing to this goal, speakers also 
discussed the broader issues at play, such 
as U.S. and Iranian politics and foreign 
policy priorities, the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and internal Egyptian political 
dynamics. Speakers included leading 
Egyptian political and academic figures.  

3. “The Economics of Trafficking 
in Persons,” in Washington, DC, 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (November 10, 2008).

The Protection Project’s Third Annual 
Symposium in its Symposium Series on 
cutting-edge issues in trafficking in persons, 
focused on the important economic factors 
that drive and contribute to the problem, as 
well as the potential responses, centering 
on those creating economic disincentives 
for traffickers, and that engage actors 
in the international system of financial 
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transactions in intercepting trafficking-related 
transactions. The symposium explored such issues as 
the application of the law of supply and demand to 
the illicit trafficking market, the economic drivers of 

child labor exploitation in the agricultural market, and, 
more broadly, the financial revenues to traffickers and 
financial losses to the international community resulting 
from labor trafficking. Related issues, such as money 

laundering, the economics of the organ trade, child sex 
tourism, and the international trade in pornography 
were likewise examined. Finally, recommendations 
were put forth, such as those advocating policies 
allowing for the confiscation of traffickers and engaging 
banks and other financial actors to target demand by 
detecting illicit online transactions made by purchasers 
of child pornography. 

4. “Islamic Veiling: A Symbol of Tradition 
or Progressivity?” in Washington, DC, Johns 
Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS)  
(February 27, 2008).

This seminar, hosted by The Protection Project, explored 
the often provocative topic of Islamic veiling at a time 
when the issue is being debated in the European civil 
and religious rights context especially. The seminar 
focused on the history of the Islamic veiling tradition, as 
well as its religious, traditional, and political symbolism. 

Embassy Luncheon, U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report 2009: An Open Dialogue with Ambassador-at-Large 
to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, Luis C. de Baca in Washington, DC (June 30, 2009).
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5. “Human Trafficking and Freedom,” in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (December 03, 2007).

The Protection Project hosted this forum in cooperation 
with the Freedom House, a leading non-profit institute 
focusing on issues of freedom around the world. The 
forum examined the relationship between the level of 
freedom in a given country and governmental efforts 
to combat human trafficking, including the importance 
and impact of anti-trafficking legislation and the role of 
education in the prevention of human trafficking and 
related issues. 

6. “Incorporating Trafficking in Persons 
in Human Rights Curricula in Universities 
in the United States and Abroad,” in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (November 27, 2007).

The Protection Project’s Second Annual Symposium 
in its Symposium Series on cutting-edge issues in 
trafficking in persons was devoted to advancing 
academic teaching and scholarship of trafficking 

in persons in institutions of higher education. U.S. 
and international scholars discussed strategies for 
teaching the subject of trafficking in persons as part 
of existing international human rights curricula, as 
well as a stand-alone course. Universities with human 
rights programs were surveyed on the current status 
of academic content in which trafficking in persons is 
addressed and The Protection Project’s Association of 
Scholars of Trafficking in Persons was launched. 

7.  “Middle East Agenda for Reform: 
Challenges and Opportunities,” in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (April 18, 2007).

This conference, organized by The Protection Project, 
focused on examining the current human rights and 
rule of law agenda in the Middle East, and exploring 
the challenges and opportunities for reform in these 

Seminar at The Protection Project in cooperation with Freedom House on “Human Trafficking and Freedom” in  
Washington, DC (December 3, 2007).
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realms. A comprehensive analysis of the human rights 
situation in the Middle East was undertaken, existing 
mechanisms for the protection of human rights were 
discussed, and the importance of the indigenous role 
of Middle Eastern countries in their reform process 
was emphasized. As such, presenters introduced new 
initiatives and best practices from around the region, 
addressing those in the political, economic, social and 
cultural realms. 

8. “New Challenges in the Fight against 
Trafficking in Persons: Combating Child 
Sex Tourism and Child Pornography on 
the Internet,” in Washington, DC, Johns 
Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS)  
(November 28, 2006).

The Protection Project’s First Annual Symposium in its 
Symposium Series on cutting edge issues in trafficking 
in persons was devoted to bringing greater attention to 
the topics of child sex tourism and child pornography 
on the Internet. The symposium addressed the scope 
of the problem of child sex tourism and of child 
pornography in the U.S. and around the world, and 
focused on analyzing efforts being carried out to 

combat both phenomena, as well as recommendations 
for improvements in this realm. Special attention 
was paid to the role of the private sector, including 
the tourism sector, as well as international financial 
institutions, in combating child sex tourism and child 
pornography, respectively. Public-private partnerships 
were likewise emphasized. To bring greater awareness 
of the issues, a recent book and films on the subjects 
were presented. 

9. “Women’s Rights Under the New 
Iraqi Constitution,” March 07, 2006 in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (March 7, 2006).

This seminar, hosted by The Protection Project in 
cooperation with the U.S. Institute of Peace, focused 
on exploring the provisions relating to women’s rights 
in the new Iraqi Constitution, promulgated in 2005. 
The speakers focused on whether women’s rights 
were protected under the new Constitution, as well as 
whether any potential conflicts may arise relating to the 
inclusion of Islamic Sharia as one of the key sources of 
Iraqi legislation. 

10. The Protection Project Seminar Series, in 
Washington, DC, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) (2000-2003).

The Protection Project organized over 50 seminars 
focusing on key issues in the field of trafficking in 
persons. The seminar series was instrumental in 
educating the public, as well as anti-trafficking 
practitioners on the issue of trafficking in persons in 
the early years following the passage of the landmark 
U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) in 2000. 
The seminars addressed numerous topics aimed at 
advancing the understanding of the law, as well as 
its effective implementation. These diverse topics 
included: forms of trafficking in persons covered by 
the TVPA, rehabilitation and healing for survivors of 
trafficking, the relationship between trafficking and 
HIV/AIDS, the demand for trafficking of women and 
children, civil compensation for victims of trafficking, 
and numerous other topics. 
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Initiatives in Academic Exchange, Experiential 
Learning, and  Recognition of Exceptional 
Work in International Human Rights

1. The Protection Project’s 
International Human Rights 
Internship Program.

Now in its 10th year, The Protection Project’s 
internship program has been and continues 
to be the cornerstone of The Protection 
Project’s efforts to engage students in 
international human rights work. Each 
semester, The Protection Project offers a 
human rights internship program based 
in Washington, DC, for a period of three 
months. Interns have the opportunity to 
work closely with The Protection Project’s 
staff members to supplement their 
undergraduate and graduate studies through 
practical research projects, analysis of legal 
materials, contributions to publications 
and speeches, and by assisting in the 
organization of seminars and conferences. 
The Protection Project provides the 
interns with professional work experience, 
networking opportunities, and skills and 
knowledge in the field of international 
human rights. 

2. The Protection Project’s 
International Human Rights 
Fellowship. 

Since 2005, The Protection Project’s 
International Human Rights Fellowship 
program has provided a rigorous academic 
and professional experience in the field 
of human rights for outstanding non-U.S. 
professionals working for non-governmental 
organizations or governmental agencies 
and who exhibit a concerned interest in 
and commitment to furthering the respect 
for human rights in their home countries. 
The purpose of the fellowship is to foster 
both grassroots and government-level 
leadership and support for the promotion of 
human rights values in targeted countries 
throughout the world. Fellowship recipients 
have the opportunity to conduct research on 
international human rights and to organize a 
seminar or conference on an issue related to 
their research topics. The fellowship is made 
possible through a generous contribution 
from Dr. Aria Mehrabi, a Johns Hopkins 
University-SAIS alumnus and Principal of 
Pacific Star Capital in Los Angeles, CA.

