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Criminal Law of the People's Republic of China 

 
(Adopted by the Second Session of the Fifth National People's Congress on July 1, 1979 and 

amended by the Fifth Session of the Eighth National People's Congress on March 14, 1997) 

 

Article 240 

 

Those abducting and trafficking women or children are to be sentenced to 5 to 10 years in prison 

plus fine. Those falling into one or more of the following cases are to be sentenced to 10 years of 

more in prison or to be given life sentences, in addition to fines or confiscation of property. 

Those committing especially serious crimes are to be sentenced to death in addition to 

confiscation of property. 

 

(1) Primary elements of rings engaging in abducting and trafficking women or children; 

(2) those abducting and trafficking more than three women and/or children; 

(3) those raping abducted women; 

(4) those seducing, tricking, or forcing abducted women into prostitution, or those selling 

abducted women to others who in turn force them into prostitution; 

(5) those kidnapping women or children using force, coercion, or narcotics, for the purpose of 

selling them; 

(6) those stealing or robbing infants or babies for the purpose of selling them; 

(7) those causing abducted women or children, or their family members, to serious injuries or 

death, or causing other grave consequences; 

(8) those selling abducted women or children to outside the country. Abducting and trafficking 

women or children refers to abducting, kidnapping, buying, selling, transporting, or 

transshipping women or children. 

 

Article 241 

 

Those buying abducted women or children are to be sentenced to three years or fewer in prison, 

or put under criminal detention or surveillance. Those buying abducted women and forcing them 

to have sex with them are to be convicted and punished according to stipulations of article 236. 

Those buying abducted women or children and illegally depriving them of or restricting their 

physical freedom, or injuring or insulting them, are to be convicted and punished according to 

relevant stipulations of this law. Those buying abducted women or children and committing 

crimes stipulated in paragraphs two and three of this article are to be punished for committing 

more than one crime. Those buying and selling abducted women or children are to be convicted 

and punished according to article 240 of this law. Those buying abducted women or children but 

not obstructing bought women from returning to their original residence in accordance with their 

wishes, or not abusing bought children and not obstructing efforts to rescue them, may not be 

investigated for their criminal liability. 

 

 



Article 244  

 

Persons of employing units who are directly responsible for forcing workers to labor by 

restricting their physical freedom in violation of labor management laws and regulations are to 

be sentenced to three years or fewer in prison or put under criminal detention, in addition to fine, 

or are to be fined. 

 


