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Your Majesty, Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome you all in Cairo for this international seminar – 
focused on the global challenge of missing and sexually exploited children. 
 
Along with my fellow members of the ICMEC Honorary Board, I felt it was 
essential to use the opportunity presented by our meeting this morning, to 
create a space for dynamic interchange between multiple-stakeholders, in an 
effort to enhance our collective ability to address this topic of mutual 
concern.  
 
And, I am delighted that ICMEC has organized this landmark event in 
partnership with our Women’s International Peace Movement, for both 
entities share a deep sense of commitment to:  
 
‐ Building safer and more secure societies. 
‐ Ensuring the rights of all people, all children, to a life of dignity, 

opportunity and choice. 
‐ To inspiring, empowering and uniting those with the will to defend and 

the courage to uphold justice, equality and the rule of law. 
 
On behalf of our two associations, I would like to extend my appreciation to 
our distinguished guests and experts, for answering our call, supporting our 
cause and crossing borders to protect the children of the world. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Today, we need to send a clear message: 
That despite the many socio-economic and political challenges that our 
nations face, regardless of the time, effort and resources it will take, the 
plight of missing and sexually exploited children must remain a priority in 
our national, regional and international policies. 
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Everyday, thousands of young people go missing from their homes. Some 
return, some never will. Behind many of the statistics are stories so 
inhumane, so difficult to talk about–of children robbed of their dignity and 
self-worth –of innocent victims kidnapped, raped and murdered. 
 
The rapid expansion of ICTs, the evolution of the internet, has served to 
greatly exacerbate the situation.  It has provided new intricate tools and 
methods for the violation of children’s rights. It has fuelled the supply and 
demand for pornography that exploits them, that abuses them both 
physically and emotionally.  

Indeed, what we are dealing with here is an increasingly complex challenge 
that undermines the progress we have made in all fields of development and 
threatens both our security and our human values. It is a pervasive 
phenomenon that requires a coordinated and collective response, spanning 
all national and regions. 

In this regard, I am pleased that today we are able to highlight the central 
role of the MENA region in championing this noble cause. It is very 
encouraging to see how countries of this region have taken positive steps to 
address safeguard children from insecurities of all kinds. And, I am certain 
that through this meeting we will find more ways of building on these 
encouraging results. 
 
In Egypt, we are working inclusively with all sectors of our society to 
comprehensively address this multi-faceted challenge. 
 
In line with the provisions of international legal instruments, we have 
significantly strengthened our existing Child law with articles fully 
criminalizing specific violations against children’s rights. Amongst these, 
we introduced articles recognizing for the first time child pornography as a 
crime that carries with it serious penalties. It covers pornography in cartoons 
and on the internet, and puts a strong emphasis on the rehabilitation and 
reintegration of victims.  
 
We have also been careful to ensure that our legal efforts take into 
consideration the gender-dimension of the problem, as well as the linkages 
between child pornography and other forms of child exploitation including 
child labor, child prostitution and child trafficking.  
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Some of these are topics of national priority that we have been addressing 
for years. Now, we are building on the experience, knowledge and resources 
that we have gained to tackle the entire phenomenon of child exploitation 
more effectively. 
 
Egypt has also focused on raising awareness and educating the broad public 
about the causes, impact and prevention of the problem.  
 
I really think this is key, because the most difficult and essential elements of 
any response strategy is to break the walls of silence surrounding the issue at 
stake. We need to make sure, that people fully grasp the extent of the 
challenge, how it affects the whole spectrum of our societies. 
 
Our Movement’s Cyber Peace Initiative, launched in cooperation with 
various international partners, has been particularly active here in Egypt in 
terms of raising awareness about these issues. 
 
Through this initiative, I feel that we have been able to launch a serious 
dialogue with members of our society on both the threats and opportunities 
presented by the internet.  
 
‐ We have been able to attenuate the fears of many parents, the feeling that 

they are powerless to protect their children on this vast medium.  
‐ We have managed to promote the central role that young people 

themselves can play in making the internet a safer place; without 
impeding on their freedom, and their rights to fully benefit from its 
potential for development. 

 
In turn, the young people and parents we were able to reach, were so 
affected by the mission of our initiative that they created their own internet 
safety groups.  
 
Since then, they have been working extremely hard to disseminate our safety 
tips and guidelines in schools, public libraries, tele-centers and youth 
centers. In fact, to date, approximately 150,000 people have received 
training and attended awareness sessions on internet safety under the 
umbrella of the initiative.  
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And, you will surely here more about their incredible efforts in the 
presentation that our team will give in a few minutes.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
For members our Movement, our partners, and our youth, it has been so 
gratifying to see children react positively to our messages, to know them a 
little safer, more able to defend themselves against criminals. 
 
It has also been inspiring to witness the dedication and determination of 
associations like ICMEC, of parents, educators and journalists, of all those 
who are working day and night to make a difference in children’s lives.  
 
I can see so many of these phenomenal individuals here today.  
 
Wherever we look, enormous efforts are being made: 
 
‐ The Judiciary is striving to strengthen the implementation and 

enforcement of international law.  
‐ Law enforcement officers are collaborating to find missing persons and 

bring down child pornography rings.  
‐ NGOs are providing vital support to abused, neglected and at-risk 

children.  
‐ The IT sector continues to break boundaries in innovation, making the 

internet a safer place through the development of safety tools, filtering 
and rating systems.  

‐ Members of the private sector are using their business savvy to break the 
supply and demand of child pornography.  

 
But, still much so much remains to be done. 
 
Child pornography has become a multi-billion dollar industry.  
How is it possible? How did we come to that? 
 
In face of this dilemma, I am encouraged to see the progress made through 
some of ICMEC’s initiatives including the Financial Coalition against Child 
Pornography (FCACP), the Cyber tip line and the Missing Children’s 
Channel. 
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These initiatives reflect well the importance of mobilizing various 
stakeholders, integrating diverse perspectives, and addressing all the 
dimensions of the problem in order to achieve results. 
 
They emphasize the need for more information, regarding child offenders, 
victims and those who are most at risk. 
 
There are thousands and thousands of children all over the world that are 
unaccounted for in our statistics. They are hidden and neglected, vulnerable 
and excluded.  
 
Children experiencing the violence and despair of wars and armed conflicts, 
others trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty, those who are struggling to 
survive on the streets, are especially vulnerable to sexual exploitation.  
 
In a world that has achieved so much, this is not an acceptable situation! 
 
Today, I urge all of you here present to take action against these alarming 
realities. To ensure that children are no longer used as commodities, as 
weapons of greed and violence. To help channel more innovation, 
collaboration, commitment and compassion into the fight against child 
exploitation. And, to be part of a process that saves children’s lives! 
 
 
Thank you 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


