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Thank you, Dean Jessica, for the kind words and for your support of The Protection Project. 
And on behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies I would like to welcome our distinguished guests to the Fifth Human Rights Annual Symposium. 
We are delighted to receive

· Ambassadors,
· Representatives of different embassies and international organizations,
· Government officials,
· Deans and professors,
· NGO advocates,
· And students from SAIS and other academic institutions.
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· The first Symposium was on child sex tourism and child pornography on the internet. 
· The second was on education and how can we incorporate human trafficking in human rights curricula in colleges and universities. 
· The third was devoted to the economics of trafficking. 
· The fourth was on trafficking as a form of violence against women. 
This year, we are celebrating 10 years of the U.N. Protocol on Trafficking and of the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act. 
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In 2000, an international consensus was formed that we have a gross violation of human rights that must be confronted. We reached a definition. Basically, movement of people for the purpose of exploitation constitutes human trafficking. 
As of this morning, 141 countries have ratified the Protocol. 

And in the last ten years, a number of changes on the international, regional, and national levels has taken place. So, this is the moment to reflect on these changes and set an agenda for the future. 

To me, there have been three major changes. What I call the “conceptual change,” the “institutional change,” and the “procedural change.”
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By the conceptual change, I am referring to a major shift under international human rights law from slavery to exploitation.
Trafficking, while it may entail in some cases elements of slavery, does not require ownership, or buying and selling, or a master-servant relationship. Trafficking is wider than that. Every time you are moving a person for the purpose of exploitation, you have a case of human trafficking.
This broad definition of human trafficking is reflected in domestic legislation and in fact, at least 171 countries have already passed some kind of anti-trafficking legislation. This is a success story that we have to tell in the anti-trafficking movement. 
This is also the definition that was followed by the 2004 Arab Charter on Human Rights and the 2005 Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings. Both were influenced by the U.N. Protocol.  
Now, from the conceptual change to the institutional change. No longer do we have sporadic individual efforts to combat human trafficking.
A number of institutions have been established in different countries. Sometimes, it is called a Foundation. Sometimes it is called a Committee. Sometimes it is called a Department. And sometimes it is called a Task Force. 
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The question is whether civil society organizations are represented in any of these institutions.
Let me first define what I mean by civil society. I mean an A, and a C, an M, and an N, and an R.

The A stands for academic institutions. And I am proud of the work that we at Johns Hopkins University do and it would not have been done without our good partners all over the world. 
Let me mention a very special one. Mr. Mahmoud Reeh, Assistant Secretary General of the World Islamic Call Society of Libya. 
The C stands for corporation. And as we all know, with globalization and the rise of multinational corporations, bad things may happen; illicit or illegal corporate practices and misuse of technology. We have to emphasize here corporate social responsibility. 

The M stands for the media. And I hope that the media is covering this conference.

The N stands for non-governmental organizations, NGOs. Without NGOs we will not have even any awareness of the problem of human trafficking. 

And the R stands for religious institutions. We have to think about how we can use the good principles of religion to prohibit human exploitation and human trafficking.
On March 14 and 15 of next year, The Protection Project will be organizing a conference on Islam and Europe at the SAIS campus in Bologna, Italy. 

And that is why The Protection Project will have its Sixth Annual Conference on the role of civil society in combating human trafficking. So mark your calendar, November 2, 2011, next year it is a Wednesday.
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Now, the third type of change is what I call procedural change allowing victims of trafficking international remedies when they exhaust domestic remedies but they do not get justice in court. 

Two examples will suffice. One, under the Optional Protocol to CEDAW, a victim of trafficking may file a complaint before the CEDAW Committee. And the first case of human trafficking was filed in the complaint number 15 of 2007 when a woman from China complained that she has been exploited in the streets of Holland for the purpose of prostitution and she was denied the right to residency although the Dutch law allows such a right. 

The second case is from the European Court of Human Rights and a January 7, 2010 judgment that a woman from Russia should not be exploited in Cyprus when the state failed to provide her with any protection in violation of the European Convention, the U.N. Trafficking Protocol, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

We should enhance trafficking victims’ access to justice. 
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I am proud that The Protection Project has established the International Human Rights Clinic. The Clinic serves three functions. 

1) Drafting model laws on various areas of human rights through its Drafting Human Rights Legislation Expert Group. 

The Protection Project has drafted model laws on human trafficking, violence against women, and child protection and we are currently working on rights of people with disabilities and on legal aid and access to justice. 

2) Conducting research and training through the Association of Scholars of Trafficking in Persons. 

So if you are planning on teaching a course on human trafficking, our website includes about 120 syllabi that you may make use of. 

3) Providing technical assistance in establishing law clinics around the world through its Clinical Legal Education Network.

I am proud that The Protection Project assisted Alexandria University Faculty of Law in establishing the first law clinic in Egypt. 
So, please help me welcome Dr. Fayez Mohammed, Director of the Alexandria Law Clinic. 
I would also like to welcome the other members of Alexandria Law School who are joining us today. 
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In the United States, there are 44 States that have laws on trafficking. As to the federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act, it was amended three times. In 2003, in 2005, and in 2008. 
So, if you would like to take a look at these amendments, The Protection Project website has the TVPA in four colors, black, red, blue, and green. 
These amendments were designed to enhance victims’ protection. Now, a trafficking victim has the right to civil compensation including punitive damages in addition to the mandatory restitution granted by the original Act. 

This is a good model of the right of a victim to a remedy that I will be presenting to the United Nations Expert Consultation on Effective Remedies for Victims of Trafficking in Persons that will be held this month on November 22-23 in Slovakia. 

Another important amendment to the Act is adding reducing demand to the minimum standards that foreign countries have to comply with. 
In the 2010 Trafficking in Persons Report, 177 countries were covered in 373 pages. Compare that to the first Report which was only 105 pages long, covering only 82 countries. 

Another change is that the TVPA now applies on extraterritorial basis regardless of the place where the trafficking offense has been committed. 
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Of course, under the ICC Statute, universality may become the basis for criminalizing human trafficking defined as enslavement that can constitute a crime against humanity. 

The man behind this major international law development is our keynote speaker. He was the Chairman of the drafting committee on the establishment of the ICC. 
This was one of the 24 United Nations appointments that he held on various issues of human rights. 
He is a scholar who authored and edited 78 books as well as 255 articles on human rights, international law, and international criminal law. He was also referenced 27 times in U.S. Supreme Court decisions. 
It has been an honor for The Protection Project to cooperate with the International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences (ISISC) of which he is the President.

I will just mention the most recent two programs. The 10th Specialization Course in International Criminal Law for Young Penalists entitled “Human Trafficking for Commercial Sexual Exploitation” which took place in Siracusa, Italy from May 23 to June 2, 2010.
The other is the workshop that we held together at the Institute on developing and designing a course on International Business and Human Rights in January 2010. 

Please help me welcome our keynote speaker Professor Cherif Bassiouni.
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