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China
Population: 1,343,239,923 (July 2012 est.)
Population Growth Rate: 0.481% (2012
est.)Birth Rate: 12.31 births/1,000 population
(2012 est.)
Life Expectancy: total population: 74.84 years;
male: 72.82 years; female: 77.11 years (2012
est.)
Literacy Rate: total population: 92.2%; male:
96%; female: 88.5%
Net Migration Rate: -0.33 migrant(s)/1,000
population (2012 est.)Unemployment Rate:
6.4% (2012 est.) in urban areas, substantial
unemployment in rural areas
Gross Domestic Product per Capita: $9,100
(2012 est.)
Religions: Daoist (Taoist), Buddhist, Christian
3%–4%, Muslim 1%–2% (note: officially
atheist)
Languages: Standard Chinese or Mandarin
(Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect) xx%,
Yue (Cantonese) xx%, Wu (Shanghainese) xx%,
Minbei (Fuzhou) xx%, Minnan (HokkienTaiwanese) xx%, Xiang xx%, Gan xx%, Hakka
dialects xx%, and minority languages
Ethnic Groups: Han Chinese 91.5%, Zhuang,
Manchu, Hui, Miao, Uyghur, Tujia, Yi, Mongol,
Tibetan, Buyi, Dong, Yao, Korean, and other
nationalities 8.5%
Capital: Beijing1

Trafficking Routes
China is primarily a country of origin, transit, and destination for trafficking in
persons for commercial sexual exploitation, forced marriage, illegal adoption, begging,
and forced labor.2 Internal trafficking is a significant problem in China as well.3 A large
number of women and children are recruited by trafficking gangs in rural southern
provinces, such as Guizhou, Sichuan, and Yunnan, and trafficked to urban areas both
within China and abroad.4 Each year, between 10,000 and 20,000 women and children
are trafficked within China.5 The Congressional Executive Commission on China reports
that about 90 percent of China’s internal trafficking cases involve women and children
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who are trafficked from poorer provinces to wealthier areas in the country.6 A similar
report from 2006 suggests that 90 percent of those victims are trafficked for commercial
sexual exploitation.7
Women and children are also trafficked from China to destinations all over the
world, ranging from Australia and Asia to the United Kingdom and Canada.8 Traffickers
transport victims through China en route to Thailand and Malaysia. 9 In 2007, China
ranked in the top five most represented countries of origin for victims of human
trafficking in the United States.10
China is also a country of destination; most of the women and children trafficked
into China are from North and South Korea, Vietnam, Russia, and Burma.11 Trafficking
in women and children is most prominent in Guangdong, Fujian, Henan, Sichuan, and
Anhui provinces.12

Factors that Contribute to the Trafficking Infrastructure
Many factors cause and contribute to the trafficking of persons in China. A lack
of employment opportunities combined with China’s boom in manufacturing and
construction result in mass rural-urban migration; which results in trafficking
opportunities for recruiters.13 This can be seen in a report by the All-China Women’s
Federation claims that massive internal migration, in the form of 150 million surplus
laborers on China’s east coast, occurs due to rapid economic development in the region.14
Also, Triad, an organized crime group in China, exacerbates the issue.15 This
crime group implements agents who recruit Chinese victims by deceiving them into
believing that they will pursue studies overseas or obtain well-paying jobs in the more
prosperous areas of China, but later deliver these victims to the sex or forced labor
industries.16 Most victims come from poor rural areas in China and have access to limited
opportunities.17 Chinese criminal groups, such as the Shé Tóu, or snakeheads, which
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specialize in human trafficking, have also been well documented as being active in
exploiting people in this industry.18
Also, women are traditionally subordinate to men in Chinese culture, which
increases their vulnerability to becoming victims of trafficking.19 Resulting from China’s
one-child policy, unwanted female children are prone to abandonment, trafficking, and
even infanticide.20 Girls are disadvantaged in the areas of education and job opportunities.
