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Trafficking Routes

The Czech Republic is a source, destination, and transit country for victims of trafficking
in persons. However, according to Jitka Gjuricova, director of the Department for Crime
Prevention at the Ministry of the Interior, the Czech Republic is increasingly becoming a mainly
destination country.’

Men and young women trafficked out of the Czech Republic are often taken to other
European countries, such as Italy, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. In 2007, a trafficking ring
was caught controlling seven women who had been brought to the U.K. from the Czech Republic
for commercial prostitution.®> Women brought to the Czech Republic are mostly from Moldova
and the Ukraine.* Others come from Bulgaria, Romania, other former Soviet countries, Vietnam,
and China.’
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Factors That Contribute to the Human Trafficking Infrastructure

The Czech Republic’s geographic location makes it a link between the more
impoverished Eastern European countries and the wealthier Western European nations. This also
makes it a destination country because it is relatively easy for foreigners to come and find the
services they seek at a lower price than in their home country. Gjuricova has cited the lower
prices in the Czech Republic as one of the forces that attracts Western clients.®

In addition, government-led antitrafficking campaigns have not had much success. Many
of the foreign workers trafficked into the Czech Republic do not trust government programs
because of the political situation in their home countries.’

The Czech Republic’s legal framework for addressing human trafficking has caused
some confusion because it is not very clear. Also, it does not adequately reflect international
standards.®

Forms of Trafficking

In the Czech Republic, the most common forms of human trafficking are commercial sex
prostitution and forced labor. Prostitutes and laborers are both domestically trafficked and
brought to the Czech Republic from different countries.’

In 2009, a domestic nongovernmental organization reported that more than 20,000
Vietnamese have arrived in the country since 2007 in order to provide cheap labor for Czech
factories. The report found that many of these workers were not informed of the conditions under
which they would be working and that the jobs arranged for them did not yield enough funds to
repay the costs of their journey. This creates a cycle of overwhelming indebtedness that traps
many newly arrived workers.*

Government Responses

Article 9 of the Czech Republic’s Bill of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms prohibits
forced labor and servitude. However, any definition of or penalty for forced labor is absent from
the criminal code. This has caused confusion among law enforcement as to what is the national
legal framework for addressing forced labor violations.'* In addition, the Czech Republic has
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signed many international agreements banning forced labor, but those regulations do not always
correlate with national legislation.

In regard to addressing forced prostitution in the commercial sex industry, the Czech
government approved a law in July 2005 that serves to help regulate prostitution. Prostitutes are
now required to register for a license and only work in assigned locations. This law might make
it more difficult to traffic persons into the commercial sex industry.* [E: has that happened? Law
is almost 5 years old]

In the Czech Republic, it is difficult to prove allegations, which results in very few of the
accused ever receiving a full sentencing.” Recently, the government has taken steps to address
the weaknesses of its human trafficking policy, and the International Labour Organization has
recognized the Czech Republic for its efforts toward addressing forced labor in the country.*

Nongovernmental and International Organizations Responses

For three months in 2007, the International Organization for Migration joined forces with
the Czech government through a campaign, Together Against Human Trafficking, to raise
awareness of sex trafficking in the Czech Republic. The project was financed by the Interior
Ministry and utilized posters and postcards to spread the message. The campaign tried to
encourage tourists to call anonymous hotlines if they thought a prostitute they visited might be a
victim of human trafficking. As a result, the IOM received 24 e-mails and 30 phone calls from
concerned tourists, and investigations are still in progress.*

La Strada is a transnational NGO that focuses on raising preventative awareness,
protecting rescued victims, and advocating at the governmental level for better enforcement of
antitrafficking laws.'® Currently, the Czech branch of La Strada is focusing its projects on finding
ways to ensure that action is being taken against human trafficking, promoting a
multidisciplinary approach to achieving its goals, protecting the especially vulnerable
populations (such as youth living in institutional care facilities and Roma women), reintegrating
rescued victims into society, and other joint and regional initiatives.

Multilateral Initiatives

In 2004, France signed the Daphne Il project. Running through 2008 with a budget of 50
million euros, the program supports organizations that “develop measures and actions to prevent
or to combat all types of violence against children, young people, and women and to protect the
victims and groups at risk.” It is open to organizations from the 27 [E: we’ll need to be sure this
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error wasn’t repeated in other profiles]European Union member states, European Free Trade
Association and European Economic Area countries, plus Turkey, Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, and Montenegro.*
[E: pls. confirm edits—Bulgaria and Romania are listed as EEA members so should not be in this list?]

The European Commission is working with EU member states to address the issue of
human trafficking in Europe. While holding the EU presidency from January to June 2009, the
Czech government coordinated its efforts with other EU states and held two conferences to
increase awareness of and dialogue about human trafficking.*
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