The first International Human Rights Fellow, 
Ms. Anil Gurtuna from Turkey, conducted 
extensive research on the issue of Secular 
Islam in Turkey, and presented her research 
at a seminar she organized on this topic at 
The Protection Project in May 2005. 

The second International Human Rights 
Fellow, Ms. Nazek El-Wakeel from Egypt, 
focused on conducting research relating to 
reform aimed at greater compliance with 
international human rights standards in the 
Middle East, and organized a conference 
on “Middle East Agenda for Reform: 
Challenges and Opportunities,” in  
April 2007. 

The third International Human Rights 
Fellow, Ms. Esraa Adlan from Egypt, spent 
the 2008 fall semester with The Protection 
Project and focused her research on a 
variety of human rights issues of particular 
concern to the Middle East and  
North Africa. 

Fostering professional and 
academic exchange, as well as 
developing learning opportunities, 
is key to advancing scholarship 
and building networks of 
advocates. 

Recognizing exceptional efforts 
in human rights work encourages 
future generations of leaders. 

To foster national and international 
exchange and to encourage 
existing and emerging leadership 
in international human rights, The 
Protection Project implements 
a variety of initiatives aimed at 
promoting learning, scholarship, 
research, and other endeavors 
undertaken by individuals to 
advance respect for human rights.
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3. The Protection Project’s Applied Research 
Program in International Human Rights.

The Protection Project’s Applied Research Program in 
International Human Rights is a summer fellowship 
open to Johns Hopkins University-SAIS students to 
conduct applied field research on a topic of his or her 
choice relating to human rights and the strengthening 
of the rule of law in the Middle East. The purpose of the 
program is to encourage professional, academic, and 

cultural exchange and to promote the practical 
application of human rights scholarship. The experience 
is intended to foster a greater understanding of the 
Middle East and the movement toward human rights 
reform in this part of the world among students studying 
international relations. In 2007, the first selected 
fellow, Ms. Hillary Wehr, conducted field research in 
Egypt on the teaching of human rights at universities 
in the country. 

4. The Protection Project Human Rights 
Conference Prize.

The Protection Project Human Rights Conference Prize 
is a scholarship awarded to exceptional Johns Hopkins 
University-SAIS students, who exhibit an interest in and 
commitment to human rights, to attend an international 
human rights conference. The purpose of the prize is to 
expose students to current issues in the field of human 
rights. Students compete for the prize by drafting a 
motivational statement and exhibiting proven interest in 
international human rights. 

The first prize in this competitive process was granted 
during the 2007-2008 academic year to Ms. Jill Craig 
from the United States to attend the United Nations 
Global Initiative to Fight Trafficking  (UN.GIFT) Vienna 
Forum in Vienna, Austria (February 13-15, 2008). 

The prize for the 2008-2009 academic year was 
granted to Ms. Jessica Morrison from the United 
States to attend the conference entitled “Regional 
Human Rights Mechanisms: The European Convention 
on Human Rights and the Arab Charter on Human 
Rights” at the SAIS Bologna Center in Bologna, Italy, 
on December 2-3, 2008.

Human Rights Research Associates and Legal Research Associates at The Protection Project in Washington, DC (Fall 2009).
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5. The Protection Project Human Rights 
Photography Contest.

In 2008, in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the adoption 
of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
The Protection Project launched a Human Rights Photography 
contest open to professional and amateur photographers 
who have taken captivating images relating to some of the 
most pressing contemporary human rights issues of today. 
The contest is open to anyone who wishes to contribute their 
artistic perspective, and the first three prizes are awarded to 
those photographers who best capture in an image the current 
struggles for international human rights.  

6. The Trafficking in Persons Dissertation 
Scholarship.

One of The Protection Project’s newest initiatives, the Trafficking 
in Persons Dissertation Scholarship program, awards a one 
month research scholarship in Washington, DC, to a PhD 
student from any country in the world who is writing his or 
her PhD dissertation on trafficking in persons. The aim of the 
program is to promote research in a specific field of human 
trafficking. The student spends one month in Washington, DC, 
taking advantage of the wide range of libraries and research 
institutes that operate in the capital, while gaining exposure to 

Winning photo of The Protection Project Human Rights Photo Contest (2008), “My Daily Routine,” by Gautam Pandey.
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the Washington, DC anti-trafficking community and 
taking part in the activities of The Protection Project. 
The program likewise includes the supervision of 
dissertation preparation by Dr. Mohamed Y. Mattar, 
Executive Director of The Protection Project, who is 
currently supervising dissertations in Canada, Egypt, 
Syria, and Turkey.

7. The Protection Project Best  
Publication Award.

As a sign of gratitude for their generosity and 
commitment to the cause of human rights, The 
Protection Project is launching The Alicia and Arthur 
Winn Best Publication Award. The award will be 
granted to the author(s) of a comprehensive text that 
best analyzes the issue of trafficking in persons globally 
and makes recommendations for appropriate responses 
to combat this problem. 

8. The Protection Project’s Online 
International Human Rights Courses.

The Protection Project teaches two online courses on 
human rights: “International Human Rights: Theory 
and Practice,” and “International Human Rights: 
Case Studies.” These courses are designed to provide 

participants with a basic understanding of the main 
issues related to theory of and practice in international 
human rights, and to then apply that knowledge to 
practical case studies based on actual human rights 
cases litigated before international human rights 
tribunals. The foundational course covers in detail the 
international legal instruments that constitute the basis 
for international human rights, and explores critical 
issues in women’s rights, children’s rights, minorities’ 
rights, religious rights, and ethnic rights. The advanced 
case method course then addresses each of those issues 
through the prism of practical case studies. 

9. The Association of Scholars of  
Trafficking in Persons.

In November 2007, The Protection Project launched the 
“Association of Scholars of Trafficking in Persons,” which 
seeks to create a forum for professors and scholars 
in the field of trafficking in persons. The purpose of 
the association is to promote information sharing 
among experts in trafficking and serve as a platform 
for constructive dialogue in the field of international 
trafficking in persons by engaging its members in joint 
initiatives, conferences and other activities. To foster the 
development of this network of scholars, The Protection 
Project has launched a specialized website where 

professors’ syllabi, upcoming conferences, and latest 
publications on the issue of trafficking in persons are 
constantly updated.

10. The Protection Project Human  
Rights Award. 

The Protection Project Human Rights Award is reserved 
for outstanding activism and leadership in the field 
of human rights. On November 2, 2009, and in 
celebrating The Protection Project’s 10-year anniversary 
at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS), the first award will be 
given to Mrs. Laura Lederer, one of the pioneers of the 
global movement to combat trafficking in persons, and 
founder and former director of The Protection Project. 
She has also served as a Senior Advisor on Human 
Trafficking at the U.S. Department of State, has 
testified before Congress, written numerous articles, 
and given speeches on the problem throughout the 
world. Mrs. Lederer is currently Vice-President of 
Global Centurion, a non-profit organization dedicated 
to fighting child sexual slavery.
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1. Testifying before the U.S. Congress, 
U.S. State Legislatures, and Foreign 
Parliaments. 

Monitoring the status of trafficking 
in persons, and the effectiveness of 
governmental responses to the problem is 
key to ensuring that anti-trafficking policy 
is continuously improved. The Protection 
Project has therefore assisted U.S. and 
foreign lawmakers in monitoring efforts to 
combat trafficking in persons by testifying 
in front of committees overseeing responses 
to the issue of trafficking and elaborating 
recommendations for more effective 
legislation and policy. 

