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Luncheon with Ambassador Luis C. de Baca 
June 23rd, 2010
At The Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
Washington, DC
On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies, I would like to welcome all of you to the Fourteenth Embassy Luncheon. 

Today we are devoting this Embassy Luncheon to a discussion of:

The 2010 United States State Department Trafficking In Persons Report.
The Embassy Luncheon is a tradition of the Protection Project where we come together and meet ambassadors and embassy representatives and share ideas and exchange news.  
We are happy to once again be in the company of Ambassador Luis C. de Baca on this important anniversary. For today, we are celebrating 10 years of the TIP Report, and I am pleased to say it has been a decade of advancements. 

In 2001 the report was 105 pages long. 

Now, it is at a thick 373. 

In 2001 only 82 countries were covered. 

Now, we have trafficking reports on 177. 
The tier rankings too, have grown and changed.

In 2001 there were only 12 countries in Tier 1, 

47 in Tier 2, and 23 in Tier 3.

In 2010, there are 30 countries in Tier 1,

74 in Tier 2, 58 in Tier 2 Watch List, 13 in Tier 3, 

and 2 Special Cases. 

And as I always say the TIP Report constitutes the primary reference and the main source of information on efforts made by foreign governments to combat trafficking in persons.

The TIP Report is an educational tool. 

We learn from it.

We refer to it.
I teach a summer course on International business and human rights and last week I devoted the entire class to the role of the private sector in combating human trafficking as outlined in the TIP Report.
And that is why we have this review of the report that you have a copy of. That is why we have with us today Ambassador Luis C. de Baca.
Here are some of the findings of the report that we highlighted in this review:

First, the report highlights a serious problem of trafficking in children.  Children are subject to trafficking in many cases including:
· Child begging is a problem in 61 countries. 
· Child Soldiers is a problem in 15 countries.
· The number of countries of destination for child sex tourism is 105.

· In 37 of the reported countries female victims are trafficked for the purpose of forced marriage.
· Trafficking for the purpose of domestic service is a problem in 110 countries.

This is a serious problem, and I am currently working on a model law on rights of domestic workers. I was happy to learn from the TIP Report that Canada just passed the Employment Protection for Foreign Nationals Act. 
Second: as to governments’ efforts to combat the problem, here are some numbers from the report.
· Only in 36 countries the government has a national action plan to combat human trafficking. 129 countries lacked any form of national action plan.
· The report mentions 33 countries where there are monitoring and reporting mechanisms. In 144 countries there is no mention of monitoring or reporting mechanisms.

· In 23 countries trafficking in persons was incorporated in their general academic curriculum as a preventive measure in the fight against trafficking. 

· 54 countries offer no residency options for victims of trafficking. In these countries victims of trafficking have been deported or sometimes deported or maybe deported. 
· Cooperation between NGO’s and governments is reported in 155 countries. 
Finally, the status of anti-trafficking legislation:

· 67 countries have comprehensive acts
· 66 countries have comprehensive provisions in Criminal law
· 29 countries have provisions in penal law criminalizing some forms of trafficking
· 9 countries have laws specifically focused on child anti-trafficking laws
· 4 countries have an anti-trafficking draft law

· Only 2 countries, out of the 177 countries ranked in the TIP Report, have no specific laws on trafficking. 

This is a success story, almost every country in the world has a law against trafficking. However, if you take a look at the report you can conclude that countries still have a long way to go. Out of the 177 countries covered by the report only 30 are ranked as Tier 1.
Without any further delay, please help me welcome Ambassador Luis C. de Baca.  [image: image1.png]
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