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The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), is holding its annual Conference entitled “Middle East Agenda for Reform: Challenges and Opportunities” that will take place on April 18, 2007 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the Kenney Auditorium, 1740 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington D.C. 20036.

Established in 1994, TPP is a human rights research institute based at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). Promotion of human rights values around the world is of particular importance to TPP, as is the protection of human security, especially women’s and children’s rights; fostering of civil society and NGO development through capacity building and coalition building; enhancement of the rule of law by encouraging citizen participation in the political process; advancement of human rights education; and elimination of trafficking in persons. TPP’s activities include raising public awareness; monitoring and reporting on violations of human rights; developing curricula in a number of disciplines, including human rights in Islam and international trafficking in persons; establishing partnerships with universities and NGOs; organizing seminar series, workshops and conferences; and successfully carrying out training and capacity building programs.

The conference aims at the promotion of human rights values, considering that it is a matter of priority for the international community. The Conference affords a unique opportunity to carry out a comprehensive in-depth analysis of human rights in the Middle East and of the mechanisms for the protection of human rights, in order to enhance and thus promote a fuller observance of those rights, in a just and balanced manner and formulate specific actions plans to be taken up by the countries of the Middle East in the future. The conference will also introduce the new initiatives taken by the different governments in the region in the various areas including political, economic, social and cultural. 

The conference will cover US Foreign Policy in the Middle East; Indicators for Assessing Reform in the Middle East; and Labor Trafficking in the Middle East: Recent Government Issues to adopt legislative measures to combat the problem. A special panel will also be held to discuss "The Future of Democracy in Iran and the Role of Civil Society".

The purpose of the conference is to bring together governmental and non-governmental stakeholders, including policy makers, policy advisors, individuals and organizations interested in the field to provide a venue for discussing Human Rights in the Middle East, with a special focus on actions for implementation, and areas of improvement.

For more information and RSVPs please contact:

Mrs. Nazek El-Wakeel

International Human Rights Fellow

The Protection Project

The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies

Johns Hopkins University

1717 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Washington DC, 20036

Tel. 202.663.5894

Fax 202.663.5899

E-mail: nazek.elwakeel@bibalex.org
             nazek@hotmail.com
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