Such discrimination increases their vulnerability to trafficking.21 This also leads to a lack
of Chinese women for Chinese men to marry, which in turn fuels trafficking of victims
from Vietnam to China for the purpose of forced marriage.22
Forms of Trafficking
Women and children are trafficked to and from China for a variety of purposes,
including forced marriage, prostitution, and labor, as well as for adoption and bride
rearing, known as tong yang xi, which is a rare and illegal Chinese practice of selling or
giving a young female to another family in exchange for a future daughter-in-law.23
It is common practice for traffickers to promise adult victims employment
opportunities and then coerce them into prostitution or forced labor.24 Commercial sex
businesses, hair salons, massage parlors, and bathhouses are common destinations for
trafficked women in economically prosperous areas.25 In poverty-stricken regions,
trafficked women are sold to old, disabled, or mentally impaired unmarried men and
forced into marriage.26 Traffickers sometimes gain access to child victims by
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guaranteeing that remittance payments will be sent home to the child’s parents, while
other times children are kidnapped and sold for adoption or other purposes.27
China has a significant problem concerning trafficking for the purpose of
marriage and adoption. Infant girls are frequently kidnapped or bought from poor parents,
particularly migrant workers, and sold to childless families in more prosperous regions or
sold to be raised as brides for poor farming families.28 In one instance, twenty passengers
of a bus in the Guangxi province were arrested for allegedly purchasing and trafficking
28 female babies. The babies were found on the bus alongside the passengers and in
nylon bags. One infant had suffocated while the others were rescued and sent to an
orphanage.29 In terms of kidnappings, the Ministry of Public Security in China estimates
that 30,000 to 60,000 kidnappings occur annually.30
China is also a sex tourism destination. Women are openly solicited for
prostitution by hotels for their guests, most frequently for foreign guests. In fact, in 2009,
China’s first sex theme park for tourists was opened and later bulldozed by Chinese
authorities, who deemed the park “vulgar, ill-minded, and misleading.”31
Victims are trafficked into China from many destinations through varying
methods. For example, the number of North Korean women who willingly cross the
border into China in an effort to survive the famine in their country has greatly increased
since 1998. Some women reportedly enter into China with the intent to enter prostitution
in order to survive or to be sold into marriage. Others are abducted, sold by their parents,
or duped into sexual exploitation.32 Vietnamese women trafficked to Guangxi, an
autonomous region of China, are offered phony promises of jobs or marriage. Such
women are trafficked even farther into China, to inland provinces such as Anhui,
Guangdong, Hebai, Henan, and Jiangsu.33
Between April and May 2008, Chinese police rescued seven abducted children
and one woman. A total of 18 people were given varying sentences for the kidnapping
and trafficking of women and children. The three main kidnappers received life
sentences, while 15 others were given sentences ranging from three to 15 years’
imprisonment as well as hefty fines.34
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In Xinjiang province, approximately 20 Uyghr nationalist opposition groups
operate, albeit not very actively. Children and teenagers have reportedly taken part in
separatist activities; although it is not clear to what extent they have participated in
combat.35
Government Responses
Under China’s criminal code, anyone who abducts or traffics women or children
is subject to imprisonment for five to 10 years and a fine.36 Punishment has increased to
imprisonment for 10 years to life, plus a fine, under certain aggravated circumstances.37
In Article 240 of China’s criminal code, it further states that “abducting and trafficking
women or children refer to abducting, kidnapping, buying, selling, transporting, or
transshipping women or children.”38
Any person who buys or abducts a woman or child is subject to imprisonment for
up to three years.39 Anyone who buys abducted women and forces them to engage in
sexual activities is subject to punishment under the rape provisions of the criminal code.40
In addition, the Law Safeguarding Women’s Rights and Interests of the People’s
Republic of China prohibit abducting, selling, or kidnapping women as well as buying
such women.41 The criminal code further imposes imprisonment for up to three years on
anyone who uses “force or coercion to obstruct workers of state organs from rescuing
bought women or children.”42
The criminal code punishes organizing and forcing others into prostitution by
imprisonment of five to 10 years and a fine. Punishment is enhanced to imprisonment
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from 10 years to life, plus a fine and confiscation of property, if an organized group
commits the crime, if the victim is a girl under 14 years of age, if the crime committed is
against more than one victim, if the offenders raped the victims, if the crime was
committed repeatedly, or if serious injury or death occurs.43
Anyone who helps others organize people for prostitution is subject to
punishment of imprisonment for up to five years and a fine.44 The acts of harboring a
person involved in prostitution as well as seducing or introducing others into prostitution
are punishable by imprisonment for up to five years and a fine. Seducing a girl less than
14 years of age into prostitution is punishable by imprisonment for at least five years and
a fine.45 In addition, the Law Safeguarding Women’s Rights and Interests of the People’s
Republic of China prohibits organizing, coercing, luring, keeping, or introducing women
to work in prostitution, as well as hiring or keeping women to engage in obscene
activities with others.46
The criminal code penalizes any person who knows that he or she is suffering
from a venereal disease and nonetheless engages in prostitution or seeks out individuals
working in prostitution. Punishment is imprisonment for up to five years and a fine.47 The
code also penalizes any employee of a hotel, the entertainment industry, or a taxi service
who arranges for another person to engage in prostitution or lures another person into
prostitution.48
Unlawfully detaining another person or depriving another person of his or her