The Protection Project has testified before 
the U.S. Congress:

♦ In April 2008, The Protection Project 
gave a Congressional Briefing, as part of 
the Capitol Hill Distinguished Speakers 
Series: Stopping Women Trafficking in 
the Muslim World, in cooperation with 
the American-Islamic Congress. At this 
briefing, The Protection Project addressed 
two important issues, namely the 
interpretation of Islamic Law as it pertains 

to trafficking in women, and the status of 
trafficking in women in the Muslim world, 
stating, that: 

“[…] Slavery is inconsistent with 
Islamic principles of freedom and 
equality [...] But what we have to 
examine and focus on is a number 
of practices that prevail today in the 
Muslim world and may constitute 
forms of trafficking in persons. […] 
Islamic law is clear in prohibiting 
all forms of exploitation, including 
prostitution. Islamic law was the 
first legal system to provide for the 
principle of non-punishment of a 
victim of trafficking for the purpose  
of prostitution.” 

♦ On September 27, 2006, The Protection 
Project testified at “Protecting Children: 
The Battle Against Child Pornography and 
Other forms of Sexual Exploitation,” a 
Hearing before the Helsinki Commission 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
At this hearing, The Protection Project 
commended the U.S. in its leadership 
and commitment to combating all 

forms of child sexual exploitation, while 
making several specific recommendations 
that would significantly strengthen the 
measures already taken to achieve better 
results, stating that: 

“There are still steps that must be 
taken to enhance the protection of 
our children against commercial 
sexual exploitation. Funding must be 
allocated to give effect to existing 
laws that call for research on effective 
mechanisms for quantifying the 
problem, identifying the victim, 
warning American travelers that sex 
tourism is a crime, and establishing 
programs to enhance state law 
enforcement officials in prosecuting 
demand and providing services for 
victims. Furthermore, since child 
prostitution, child pornography, child 
trafficking, and child sex tourism 
are transnational crimes requiring 
international policies, the U.S. effort in 
leading the world against commercial 
sexual exploitation is imperative, 
especially towards negotiating an 
international convention against 

Working in the United States and 
throughout the world to eradicate 
trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children, has and 
continues to be at the forefront of 
The Protection Project’s human 
rights activities. 

The Protection Project implements 
a comprehensive approach 
to working against this most 
egregious violation, and has, 
throughout the years, carried 
out numerous initiatives aimed 
at raising awareness on the 
issue of trafficking and assisting 
governments and civil society 
actors in developing, enacting, and 
implementing effective responses.
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Internet crimes and assisting foreign countries in 
drafting adequate and effective laws.”

♦ On July 13, 2004, The Protection Project testified on 
the topic of “Mail-order Brides: Exploited Dreams,” 
before the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 

Relations. In this testimony, The Protection Project 
addressed the issue of mail-order brides, the factors 
that have spurred the industry, and the need for 
industry regulation, stating that:

“The simplest Google search for ‘mail-order 
brides’ yields a minimum of 500,000 web page 
entries with names such as ‘The Natasha Club’, 
‘Brides4U’, ‘Plant-Love’, ‘Goodwife’, and ‘LoveMe.’ 
[…] The low start-up costs and the ease of 
creating a matchmaking organization online create 
conditions that are ripe for abusive practices. Few 
standards exist of the operation of these agencies 
other than the U.S. imposed fine for failure to 
disclose immigration information. […] The lack 
of regulation of the industry leaves it open to a 
wide array of potential criminal violations, the 
most important being the trafficking in persons 
for sex and labor under the guise of mail-order 
marriages, the ease of entry of organized crime 
into such business, and the recruitment of minors 
as potential mail-order brides, as well as the 
organization of sex tours which could involve 
minors under the guise of ‘romance tours.” 

 This hearing was instrumental toward the eventual 
passage of the International Marriage Broker 
Regulation Act (IMBRA) of 2005.

♦ On July 7, 2004, The Protection Project testified on 
“Examining U.S. Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking 
and Slavery: An Assessment of the United States’ 
Recent Legal Responses to the Problem of Trafficking 
in Persons on the Federal, State and International 
Levels,” before the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and 
Property Rights. In this testimony, The Protection 
Project addressed and assessed the various measures 
taken by the United States in its fight against human 
trafficking. The Protection Project noted the importance 
of the United States’ self-assessment efforts as a global 
leader, and emphasized the particular success of 
efforts in the promotion of NGO participation in fighting 
human trafficking, and U.S. assistance in drafting anti-
trafficking legislation in other countries, stating:

“On the international level, the U.S. has been 
active promoting a role for non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and urging foreign countries 
to allow NGOs to work to further the cause of 
human rights, including combating trafficking 
in persons as a human rights violation. This is 
important because in many countries it is the 
government that determines the degree of freedom 
an NGO enjoys while pursuing its goals. […] The 
Department of Justice has been assisting foreign 
countries in drafting anti-trafficking legislation in 

Mohamed Y. Mattar, Executive Director of The Protection 
Project testifying before the Helsinki Commission for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe on “Protecting Children: the 
Battle Against Child Pornography and Other Forms of Sexual 
Exploitation,” United States Congress, Washington, DC 
(September 27, 2006).
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compliance with the U.N. Protocol on Trafficking. 
This legislative assistance led to the formulation 
of a comprehensive anti-trafficking law in many 
countries.”

♦ On June 25, 2003, The Protection Project testified 
on “A Comparative Analysis of the Anti-trafficking 
Legislation in Foreign Countries: Towards a 
Comprehensive and Effective Legal Response to 
Combating Trafficking in Persons,” before the House 
Committee on International Relations Subcommittee 
on International Terrorism, Nonproliferation and 
Human Rights. In this testimony, with a view of 
evaluating the anti-trafficking legislative movement 
around the world, and elaborating recommendations 
for legislative improvements, The Protection Project 
examined anti-trafficking legislation from various 
countries around the world through a comparative 
analysis of the U.N. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, stating that: 

“[…] More comprehensive legislative reform is 
needed. An anti-trafficking legislation should  
not be limited to specific provisions in the 
criminal code.”

♦ On October 29, 2003, The Protection Project 
testified on the “Role of the Government in 
Combating Trafficking in Persons—A Global Human 
Rights Approach,” before the United States House of 
Representatives Committee on Government Reform 
Subcommittee on Human Rights and Wellness. In 
this testimony, The Protection Project emphasized 
the critical role that governments play in the fight 
against human trafficking. It noted and elaborated on 
specific responsibilities that governments have in  
this respect: 

(a) the responsibility to respect the human 
rights of victims of trafficking in accordance 
with international conventional law; (b) the 
responsibility to address the contributing factors 
to the trafficking infrastructure so they prevent 
acts of trafficking; (c) the responsibility to enact 
legislation to recognize all forms of sexual 
exploitation as a crime, including trafficking 
for the purpose of prostitution, trafficking for 
the purpose of pornography, trafficking for the 
purpose of mail-order brides, and sex tourism; 
(d) the responsibility to recognize trafficking as 
a serious crime; (e) the responsibility to enforce 
laws by prosecuting cases of trafficking; (f) the 
responsibility to punish all actors involved in the 

trafficking scheme, including the customer and 
the facilitators; (g) the responsibility to protect 
victims of trafficking; (h) the responsibility to 
identify victims of trafficking and assist them 
to come forward without fear of punishment; (i) 
the responsibility to facilitate the repatriation 
of victims of trafficking; (j) the responsibility 
to fight corruption and punish public officials 
who facilitate or participate in the trafficking 
enterprise; (k) the responsibility to cooperate with 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), allow 
them the freedom to work, and consult with them 
in taking the necessary measures to combat 
trafficking in persons; and (l) the responsibility 
to cooperate, sharing information, allowing 
extradition, and providing for mutual assistance 
in criminal matters.” 

