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“Human Rights: universal principles and regional guarantees”

- Arab Charter on Human Rights and European Convention on Human Rights
Médiateur de la République – Johns Hopkins University – Paris II University
Paris - February, 1st 2010

MORNING 8.45 – 12.30
8.45 – 9.00

Arrival of the participants

9.00 – 10.30 

Opening Speeches 

( Mr. Jean-Paul Delevoye, Mediator of the French Republic
( Mr. Gianni Magazzeni, Coordinator of the National Institutions Unit, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Right 
(Mr. Alvaro Gil Robles, former Human Rights Commissioner of the Council of Europe, former Ombudsman of Spain

( Pr. Abdelmadjid Zaalani, Vice-président of the Arab Commission for Human Rights
( Mr. Mahmoud Rached Ghaleb, Director of the Civil Society and trade unions Department of the League of Arab States
( Monsieur Markus Jaeger, Head of Legislative Support and National Human Rights Structures Division, Directorate General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs, Council of Europe 

10.00 – 10.30→ 1st round table: Presentation of the European Convention of Human Rights

Pr. Emmanuel Decaux, Professor of Law, Paris II Panthéon-Assas University
Sub-themes
· European Convention and International Bill of Human Rights
· Dynamics/evolution of the European Convention
· European Convention and other European tools (Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 2000).
10.30 - 10.45 
Coffee break

10.45 – 11.15→ 2nd round table: Presentation of the Arab Charter on Human Rights
Dr. Mohammed Mattar, Research Professor of Law and Executive Director, The Protection Project, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS (School of Advanced International Studies)
Sub-themes
· Arab Charter and International Bill of Human Rights
· Dynamics/evolution of the Arab Charter 
· Arab Charter and  the Organisation of The Islamic Conference’s tools (Cairo Declaration on Human Rights, 1990)
11h15 – 12h30 → 3rd round table: Human Rights: between universalism and relativism 
Dr. Mohammed Mattar, chairman, Research Professor of Law and Executive Director, The Protection Project, John Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies
Introduction by Mr. Robert Badinter, Senator and former Minister of Justice, and discussion with the participants
Sub-themes:
· The issue of death penalty
· Gender discriminations
12.30 – 14.00

Lunch
AFTERNOON 14.00 – 18.00
14.00 – 15.00→ Follow-up of the 3rd round table: Human Rights: between universalism and relativism
· Freedom of speech
15.00 – 15.15

Coffee break 
15.15 – 17.30→ 4th round table: Enforcement of Human Rights 
Pr. Emmanuel Decaux, chairman, Professor of Law, Paris II Panthéon-Assas University
Introduction by Ms. Elham Alshejni, Director of Human Rights of the League of Arab States, and discussion with the participants
Sub-themes

· Non-judicial protection mechanisms : ombudsmen and national institutions 

· The role of international and national jurisdictions
· The role of Civil Society and NGOs 
17h30 → Closure of the Conference by Mr. Jean-Paul Delevoye, Mediator of the French Republic
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