
HUMAN TRAFFICKING WORKSHOP 

 

 

 

Theatre studies 149S/Lit 131S/ 

Doc Studs 190S 

 

Brody Theatre 1:20-2:30pm 

 

PURPOSE: 

To create an original play on the subject of human 

trafficking. This is an acting class, so we'll 

build the piece through research, improv and 

rehearsal techniques we'd use if we were making a 

professional play that would have a commercial run 

in a theatre.  

Our play (with some ensuing revisions) will be 

performed in November 2009 in Sheafer Theatre as 

part of the Theatre Studies Department's mainstage 

season and Duke University's as yet untitled human 

trafficking conference. 

 



Our play must be funny, sad, terrifying and have 

notes of grace to it. It can be ANYTHING except a 

huge downer that no one would ever want to see. It 

must be about the triumph of love and life over the 

forces of  hate and death.  

You will provide the text and scenarios. I will 

help you edit and steer you when you're getting 

into untheatrical territories. 

This material that you research can be crushingly 

depressing and make you want to give up on 

humankind. Don't do it. Push through and find the 

hope in every seemingly hopeless story.  

 

Ground Rules: 

- Don't be late. Three latenesses equals an 

unexcused absence. 

-One unexcused absence is fine. Every one 

thereafter will effect your grade. 

-No food or drink in the classroom except water. 

-Go pee pee before class begins. 

-If your cell phone goes rings or vibrates in class 

then you must bring   

   cookies or cake for everyone to the next class. 

-If you have a personal problem or health issue 

that is affecting your  

    performance in class: let me know so it won't 

effect your grade. 

-If you don't like or disagree with something said 

or done in this class you  

   must speak out and get it off your chest. If you 

don't feel like you can say  

    something in front of the class you can say it 

to me before or after or by  

    appointment. 

 

GRADING: 



In general you will be graded on your guts, 

attitude and passion for the work. You will not be 

judged by talent or forced enthusiasm. 

Specifically you'll be graded on: 

 

WRITTEN WORK: You will be writing scenes and 

monologues  alone and in groups as we go. I don't 

care if you're a lousy writer. Good! Pour your guts 

out and maybe you'll blow us apart. (33.3%) 

 

PERFORMANCES: We'll be showing scenes and improves 

as we go. The final play will be presented in some 

form either in class or, if we can swing it, the 

final week of classes. (33.3%) 

 

ATTITUDE: Contribute to class discussion, research 

findings, critique of others and generally be 

delightful and sassy. (33.4%) 

 

ATTENDANCE: I reserve the right to subtract points 

for unexcused absences: your scene partners depend 

on having you in class to rehearse, etc. Medical 

appointments and sporting gigs must be backed up in 

writing. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Both of these are at The Regulator Bookshop on 

Ninth St. 

 

DISPOSEABLE PEOPLE by Kevin Bales 

SELLING OLGA  by Louisa Waugh (this title will 

arrive later in the semester) 

 

Please sign up for info from this great website: 

http://www.freetheslaves.net 