♦ On June 28, 1999, prior to the passage of the U.S. 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) in 2000, 
The Protection Project testified on “The Sex Trade: 
Trafficking of Women and Children in Europe and the 
United States,” before the United States Congress 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
In this testimony, The Protection Project outlined the 
problem of human trafficking around the globe, its 
widespread prevalence, and the urgent need to take 
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concrete measures to fight it. It also emphasized the 
necessity for strong national anti-trafficking laws, 
the best of which would incorporate the Three P’s: 
prevention, prosecution, and protection. The first and 
third components were particularly noted as very few 
countries had acknowledged them in their legislation 
at the time: 

“To date, few countries have developed programs 
to prevent trafficking by educating women and 
children about how to avoid being trafficked. 
Educating men and boys not to sexually exploit 
women and  children, educating government 
officials about how to prevent trafficking and 
provide economic opportunities that will make 
women and  children less vulnerable to the lies 
and promises of traffickers. In addition, few 
countries have the kinds of laws that protect 
victims of trafficking or the services that will 
help them recover and get on with their lives. 
As a result, women who have been forced into 
prostitution often end up in jail and awaiting 
deportation, and go back to their homeland sick, 
drug-addicted, unemployed, and unemployable, 
filled with shame and fear.”

The Protection Project has testified before U.S.  
State Legislatures:

♦ On March 21, 2005, The Protection Project testified 
on the topic of “Towards a More Adequate and 
Effective Legal Response to Trafficking in Persons: 
The New Maryland Trafficking of Persons and 
Involuntary Servitude Law,” before the Maryland 
House of Delegates, in the state of Maryland. In its 
testimony, The Protection Project strongly supported 
the efforts of the state of Maryland to fight trafficking 
in persons and addressed the “Trafficking of Persons 
and Involuntary Servitude” House Bill 1473 of 
Maryland, suggesting the need for its reconciliation 
with the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of  
2000 (TVPA): 

“Trafficking in persons is a serious crime 
that requires an adequate and effective legal 
response, not only on the federal level, but on 
the state level as well. State resources should be 
used to prosecute cases of trafficking especially 
considering that federal resources are not always 
available in light of the diverse priorities of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). This 
would ultimately have the effect of identifying 

more victims of trafficking. Identifying victims 
of trafficking is a challenge and a responsibility, 
since we must reach victims of trafficking and 
provide them with the necessary protection and 
assistance that they deserve.[…] By adopting 
this law, Maryland would join Texas, Washington 
state, Missouri, and Florida in recognizing 
trafficking in persons as a state crime.”

The Protection Project has testified before  
Foreign Parliaments:

♦ On October 17, 2005, The Protection Project 
delivered “Remarks on the Anti-Trafficking law 
of Mexico,” in front of the Senate of Mexico, in 
Mexico City, Mexico. As part of these remarks, The 
Protection Project advocated for the passage of a 
specific and comprehensive anti-trafficking law, 
relating the remarks to Mexico’s pending Draft Law, 
stating that: 

“[…] Mexico had the experience and the tradition 
of enacting comprehensive laws to provide 
protection for the needy and the vulnerable. 
Suffice it here to mention the April 28, 2000 Law 
for the Protection of Girls, Boys and Adolescents, 



10 

20

Means of Combating  
Trafficking in Persons

which promotes a culture of protection of the 
rights of children. In Mexico, the Draft Law, I 
must say, is well drafted and carefully designed 
to address trafficking in persons in all its aspects. 
It addresses the status of victims of trafficking. 
It covers trafficking in persons, especially women 
and children, not only as a crime control or law 
enforcement issue, but also as a human rights 
violation and a threat to human security. The Draft 
Law deserves your consideration.”

♦ On November 29, 2004, The Protection Project 
testified on “A Call for the Passage of the Russian 
Draft Law on Encountering Trafficking in Persons: 
Is there a Need for a Comprehensive Law or Is the 
Amendment to the Criminal Code (Article 127) 
Sufficient?,” before the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation, in Moscow, Russia. The Protection Project 
analyzed the problem of human trafficking in Russia 
and its existing legislation on trafficking, namely 
Article 127 of the Criminal Code. However, noting 
that criminal prohibition of trafficking is not sufficient 
for combating this crime, The Protection Project 
outlined its support for the Draft Law on Encountering 
Trafficking in Persons to the State Duma, stating that: 

“Since the function of the criminal code is merely 
to proscribe a crime and provide for punishment of 
such a crime, a more comprehensive law is needed 
to address prevention and protection. I believe 
that the Draft Law on Encountering Trafficking in 
Persons, if passed, could be such a comprehensive 
law. Similar comprehensive laws have been 
enacted in many countries from Philippines to 
Nigeria, and from Cyprus to Kosovo, and from the 
Dominican Republic to the United States, but the 
Russian Draft Law provides a distinct model, if 
passed, should be followed by other countries […] 
the Draft Law […] is well drafted and carefully 
designed to address trafficking in persons in all its 
aspects. It provides the organizational structure. It 
offers the legal framework. It addresses the status 
of victims of trafficking. It covers trafficking, not 
only as a crime control issue, but as a human 
rights issue, and immigration issue, a human 
security issue.” 

2. Assisting Countries in Drafting and 
Implementing Anti-Trafficking Legislation. 

Enacting and implementing effective anti-trafficking 
legislation, which criminalizes the trafficker, recognizes 
the trafficked person as a victim, and provides for 

prevention mechanisms and protective services, is the 
first step to any comprehensive response to the crime of 
trafficking in persons. As such, The Protection Project 
regularly works with law- and policy-makers, as well 
as civil society groups throughout the world, to assist 
countries in drafting and implementing comprehensive 
and effective anti-trafficking legislation, for example:  

•	 In	Bahrain, The Protection Project worked in 
cooperation with the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) to train members of the Royal Police 
Academy on the Anti-Trafficking Law of Bahrain  
(July 2008).

•	 In	Haiti,	The Protection Project worked in cooperation 
with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
to provide commentary toward the improvement of 
Haiti’s Draft Anti-Trafficking Law (2008).

•	 In	Indonesia,	The Protection Project provided 
extensive commentary on the Indonesian Anti-
Trafficking Bill (May 2005). 

•	 In	Iraq,	The Protection Project has worked directly 
with legislative drafters to enhance and advocate for 
the passage of the Draft Anti-Trafficking Legislation  
of Iraq, in cooperation with the Iraqi Council of 
Ministers and the University of Baghdad  
(February 2009-present).
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•	 In	Kuwait, The Protection Project participated in a 
discussion of the Draft Anti-Trafficking Law of Kuwait 
with the Institute for Judicial and Legal Training (2007). 

•	 In	Malaysia,	The Protection Project held meetings with 
governmental officials on the enforcement of the Anti-
Trafficking Law of Malaysia (2008).

•	 In	Oman,	The Protection Project participated in a 
workshop discussing the new Omani Law to Combat 
Trafficking in Human Beings in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2007). 

•	 In	Qatar,	The Protection Project has cooperated 
closely with the Qatar Foundation to Combat Human 
Trafficking toward the passage of a comprehensive 
anti-trafficking law (2007).

•	 The Protection Project also conducted trainings on the 
appropriate responses to combat trafficking in persons  
at the Naif Arab University of Security Sciences  
(July 2008).

