
History 196: Human Trafficking, Past to Present 
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Introduction: This seminar examines the social and cultural history of human trafficking 

to North America from the 17th century to the present. Beginning with the organization 

of both the servant trade from Great Britain and the slave trade from Africa in the 1600s  

to the creation of sex trafficking in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the course 

seeks to historicize how the commodification of migrant workers’ mobility has fueled the 

creation of coercive labor relations. We will focus on the varied languages that refomers, 

businessmen, migrant workers, and policy makers have used to describe human 

trafficking, from Christian slavery to white slavery, chattel slavery to sex and wage 

slavery. In so doing, we grapple with challenging contemporary moral and policy 

dilemmas: should trafficked migrants be thought of as slaves? What has the role of race 

played in the creation and regulation of human traffic? Why are the forms and locations 

of human trafficking expanding today, more than a century after abolition? Readings will 

comprise a combination of primary and secondary readings. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Students have an excellent opportunity to grapple with these intellectual, moral, and 

historical challenges throughout the seminar. The first and perhaps most important 

requirement is active reading of all assigned materials and engaged discussion of them in 

our weekly seminars. While the volume of weekly reading varies, it is substantial and I 

advise all students not to delay reading until the night before class.  

 

We will read a variety of primary and secondary sources for the class, alternating 

between them in order to generate critical perspectives on both kinds of writings about 

human trafficking and “white slavery.” To help improve students’ preparation and 

participation, each student will write a comment/question on the week’s readings and 

email it to me by noon on Thursday. Comments turned in late will not be accepted – and 

will receive no credit -- unless the student has a dean’s excuse.  The question/comments 

should not exceed one type-written page in length. All written comments must be posted 

on the class’s blackboard website.  

 

The comments should seek to ask an interpretive question of the readings, not merely to 

summarize their content. The types of questions that we can ask of primary and 

secondary sources are quite distinct, but the analytical purpose of them is similar: to 

grapple with what I call the “architecture” of a given text, the choices that all authors 

make of omission and inclusion in a text, as well as the ways they connect particular 

experience to broader cultural and political topics.  Students must write and post eight 

weekly comments. They will be returned from me with comments on how to push one’s 



analysis further or better organize it. These comments account for one quarter of the final 

grade. (25%) 

 

The second kind of writing required is to investigate and write a research essay of 

between twenty and twenty-five pages in length on a particular dimension of human 

trafficking in a specific historical setting of the student’s choosing.  Students will submit 

a rough draft of their papers four weeks before the end of the term and will be expected to 

revise the essay substantially in light of both the professor’s and student comments. All 

rough drafts will be workshopped (read beforehand and discussed in class) before being 

revised and turned in one week after class has ended.  In the final two weeks of class, 

each student will be required to read the work of their peers, to present their own research 

paper briefly when it is their turn, and to comment briefly on one of their peer’s work, 

highlighting areas for revision, expansion, and clarification. The rough draft and 

workshopping of each student’s work will be worth 20% of a student’s final grade. The 

revised research paper will be worth 30% of one’s final grade.  

  

The remaining 25% of each student’s grade will be constituted by their class 

participation. There are several kinds of productive contribution to class discussion. I 

expect students not simply to talk a lot, but rather to listen to each other carefully and 

critically as well. Good seminar conversations begin with active and engaged listening 

and real dialogue, rather than rehearsed monologues, however insightful. I will evaluate 

not so much the quantity of a person’s speech, in other words, as the quality of their 

contributions: the ways students spark dialogue and open up opportunities for 

reconsideration and reflection. Making points at someone else’s expense is expressly 

discouraged.  

 

Grading: 

25% Class participation.  

25% Eight weekly written comments. 

20% Rough drafts.   

30% Final revised paper. 

            

Books to purchase at the Regulator Bookshop on Ninth Street): 

Batstone, Not for Sale: The Return of the Global Slave Trade 

Linda Colley, Captives 

Christopher Brown, Moral Capital 

David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness 

Judy Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delights 

Brian Donovan, White Slave Crusades: Race, Gender, and Anti-Vice Activism 

 

All additional readings will be available online at the blackboard website, from where 

they can be downloaded and printed. Please bring copies of all articles and books to 

seminar for discussion.  