personal freedom is an offense punishable by imprisonment for up to three years.49
Anyone who uses force to interfere with another person’s freedom of marriage is subject
to punishment by imprisonment for up to two years.50
Producing and/or disseminating obscene materials51 or organizing an obscene
performance is an offense punishable by imprisonment for up to three years and a fine.52
Labor law permits employees to revoke their employment contract if an employer forces
them to work through means of violence, threat, or deprivation of personal freedom in
violation of law.53 The criminal code further provides that “persons of employing units
who are directly responsible for forcing workers to labor by restricting their physical
freedom in violation of labor management laws and regulations” are subject to
punishment by imprisonment for up to three years, a fine, or both.54
The Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on
the Strict Prohibition Against Prostitution and Whoring prohibits “engaging in
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prostitution, patronizing prostitutes, pimping, pandering, procuring, maintaining a
brothel,” and other related activities.55 The decision imposes the death penalty on
perpetrators who force a girl under the age of 14 to engage in prostitution, who force
more than one person to engage in prostitution, or whose actions result in serious bodily
injury or death.56 In addition, the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
enacted the 1991 Decision Relating to the Severe Punishment of Criminal Elements Who
Abduct and Kidnap Women and Children. That decision criminalizes the purchase and
sale of women who are not abducted.57 A total of 3,400 women and children were rescued
from traffickers between April and August 2009, mostly from the provinces of Shanxi,
Anhui, Yunnan, and Henan. 58
Nongovernmental and International Organization Responses
The U.N. Inter-Agency Project (UNIAP) on Human Trafficking in the Greater
Mekong Sub-region was established in June 2000 to facilitate a stronger and more
coordinated response to regional trafficking in persons. UNIAP brings together six
governments, 13 U.N. agencies, and eight international NGOs.59
The All-China Women’s Federation (ACWF) is the implementing partner of the
International Labour Organization/International Programme on the Elimination of Child
Labour (ILO/IPEC) Mekong Sub regional Project to Combat Trafficking in Children and
Women. The Yunnan Province Women’s Federation implements the program in Yunnan.
ILO/IPEC has begun similar projects in Anhui, Guangdong, Henan, Hunan, and Jiangsu
provinces.60
In September 2007, an anti-trafficking campaign throughout Asia was
implemented by USAID and AusAID, in affiliation with the MTV Europe Foundation
and MTV Networks Asia Pacific. Through this partnership, a variety of anti-trafficking
materials were created through media, such as television specials (one named Traffic),
public service announcements, concerts, a multilingual Internet presence, and MTV
events in locations including Bhutan, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Mongolia, Maldives, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Maldives, Japan, Papua New
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Guinea, South Korea, Thailand, and the Philippines. Southeast Asia and South Asia will
receive separate films and other materials.61
In 2008, twenty countries62 participated in 49 programs focused on combating
trafficking in persons. The Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development, Assistance,
and Training conducted these programs in an effort to promote the prevention of
trafficking, protection of victims, and prosecution of traffickers.63
Multilateral Initiatives
A new statute that governs cross-strait relations between Taiwan and mainland
China contains a number of provisions aimed at curbing the flow of illegal immigration
and trafficking in persons between the two areas. According to October 2003
amendments to the Act Governing Relations between Peoples of the Taiwan Area and the
Mainland Area, forcing any person from the mainland area to enter the Taiwan area
illegally is punishable by a fine and imprisonment of one to seven years.64 If the
perpetrator intends to make a profit, the penalty is increased to three to 10 years of
imprisonment,65 and the penalty for the leading conspirator in the offense is imprisonment
of at least five years.66 Acting as an intermediary in committing this offense is punishable
by up to two years’ imprisonment or by up to three years’ imprisonment if the
perpetrator’s intent was to make a profit.67 Soliciting a person from the Taiwan area to
enter into mainland China illegally is punishable by imprisonment of up to six months.68
In addition, any vessel, aircraft, or other vehicle used in trafficking schemes may be
confiscated,69 and the registration of the vehicle and professional licenses of its crew
members may be suspended or annulled.70
In June 2004, China and Vietnam launched a joint campaign in partnership with
UNICEF to eliminate trafficking in women and children. The one-year program was
implemented by the women’s unions of the two countries, with technical assistance and
support from UNICEF. The campaign, launched on the border linking the Vietnamese
town of Mong Cai to Dong Xing in China, was carried out in Lang Son, Nghe An, Quanh
Ninh, and Thanh Hoa provinces in Vietnam and in Guangxi in China.71 The women’s
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unions of the two countries then implemented a follow-up campaign in the same
provinces in 2005, which included the distribution of leaflets, posters, stickers, T-shirts,
and caps in addition to televised information in an effort to further raise awareness.72
Senior officials from Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam met in
July 2004 for the first time for a closed-door meeting to discuss a new framework to
combat trafficking in the region.73 Those six countries then signed the Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation Against Trafficking in Persons in the Greater Mekong
Sub-region in October 2004, which was focused on combating trafficking across the
borders of these countries through strengthened cooperation among law enforcement. The
Joint Declaration of the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative Against Trafficking
was signed in December, 2007 in an effort to reemphasize the complexity and importance
of fighting human trafficking on a transnational level as well as seeking justice for the
victims of trafficking.74
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