•	 In	Saudi	Arabia,	The Protection Project has conducted 
a number of activities, ranging from fact-finding 
missions to assess the scope of the problem (March 
2007), to trainings of prosecutorial techniques in the 
judicial legal system, specifically directed at trafficking 
cases (January 2009). The Protection Project also 
conducted trainings on the appropriate responses 

to combat trafficking at the Naif Arab University of 
Security Sciences (July 2008).

 •	In	Syria,	in collaboration with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), The Protection 
Project participated in a workshop on drafting an anti-
trafficking law (2007). The following year (January 
2008), The Protection Project took part in another 
workshop on a discussion of the new Syrian draft 
law on combating trafficking in persons, in light of 
international legal standards and comparative models. 

•	 In	the	United	Arab	Emirates,	The Protection Project 
conducted a regional conference on trafficking in 
persons in the six Persian Gulf States, namely Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates (December 2007). 

•	 In	Yemen,	in cooperation with UNICEF, The Protection 
Project advised the government in the implementation 
of the “National Capacity Building Programme to 
Counter Child trafficking in Yemen” (August and 
October 2006).

3. Working with the United Nations to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons around   
the World. 

The United Nations is a crucial forum for working with 
countries to advance anti-trafficking efforts.  

The Protection Project therefore works closely with 
various agencies of the United Nations, especially the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
toward countries’ implementation of the United Nations 
Protocol to Prevent Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in 
Persons, Especially Women and Children, by participating 
in Expert Group meetings, speaking before the United 
Nations General Assembly, and carrying out side events 
for civil society groups in conjunction with United Nations 
treaty committee meetings. 

The Protection Project has taken part in Expert Group 
Meetings convened by various agencies of the  
United Nations:

♦ The Protection Project participated in the Expert 
Group Meeting on a “Framework for an Effective 
Implementation of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 
and Punish Trafficking In persons, Especially Women 
and Children,” convened by the UNODC (April 2009). 

♦ The Protection Project participated in the Expert 
Group Meeting on “Drafting a Model Law to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons” (2007).  
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♦ The Protection Project served as a member of an Expert 
Group tasked with drafting an advanced manual for 
judges, prosecutors and law enforcement officers on 
trafficking in persons (February 2007). 

♦ The Protection Project participated in an Expert Group 
Meeting on “Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of 
Migrants in the MENA Region – Regional Plan of Action 
and Technical Cooperation,” convened by the UNODC 
(July 2006). 

The Protection Project has presented before the  
United Nations General Assembly and other United 
Nations bodies:

♦ The Protection Project took part in the launching 
of the UNODC’s “Framework for an Effective 
Implementation of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 
and Punish Trafficking in persons, Especially Women 
and Children,” before the U.N. in New York, NY  
(October 2009). 

♦ The Protection Project participated in a panel 
discussion addressing “Violence against Women 
through Legal Reform,” a joint dialogue of the 
Commission on the Status of Women and the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, NY 
(March 2009).   

♦ The Protection Project took part in the United Nations 
“Informal Thematic Debate of the General Assembly on 
Human Trafficking” in New York, NY (June 2008). 

♦ The Protection Project spoke on “An analysis of the 
Handbook for Parliamentarians on the Appropriate Legal 
Responses to Combat Trafficking in Persons,” before 
a Parliamentary Forum convened by the UNODC in 
conjunction with the United Nations Global Initiative 

to Combat Trafficking In Persons (UN.GIFT) Forum, in 
Vienna, Austria (February 2008). 

The Protection Project has conducted side events for civil 
society groups in conjunction with United Nations treaty 
committee meetings:

♦ The Protection Project organized a Side Event to the 
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice on “National and International 
Reporting and Monitoring Mechanisms on Trafficking 
in Persons,” assessing state reports submitted to the 
United Nations on the status of trafficking in persons 
and national models of reporting and monitoring 
mechanisms on government progress to combat 
trafficking in persons, in Vienna, Austria (April 2009). 

4. Training Service Providers in the United 
States in Assisting Victims of Trafficking  
in Persons.

To ensure that the benefits of the U.S. Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA) passed in 2000 (and reauthorized in 
2003, 2005, and 2008) reach the intended beneficiaries, 
The Protection Project has assisted numerous service 
providers throughout the United States in understanding 
the law and its implementation through capacity-building 
programs for law enforcement officials, medical and 

First Lady of Egypt, Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak during the Vienna 
Forum, UN. GIFT, Global Initiative to Fight Trafficking in Persons 
in Vienna, Austria with Mohamed Y. Mattar, Executive Director 
of The Protection Project (February 13, 2008).
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psychological care providers, legal assistance 
providers, social workers, local and state 
government officials, as well as NGOs providing 
direct services to victims of trafficking. 

Some of the states where The Protection 
Project conducted such training programs 
included California, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri, and many 
others, as well as the District of Columbia. As 
part of these training programs, The Protection 
Project also facilitated city- and state-wide 
referral network development, so as to facilitate 
victims’ access to services and assistance they 
are entitled to.  

5. Raising Awareness on the Issue of 
Trafficking in Persons throughout 
the United States. 

To prevent trafficking in persons throughout 
the United States, The Protection Project has 
worked through the years to bring attention 
to the issue and raise levels of awareness and 
understanding among the general public. 

In doing so, The Protection Project has spoken 
out at numerous events throughout the country, 
covering over 20 states. Topics addressed by 

The Protection Project have included: “Human 
Trafficking for the Purpose of Prostitution: 
The Bush Doctrine and Beyond,” (at the Fifth 
Annual Conference entitled “Prostitution, 
Sex Work, and Human Trafficking,” at the 
University of Toledo, Ohio, September 2009); 
“Sex Trafficking as a Form of Sexual Violence 
Against Women: East Meets West: Cross-
Cultural Perspectives towards Addressing and 
Preventing Sexual Assault,” (at the Maryland 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Maryland, 
March 2008); “A Three-E Approach in 
Reviewing the U.S. Laws against Trafficking 
in Persons,” (at the United States Department 
of Justice National Conference on Human 
Trafficking in Louisiana, October 2006); “The 
PROTECT Act: A Legislative Review of Child 
Sex Tourism Laws in the United States,” (at 
the United Front for Children Conference at 
the University of Minnesota, April 2006); 
“Overview of Transnational Trafficking: A Global 
Perspective,” (at the University Program on 
Trafficking in Persons at Nonwestern University 
in Illinois, April 2006); “Sexual Coercion and 
Trafficking: A Legal Perspective,” (at the Gruter 
Institute for Law and Behavioral Research, 
California, June 2003); “The Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000: An International and 
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Comparative Perspective,” (at the Trafficking in Persons: 
Conference on Modern Day Slavery, Global, National 
and Local Perspectives in Texas, 2003); “International 
Conventional Law: The United Nations Protocol to 
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children,” (at the Globalization, 
Justice, and the Trafficking of Women and Children 
Conference at the University of Washington, October 
2002), and many others.

6. Reaching out to the Diplomatic Community 
and Receiving International Visitors. 

Raising awareness about trafficking among members 
of the diplomatic community stationed in Washington, 
DC, provides an unmatched opportunity to advocate 
with governments of countries throughout the world for 
enhancing anti-trafficking responses, familiarizing them 
with U.S. efforts, raising their awareness on cutting-
edge issues in the field, and promoting information 
exchange. As such, The Protection Project regularly 
reaches out to the diplomatic community in Washington, 
DC, through its Embassy Luncheon Series. The 
Protection Project has also cooperated with embassy 
officials to organize events that highlight their countries’ 
efforts in combating trafficking in persons. Throughout 
the years, such programs have included:

♦ “Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report 
2009: Findings and Recommendations,” An 
open dialogue with Ambassador Luis C. de Baca, 
Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons (June 30, 2009).