  

 

 



Part One: Introduction and Overview 

 

January 10: Introduction: The Problems of Human Trafficking: Definitions 

 

January 17: Contemporary Challenges: From Human Trafficking to White Slavery 

 

 

Part Two: Human Trafficking and the Rise of Racial Slavery, 1600-1800 

 

January 24: Muslim Masters  

Linda Colley, Captives, 1-134. 

Robert Davis, Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters, 3-26. 

Document: Thomas Lurting, The Fighting Sailor turn’d Peaceable Christian (1710), 3-

46; George Fox, To the Great Turk, and his King at Argiers (1680), 1-20. 

 

January 31:  Christian and Indian Masters 

Edmund Morgan, American Freedom, American Slavery, 108-157. 

Linda Colley, Captives, 137-238. 

Document: Peter Williamson, French and Indian Cruelty (1762) fifth edition, 1-155; 

John Jewett, The White Slave of Maquinna, 1815 

 

All Students should have selected a research topic and met with Professor Peck to 

discuss it by January 31. 

 

 

Part Three: Trafficking in Race: Wars against Slave Traffic in the 19
th

 Century 

 

February 7: Abolishing the Traffic in British Slaves 

Amazing Grace, excerpts. 

Christopher Brown, Moral Capital. 

Documents: Equiano’s Narrative. 

 

February 14: Working-Class Stories: The United States & Great Britain 

David Roediger, Wages of Whiteness, 2-92. 

Gunther Peck, “White Slavery and Whiteness, LABOR: Studies in Working Class 

History of the Americas 1:2 (Summer 2004): 41-63. 

Documents: Speeches and poems, Richard Oastler, 1818-1832; Editorials by George 

Henry Evans in The Working Man’s Advocate, 1844-45. 

 

February 21: Whiteness and Slave Traffic in the U.S. on the Eve of Civil War 

Walter Johnson, “The Slave Trader, the White Slave, and the Politics of Racial 

Determination in the 1850s,” Journal of American History, 87:1 (June 2000): 13-38. 

Documents: Testimony from Salome Muller court case, New Orleans, 1848. 

George Fitzhugh, “The Conservative Principle,” DeBow’s Review, May 1857. 

 

 



 

Part Four: Feminizing Human Trafficking 

 

February 28: Sex, Class, and Empire in Great Britain, 1870-1900 

Judy Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight, 41-134. 

Documents William Stead, The Pall Mall Gazette, 1886; Speeches from the Match Girls 

strike, London, 1888. 

 

March 6: White Slave Crusades in North America, 1900-1915 

Brian Donovan, White Slave Crusades: Race, Gender, and Anti-Vice Activism, 1-139. 

Documents: Marcus Braun Reports, 1906-1909, U.S. Bureau of Immigration; Movie, 

“The Traffic in Souls.” 

 

Part Five: Rediscovering Slavery in the 21
st
 Century 

 

March 20: Defining Sexual Slavery, Post 9/11 

Batstone, Not for Sale: The Return of the Global Sex Trade (2007). 

 

March 27: From Sexual to Human Trafficking 

Destafano, The War on Human Trafficking: U.S. Policy Assessed, (2007), excerpts. 

Documents: Newspaper coverage of the “Deaf Mexicans” smuggling ring. 

 

April 3: No class: Working on Rough Drafts.  

Individual meetings with Professor Peck. 

 

April 7: Monday at Noon: Post First Group of Rough Drafts on Blackboard. 

  

April 10: Thursday: Work Shopping of First Group of Rough Drafts. 

 

April 14: Monday at Noon: Post Second Group of Rough Drafts on Blackboard 

 

April 17: Thursday: Work Shopping of Second Group of Rough Drafts.    

 

April 24: Final Papers Due, 5 p.m.  Students must turn in a hard copy in my 

mailbox and post papers on Blackboard. Late papers will receive a third of a grade 

deduction for each day they are late.  

   

April 24: Thursday, 5-6 p.m. End of Semester Gathering, Professor Peck’s House.  


