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On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies I would like to welcome our 
· Distinguished guests
· Ambassadors
· Representatives of different embassies and international organizations
· Government officials
· Deans and professors
· NGO advocates
· And students from SAIS and other academic institutions 

to the Fourth Human Rights Annual Symposium.

· The first Symposium was on child sex tourism and child pornography on the internet. 
· The second was on education and how can we incorporate human trafficking in human rights curricula in colleges and universities. 
· And the third was devoted to the economics of trafficking, the findings of which were published in our new issue of The Protection Project Journal of Human Rights and Civil Society. 

This year, our issue is trafficking as a form of violence against women, analyzing it as a criminal offense, a public health problem and a violation of human rights.

If you take a look at the anti-trafficking movement, you will find that it evolved as part of the anti-slavery movement and not as part of the movement fighting violence against women. 

I asked my students who are taking my human trafficking course, why slavery and not violence? And their answer was simply that slavery as a concept better defines the elements of human trafficking, which are basically exploitation, undue influence and control. 

Anyway, I trust that this Symposium will address this question and provide us with some answers. 
I do not have to worry – with us is the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, Mrs. Joy Ezeilo.

Welcome Mrs. Joy, the last time we were together was less than a month ago, when you and I spoke before the United Nations, launching the International Framework for Action to Implement the U.N. Protocol on Trafficking.

The last time I checked the status of ratification was last night. 133 countries are now parties to the Protocol. This year Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Qatar, Syria, Togo, United Arab Emirates ratified the Protocol. 

Mrs. Joy, you spoke about the 5 P’s and I also spoke about the 5 P’s but you emphasized punishment and promotion of international cooperation in addition to the traditional 3 P’s, prevention, protection, and prosecution.

I focused more on provision of services and participation. I call this the missing P, a role for NGOs and other elements of civil society, including colleges and universities, as well as multi-national corporations and other business enterprises.

This is particularly important as we are now witnessing a global economic crisis, increasing poverty and massive unemployment, and it is expected that trafficking for the purpose of labor exploitation will also rise.

I would like the Symposium to ask why we were successful in passing anti-trafficking legislation and we did not have similar success passing anti-violence-against-women legislation.

Since the passage of the U.N. Protocol on Trafficking and the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act in 2000, every country except perhaps 30 or so has passed a law or a draft law on trafficking. 

Next year marks the ten year anniversary of the U.N. Protocol and the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act. I would like you to mark your calendar for 2010, precisely November 2, which is a Tuesday, when we will hold our fifth Symposium on “Ten Years Later: An Analysis of the U.N. Trafficking Protocol and the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act.”

Out of the 175 countries that the U.S. TIP Report covered for 2009

· 60 countries have a comprehensive anti-trafficking legislation 
· 76 countries have an anti-trafficking provision as part of their criminal code,
· 6 countries cover trafficking in their immigration laws, 
· 6 countries have a child-anti-trafficking legislation,
· 12 countries have an anti-trafficking draft law.

I would like to see the same legislative change happen in the violence-against-women movement. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

Take for instance the Arab world. Only Jordan has a specific law on domestic violence and only Tunisia has a law on sexual harassment.

Of course, I understand that there is a draft law in Egypt, another in Saudi Arabia, a third in Bahrain, and a fourth in Lebanon. 

However, the latest statistics that I have show that still over 100 countries do not have a specific law on violence against women.

The United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women released a good publication on “Good practices in legislation on violence against women” and Janette Amer is with us today to talk about these practices. 

I am also proud to present you a Model Law on the elimination of domestic violence that The Protection Project worked on in cooperation with the Suzanne Mubarak Regional Center for Women’s Health and Development.

So let me take this opportunity to welcome our special guest, the Director of the Suzanne Mubarak Center, Dr. Hassan Salam, a man whom I admire for his leadership and commitment to good and serious work. 

I look forward to your presentation on the medical consequences of violence against women. 

I am also delighted that we are starting a new program with the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children on drafting a model law on child protection. 

I would like this Symposium to continue what we started in November 2007, when we established The Protection Project Association of Scholars of Trafficking in Persons. 

I am pleased that we now have a network of scholars who can share their syllabi and exchange ideas in research and teaching. 

Ambassador Mark Lagon, the Director of the Polaris Project, will be chairing a panel on the current status of research and teaching in the area of human trafficking.

I am also pleased that The Protection Project will be working next month with Alexandria Law School to establish a law clinic, the first in Egyptian legal education, to provide assistance to victims of violence including trafficking.  

So let me take this opportunity to welcome our special guest, the Dean of Alexandria Law School, Dr. Ahmed Hindi, a good friend of mine.

I would like to recognize the ambassador of Egypt, Ambassador Sameh Shoukry, who is with us today. Welcome, Mr. Ambassador and welcome to the new Egyptian diplomats who will be serving Egypt in different countries of the world. 

I would like to recognize Professor Bridget Carr,  who is running the first human trafficking clinic in the U.S.
I would like to thank Dr. Jane Sigmon, the senior coordinator for international programs, at the U.S. State Department Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking for her continuous support of our work here at The Protection Project.

November 2 is a special day because today, we are celebrating 10 years of The Protection Project at Johns Hopkins University SAIS. 10 years working on advancing the human rights agenda. 

Back in 1999, the focus of the Project was exclusively on human trafficking. Now, The Protection Project is carrying out many programs promoting respect for international human rights, strengthening the rule of law, enhancing access to justice, engaging NGOs and other elements of civil society, advancing human rights education around the world. 

In 10 years, The Protection Project did good work in 54 countries and here in the United States, The Protection Project was part of the human rights work in 35 cities.

This would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of the Protection Project staff Anna Koppel, Elaine Panter, Jaime Arvon-Jones, Jessica Morrison, Isis Elgibali, Liisa Marquardt, Julia Braunmiller and all our research associates and interns. Those are the warriors who write my speeches, draft our proposals, and do all the work. Thank you.

Of course, I would also like to thank all our donors, especially Lexis Nexis for their support of the symposium and all our partners who help make our work possible. 

I can keep going but this means that we are going to have a late lunch. 

Now we are looking toward the next 10 years. But before we begin year 11, we have to recognize the person who started it all. 

A leader in the anti-trafficking movement who had a vision of what needed to be done, an advocate for victims’ rights, and an activist in the global struggle against human trafficking. 

For her leadership and commitment and for her invaluable contributions, today, we award her The Protection Project’s First Human Rights Award.

Please help me applaud Laura J. Lederer. 

Now, I would like to introduce our keynote speaker, Mrs. Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, Especially in Women and Children. Mrs. Joy is a lawyer, a scholar, a professor, and an activist with education in law, human rights, gender, peace studies and conflict resolution. 

Mrs. Joy is the founder and chief-executive officer of Women’s Aid Collective, a non-governmental organization dedicated to promoting the human rights of women and young people. She is also the founder of the West African Women Rights Coalition and initiated the “Say No to Violence Against Women and Girls Campaign.” 

Mrs. Joy worked as pro bono lawyer for poor and vulnerable women and girls, she carried out humanitarian work involving gender issues, governance and conflict resolution, in Nigeria and in many international organizations. 
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