♦ “The Council of Europe Approach to Trafficking in 
Human Beings” (June 5, 2008).

♦ “The Status of Trafficking in Persons in the Arab 
World” (March 31, 2008).

♦ A dialogue with the Director of the Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons of the U.S. 
Department of State, Ambassador Mark Lagon  
(June 20, 2007).

♦ A dialogue with the Israeli National Coordinator on 
Trafficking in Persons, Ms. Rachel Gershuni  
(March 6, 2007) (in cooperation with the Embassy  
of Israel in Washington, DC).

♦ A dialogue with the Swedish National Coordinator on 
Trafficking in Persons, Mr. Anders Oljelund (February 
13, 2007) (in cooperation with the Embassy of 
Sweden in Washington, DC). 

♦ “Trafficking in Persons in Greece,” a dialogue with 
the Ambassador of Greece to the United States, His 
Excellency Alexandros Mallias (July 10, 2006) (in 
cooperation with the Embassy of Greece in  
Washington, DC).

♦ The Protection Project publishes an annual review of 
the U.S. Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons 
Report released in June of every year. The purpose 

Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons, Luis C. de Baca, speaking at The Protection Project 
in Washington, DC (June 30, 2009).
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of the review is to analyze the data contained in 
the Department of State’s report that serves as a 
resource for members of the diplomatic community, 
other representatives of foreign governments, as 
well as the U.S. government, and civil society 
practitioners in the U.S. and abroad. 

The Protection Project regularly receives international 
visitors concerned with the issue of trafficking in 
persons selected through the U.S. Department of 
State’s International Leadership Visitor Exchange 
Programs. Over the years, The Protection Project 
has spoken about its work, as well as U.S. efforts 
to combat trafficking, to delegations representing 
all regions of the world, and comprised by a 
variety of anti-trafficking actors, including judges, 
law enforcement officials, legal professionals, and 
representatives of various government ministries 
charged with combating trafficking in persons. 

7. Raising Awareness about Trafficking in 
Persons Throughout the World. 

To prevent trafficking in persons throughout the 
world, The Protection Project has worked through the 
years to bring attention to the issue and raise levels 
of awareness and understanding among government 
officials, civil society, and the general public in over 50 
countries around the globe. 

In the Middle East and North Africa, The Protection 
Project has spoken at events and conducted training 
programs in countries including Egypt, Israel, Iran, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, and Yemen. In North, 

Central and Latin America, The Protection Project has 
spoken at events and conducted training programs 
in countries including Canada, Chile, the Dominican 
Republic and Panama.  In Western Europe, The 
Protection Project has spoken at events and conducted 
training programs in countries including Belgium, 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. 
In Eastern, Central, and Southeastern Europe, The 
Protection Project has spoken at events and conducted 
training programs in countries including Moldova, 
Russia, and Serbia and Montenegro. In Asia and the 
Pacific, The Protection Project has spoken at events in 
countries including India, Indonesia, and Singapore, 
and in Africa, The Protection Project has spoken at 
events in countries including South Africa. 

Topics covered by The Protection Project have 
included “Forced Child Labor, Human Trafficking, 
and Child Sex Tourism,” (at a U.S. Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement, Office of International Affairs, 
NGO Liaison Conference in Panama City, Panama, 
July 2009); a “Rights-Based Approach to Law 
Enforcement,” (at the Regional Expert Meeting on 
Rights-Based Assistance to Victims of Trafficking hosted 
by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
in Cairo, Egypt, December 2008); “Extraterritoriality 
and Child Sex Tourism,” (at the Business Unusual: 

Ricky Martin at the Vienna Forum, UN. GIFT, Global 
Initiative to Fight Trafficking in Persons Vienna, Austria 
with Mohamed Y. Mattar, Executive Director of The 
Protection Project (February 13, 2008).
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Winnipeg Global Thematic Consultation at the University 
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, September 2008); 
“Omissions and Gaps: From the United Nations Protocol to 
the European Convention,” (at a Conference on European 
Convention on Action Against Trafficking Human Beings at 
The Johns Hopkins University Bologna Center in Bologna, 
Italy, March 2006); “The Protocol on Trafficking in Persons: 
History and Overview,” (at The Concord Center 3rd Annual 
Conference on Disposable People: Trafficking in Persons, 
The College of Management, School of Law in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, December 2005); “Regional Comparative Legal 
Analysis of Sex Trafficking and Sex Tourism,” (at the Tackling 
the Demand for Child Sex Tourism and Sex Trafficking 
Conference in Singapore, April 2005); “Article 217 of the 
Russian Criminal Code: A Distinct Approach in Exemption 
from Criminal Liability,” (at the Police Academy Training 
Program on Trafficking in Persons in Moscow, Russia, 
October 2004); “Incorporating a Concept of Human Security 
in Designating a National Legal Response to Trafficking 
in Persons,” (at the Meeting of the Helsinki Process on 
Globalization and Security, Track on Human Security in 
London, United Kingdom, April 2004); “The Birth of a New 
Anti-trafficking Legislation: The Dominican Republic Law No. 
137-03 Regarding Illegal Trafficking of Migrants and Trade 
in Persons,” (at the Path Breaking Strategies in Combating 
Sex Trafficking in the Dominican Republic conference, Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, December 2003).

Argentina
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria

Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cyprus

Dominican 
Republic
Egypt
Greece
Haiti
India
Indonesia

Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Kazakhstan

Kuwait
Lebanon
Malaysia
Mexico
Moldova
Montenegro
Morocco

Oman
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Qatar
Russia
Saudi Arabia

Serbia
Singapore
South Africa
Switzerland
Syria
Thailand
Tunisia

Turkey
UAE
United 
Kingdom
USA
Vietnam
Yemen

The Protection Project’s Global Efforts by Country.
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8. Carrying out Fact-Finding Missions.

Documenting and reporting on the scope of the 
problem of trafficking in persons is crucial toward 
the elaboration of relevant and timely responses. 
As such, The Protection Project has undertaken a 
variety of fact-finding missions throughout the years 
to various regions of the world to study and document 
trafficking in persons and related issues, such as child 
sex tourism. The Protection Project has carried out 
fact-finding missions focusing on the identification 
of victims of trafficking in Azerbaijan, Cyprus, Peru, 
Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates (2004), on the 
scope of trafficking in persons in Bolivia and the Kyrgyz 
Republic (2001), Egypt (2007), on child sex tourism 
in Cambodia (2005), Costa Rica (2006), Philippines, 
Thailand, and Vietnam (2005), and on sex trafficking 
in the Philippines (2006).   

9. Advancing Academic Scholarship of 
Trafficking in Persons.

The Protection Project is committed to encouraging 
academic inquiry into the issue of trafficking in 
persons, and advocates for the teaching of university-
level courses on the issue of trafficking. Dr. Mohamed 
Y. Mattar, Executive Director of The Protection Project 
regularly teaches “International Trafficking in Persons” 

to law students at American University College of Law, 
and at Georgetown University Law Center, as well as 
to international relations Master’s degree students at 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS). Additionally, The 
Protection Project has assisted the Naif Arab University 
for Security Studies in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 
developing their first course on “International Trafficking 
in Persons,” and has introduced such courses to 
the Police Academy in Bahrain and the American 
University in Kazakhstan.  

10. Carrying Out Training and Capacity-
Building Programs for Civil Society and 
Government Officials Working to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons.

The Protection Project works closely with international 
counterparts to build capacity to combat trafficking 
in persons and recognizes the need for long-term 
assistance. As such, The Protection Project has 
carried out comprehensive long-term training and 
capacity-building programs on trafficking in persons 
for counterparts in Iraq, Southeastern Europe (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, and Serbia and 
Montenegro), and the Persian Gulf Countries (Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United 

Arab Emirates). The Protection Project is currently 
assisting the University of Alexandria in Alexandria, 
Egypt, with the establishment of the first legal aid clinic 
which will be devoted to assisting victims of trafficking 
in persons, as well as violence against women, and is 
also working in Egypt to establish a shelter for victims 
of labor trafficking in the country.

Mohamed Y. Mattar, Executive Director of The Protection 
Project receiving the Leadership Award on Combating 
Human Trafficking presented by Mrs. Maryam al-Malki, 
Director of the Qatari National Office to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons in Doha, Qatar (March 2009).
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1. The Protection Project Journal 
of Human Rights and Civil Society. 

Published since 2007 by The Protection 
Project (with the first two volumes in the 
Spring of 2007 and Fall of 2009), The 
Protection Project Journal of Human Rights 
and Civil Society aims to provide a forum for 
scholarly analysis of critical contemporary 
human rights issues, especially at the nexus 
with topics in civil society development. It 
is the objective of the journal 
to probe developments 
and crucial concerns such 
as state compliance with 
international human rights 
standards and the role 
of civil society in holding 
governments accountable, 
to address poignant themes 
studying the interrelationship 
between human rights theory 
and human rights practice as 
that transition is realized in 
local contexts, as well as the roles of civil 
society and non-governmental organizations 
as actors in the social and political 
development of nations.

2. “Combating Trafficking in 
Persons in Accordance with 
the Principles of Islamic Law,” 
U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), Naif Arab University 
for Security Sciences, The 
Protection Project (June 2009). 

This work was prepared by The Protection 
Project for a joint publication with the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) and the Naif 
Arab University for 
Security Sciences, and 
was commissioned by the 
UNODC.  The publication 
analyzes how Islamic 
legal principles can be 
utilized in addressing 
various forms of trafficking 
in persons, especially 
those most pertinent to 
the context of Muslim 
countries. On the basis of 

Islamic texts and supported by a process of 
rigorous interpretation, this work develops 
a comprehensive Islamic framework that 
addresses the problem of trafficking in 

persons in its entirety. In doing so, the 
publication concludes that the Islamic 
prohibition of trafficking in persons is based 
on a comprehensive set of principles solidly 
grounded in the Islamic legal tradition that, 
taken together, not only criminalize the 
act of human trafficking, but also prevent 
such an act, and protect victims of this 
crime, in accordance and harmony with 
the corresponding standards set out under 
international human rights law. 

3. “Combating Trafficking 
in Persons: A Handbook for 
Parliamentarians,” U.N. Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), 
UN.GIFT Initiative (June 2009)

This publication, researched and 
prepared by The Protection Project, and 
commissioned by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), is 
intended to encourage parliamentarians to 
take an active part in stopping trafficking in 
persons. As such, the handbook contains 
a compilation of good practices developed 

The Protection Project believes 
that an academic exploration 
of human rights issues is key to 
infusing advocacy with a rigorous 
analytical foundation. 

At the same time, breaking down 
the often complex academic and 
legal language of international and 
domestic human rights documents 
and laws is important in educating 
a broad range of audiences.

Therefore, The Protection Project 
regularly publishes scholarly 
works, as well as toolkits and 
compilations of best practices in 
international human rights.
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to combat trafficking in persons. It offers guidance on 
how national legislation can be brought in compliance 
with international standards by defining trafficking 
in persons comprehensively and criminalizing all its 
forms. The handbook outlines measures to prevent 
commission of the crime of trafficking in persons, those 
to prosecute offenders and to protect victims. It also 
contains advice on monitoring and reporting trafficking 
in persons policy, and enlisting civil society in the cause 
of combating the crime. The aim of the handbook is to 
inspire and guide parliamentarians in enacting sound 
laws and adopting good practices that will strengthen 
national responses to human trafficking. 

4. “Comparative Models of Reporting 
Mechanisms on the Status of Trafficking 
in Human Beings,” Vanderbilt Journal of 
Transnational Law (Volume 41 (2008)).

This article explores models of state reporting on the 
status of the scope of the problem of trafficking in 
persons and government responses to combat it. The 
paper advocates for ongoing national self-assessment 
by virtue of the appointment of independent national 
rapporteurs or similar mechanisms focusing on the 
issue of trafficking, as well as by virtue of regular 

reporting under treaty bodies responsible for monitoring 
those human rights conventions that cover trafficking in 
persons and to which the states may be a party. 

5. “International Child Sex Tourism: Scope of 
the Problem and Comparative Case Studies,” 
The Protection Project (January 2007).

This publication, based on findings from field studies 
conducted by The Protection Project, explores the 

scope of the problem 
of child sex tourism 
around the world and 
illustrates responses 
adopted in several 
countries where 
child sex tourism is 
emerging or significant, 
especially Cambodia, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, 
Philippines, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. The study 
likewise examines the 

cases of child sex tourism that have been prosecuted 
in accordance with the PROTECT Act of 2003 in the 
United States, as the U. S. is an important origin 

country for child sex tourists. The report also includes 
a model law to serve as a legislative guide for countries 
in taking the appropriate legislative measures to protect 
children from commercial sexual exploitation, especially 
child sex tourism.

6. “Unresolved Questions in the Bill of 
Rights of the New Iraqi Constitution: 
How Will the Clash between “Human 
rights” and “Islamic Law” Be Reconciled in 
Future Legislative Enactments and Judicial 
Interpretations?,” Fordham International 
Law Journal, (Volume 30, Spring 2007).

This article explores the Iraqi Constitution, 
promulgated in 2005, from the perspective of its 
basis in international human rights, as well as its 
commitment to Islamic law as a source of legislation. 
The article posits a number of questions concerning the 
relationship between human rights and Islamic law, 
such as whether these are compatible under the Iraqi 
Constitutional framework generally, and in relation to 
specific rights provisions enshrined in the new Iraqi 
Constitution more specifically. 



10 

30

Publications on Critical Topics in 
International Human Rights

7. “Incorporating the Five Basic Elements 
of a Model Anti-trafficking in Persons 
Legislation in Domestic Laws: From 
the United Nations Protocol to the 
European Convention,” Tulane Journal 
of International and Comparative Law, 
(Volume 14 (Spring 2006)).

This article sets out the basis for a comprehensive 
approach to combating trafficking in persons, as 
founded on the provisions of the United Nations 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, and focuses on: recognition 
of trafficking in persons as a specific 
crime; recognition of the trafficked 
person as a victim of a crime; 
the adoption of a comprehensive 
Five P’s approach to combating 
trafficking, including prevention, 
protection, provision, prosecution, 
and participation; the punishment 
of all actors in the trafficking 
enterprise, including the natural 
person, the legal person, the private 
person, and the public person; 
and the recognition of trafficking 

as a transnational crime that requires transnational 
responses, including extraterritoriality, extradition, and 
exchange of information. 

8. “Comprehensive Legal Approaches 
to Combating Trafficking in Persons: 
An International and Comparative 
Perspective,” The Protection Project (2006). 

This comprehensive booklet developed by The 
Protection Project is designed to provide the reader 
with a basic understanding of the appropriate legal 

responses to trafficking in persons in 
accordance with international law and 
comparative legislation. The booklet offers 
a graphic and reader-friendly presentation 
of the main legislative instruments in 
simple and non-technical language, but 
without compromising any of the legal 
terms. The booklet sets out a broad 
international framework, addressing 
international legal provisions pertaining to 
trafficking in persons, slavery, servitude, 
and practices similar to slavery, as well 
as related international labor law and 
anti-corruption provisions. The booklet 
likewise explores the provisions of the 

U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) and its 
subsequent reauthorizations, the U.S. International 
Marriage Broker Regulation Act, as well as the Council 
of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking 
in Human Beings, among other legal instruments to 
combat trafficking in persons.  

9. “Human Rights Report on Trafficking in 
Persons, especially Women and Children,” 
The Protection Project (1999, 2002, 2005, 2009). 

Regularly published by The Protection Project to 
report on the scope of the problem of trafficking in 
persons and provide updates on the developments 
in anti-trafficking policies, the report provides a 
comprehensive look at the issue of trafficking in 
persons in over 190 countries around the world. The 
report includes documentation of trafficking routes, 
trafficking cases, contributing factors to the trafficking 
infrastructure, explores related issues, such as public 
health, immigration, and law enforcement practices, 
and details government policy, including anti-trafficking 
legislation and efforts in prevention and protection. 
Finally, NGO efforts in combating trafficking in persons 
are explored for each country.  
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10. “Trafficking in Persons, An Annotated 
Legal Bibliography,” American 
Association of Law Libraries, Law 
Library Journal (Fall 2004), “Trafficking 
in Persons, An Annotated Legal 
Bibliography, 2005-2009, Delineating Five 
Years of Development,” The Protection 
Project Journal of Human Rights and 
Civil Society, (Fall 2009).

This annotated bibliography, researched and 
compiled by The Protection Project, provided the 
first comprehensive bibliographic reference on the 
issue of trafficking. The bibliography focused on 
such issues as sex trafficking, labor trafficking, 
trafficking for the purpose of marriage, trafficking 
for the purpose of illicit inter-country adoption, 
trafficking for domestic servitude, trafficking for 
the purpose of sex tourism, and organ trafficking. 
This annotated bibliography has been updated for 
the years 2005–2009, reflecting the addition of 
new headings felt necessary given the increasing 
development of literature in the field since 2004. 
New fields of categorization include the relationship 
between trafficking in persons and civil society; 
trafficking in persons and human security; 

trafficking in persons and state corruption; and 
trafficking in persons and law enforcement; and 
contemporary and developed approaches to the 
issue of trafficking in persons that address social 
and economic issues. Finally, there is an additional 
category of ‘trafficking in persons and psychological 
coercion’. One heading found in the previous 
bibliography and omitted from this bibliography 
is that of the ‘Distinction between Trafficking in 
Persons and Smuggling of Aliens’; this omission is a 
consequence of the concrete establishment of such 
a distinction in the past five years.



in the United States:

American Bar Association, American University Washington 
College of Law, Boston Initiative to Advance Human Rights 
(BITAHR), Catholic University of America Columbus School 
of Law, Education Development Center, Inc., ECPAT-USA, 
Georgetown University Law Center, Global Centurion, 
Freedom House, Human Rights First, Hunt Alternatives Fund, 
Innocents at Risk, Iraqi Foundation, International Republican 
Institute (IRI), International Justice Mission (IJM), National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) and 
the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(ICMEC), National Center for State Courts (NCSC), Polaris 
Project, Shared Hope International, Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, and World Learning. 

Around the World:

Baghdad University Faculty of Law, Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
(Alexandria, Egypt), Bologna Center of The Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) 
(Bologna, Italy), Center for Arab Women Training and 
Research (CAWTAR) (Tunis, Tunisia), Center for Constitutional 
Studies and Democratic Development (CCSDD), (Bologna, 
Italy), Education Development Center (Boston, MA, USA), 
Faculty of Law of the University of Alexandria (Alexandria, 
Egypt), Fondation Esprit de Fés (Fés, Morocco), Human 
Rights without Frontiers (Brussels, Belgium), Institute for 
Peace Studies (Alexandria, Egypt), Institute for Diplomatic 
Studies (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), Irish Centre for Human Rights National 
University of Ireland (Galway, Ireland), League of Arab States 
(Cairo, Egypt); Middle East Technical University (METU) 
(Ankara, Turkey); Naif Arab University of Security Sciences 
(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), Nanjing Center for Chinese American 
Studies of The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) (Nanjing, China), Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Ricky Martin 
Foundation (San Juan, Puerto Rico), Qatar Foundation to 
Combat Human Trafficking (Doha, Qatar), Suzanne Mubarak 
Regional Centre for Women’s Health and Development 
(Alexandria, Egypt), and the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) (Vienna, Austria). 

The Protection Project’s work 
would not be possible without an 
evolving coalition of national and 
international partners working to 
promote and protect international 
human rights. 

These include: 

Partnerships and Donors



Partnerships and Donors

The Protection Project thanks its institutional  
donors, which have included, 

Bradley Foundation, Education Development Center, 
International Organization for Migration (IOM),  
Lexis Nexis, United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), United States Department of Health 
and Human Services, United States Department of State 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, United States 
Department of State Bureau for Near Eastern Affairs, United 
States Department of State Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons.

 

The Protection Project likewise thanks its  
individual donors, especially: 

Aria Mehrabi

Alicia and Arthur Winn

As well as:

David Shapiro & Robert Bernstein, Michael T. Putziger  
Anne Hanford, Irwin Chafetz Family Charitable Trust,  
Joyce Goldweitz, Sara & Leonard Aronson, R & G Romanow, 
Lance & Christina Funston, Charles & Patricia Ribakoff 
Charitable Trust, Diane & Lloyd Gordon, Jonathan O. Lee,  
Mr. & Mrs. Dirrane, Ms. Barbara A. Hark &  
Dr. Harold Goldstein, Steven & Barbara Grossman,  
Bian & Lori Miller, John & Helen Roberto, Steven Roche & Kelly 
Oneill, Mr. James Connolly, Mr. Gary Park,  
Mr. Harold & Linda Schwartz, Mr. Roy S. MacDowell,  
Laurie & Ben Gallamore, Robert A. Grinberg Esq,  
Jeffrey & Elinor Ross, George and Rosalynd Hartford,  
Mary A.& John  Goddard, Fred & Linda Chakar,  
Theodore H. Cutler Family Charitable Trust, Edward &  
Judy Zuker, Ms. Joy W. Jartman, Terry Schubach & Larry Gelb, 
Nadine Berman, Roger M. Cassin & Irma M. Schretter,  
John W. Keith & Shelley I. Hoon C, Lewis Charitable 
Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Shaller.



Donations

The Protection Project is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
dedicated to the advancement of human rights around the 
world.  We cannot succeed without your help. If you believe in 
our cause and would like to make a tax-deductible contribution 
to The Protection Project’s efforts, here is how:

Kindly send a check to the address below; or

Visit our website at http://www.protectionproject.org  and  
click on “Giving to The Protection Project,” and follow  
the instructions. 

We welcome all donations and thank you for your support.   
We hope you will join us in the global fight for human rights.

The Protection Project
The Paul H. Nitze School 

of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)

The Johns Hopkins University

1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Suite 501

Washington, D.C. 20036

Phone: 202.663.5896

Fax: 202.663.5899

Email: protection_project@jhu.edu

“All around the world human rights are violated 
and abused on a daily basis. If we do not act, who 
will?  It is time for all of us to join forces in the 
global f ight for human rights.” 

    -  Mohamed Mattar
       Executive Director



10celebrates

years



The Paul H. Nitze School 
of Advanced International Studies


