
 

 

Sex Trafficking of Girls and Women 

WGS 293.653 

Summer Session 1 (Distance Education) 

 

 

Michelle R. Kaufman, PhD 

Phone: 860-869-6611 

MichelleRKaufman@gmail.com or mrkaufma@ncsu.edu  

 

Office Hours: Mondays, 1-3pm on Elluminate: http://elluminate.wolfware.ncsu.edu  

 

This class is designed to introduce you to the issue of human trafficking, particularly into 

sex work. We will focus on trafficking in various parts of the world, including South 

Asia, the Middle East, Eastern Europe, South America, Africa, and the U.S. and Canada. 

We will evaluate the root causes of trafficking, how trafficking victims and survivors are 

portrayed, public policy and international laws on trafficking, and discuss ideas for ways 

to reduce trafficking. You will be expected not only to become knowledgeable on the 

issue, but also to critique the various aspects and portrayals of trafficking. 

 

Texts: 
 

REQUIRED: 

McCormick, P. (2006). Sold. New York: Hyperion. 

 

OPTIONAL: 

Farr, K. (2005). Sex Trafficking: The Global Market in Women and Children. New 

York: Worth Publishers. 

Kempadoo, K. (Ed.) (2005). Trafficking and Prostitution Reconsidered: New 

Perspectives on Migration, Sex Work, and Human Rights. Boulder, CO: Paradigm 

Publishers. 

 

Other readings and articles will be made available on Moodle or through the 

library’s online course reserves. 

 
 

 

NOTE: Emails I send through Moodle that are announcements from listservs I am on are 

not required reading for the course, but FYI. If you are on the NCSTOP listserv already, 

please let me know and I will not send those announcements to you a second time. 

 

 

mailto:MichelleRKaufman@gmail.com
mailto:mrkaufma@ncsu.edu
http://elluminate.wolfware.ncsu.edu/


Grades: 

 
Weekly Discussion Questions (25%) 

 Each week you are expected to post at least one original entry to a posted 

question and respond to at least 1 other student’s entry with a constructive 

response that continues the conversation in the forum section of Moodle. At least 

one question will be posted weekly. 

 In your post, cite at least one source from the readings, film clips, or an outside 

source to support your post. At the end of your post, include the source(s) in the 

most current APA format. If you do not have a citation in proper format, you will 

automatically lose 10 points off your posting. 

 Post your entry by Friday of the week it is assigned, and respond to another 

student’s post by Sunday. Grades for discussion postings lose 5 points for every 

day they are posted late. 

 

NGO website summary (10%) 

 Details to follow 

 

Film Critique (15%) 

 Watch one of the following mainstream films and write a 3-4 page critique. All 

films should be available in movie stores or through Netflix or Blockbuster 

online. 

Human Trafficking (2005; originally shown on Lifetime) 

Trade (2007) 

Taken (2008) 

 

The critique should include the following: 

o A brief summary of the plot. 

o A description of the audience you think the film is meant to target and 

whether it is effective in doing so. 

o A discussion of how well the film represents the reality of the trafficking 

issue. 

o A discussion of how the film helps or hurts the anti-trafficking cause and 

why. 

o What you thought of the film. 

 

Critiques should be in 11 or 12 point font and double spaced. Please edit your work 

and use proper spelling and grammar! 

 

Final Exam (50%) 

 Exam to be taken at the DELTA office on campus the final week of the course. It 

will cover all material from the semester. It will be a combination of definitions, 

short answers, and long essays. You must schedule a time to take the exam with 

the DELTA office ahead of time.  



Schedule 

 

Each week you should read what is listed in the syllabus, as well as look at any materials 

posted for the week on Moodle. I will sometimes post additional articles or video links 

that I think are important. 

 

Week 1—Introduction to Trafficking 

 Watch Traffic: Lucy Liu-- 

http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=4&vdo_cat=1  

 Watch Dying to Leave-- http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/dying-to-

leave/video-full-episode/1126/  

 Sanghera, J. (2005). ―Unpacking the trafficking discourse.‖ In Trafficking and 

Prostitution Reconsidered (pgs. 3-24). Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers. 

 Monzini, P. (2005). ―La donna e mobile: Female emigration and prostitution.‖ In 

Sex Traffic: Prostitution, Crime and Exploitation (pgs. 58-83). New York: Zed 

Books. 

 

Week 2--South Asia 

 Watch The Day My God Died-- 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV5W6F4L5i8  

 Watch Sold: Lara Dutta-- 

http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=1&vdo_cat=1  

 McCormick, P. (2006). Sold. New York: Hyperion Paperbacks. 

 Crawford, M., & Kaufman, M. R. (2008). Sex trafficking in Nepal: Survivor 

characteristics and long-term outcomes. Violence Against Women, 14, 905–916. 

 

Week 3—Europe 

 Watch Inhuman Traffic: Angelina Jolie-- 

http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=19&vdo_cat=1  

 Farr, K. (2005). ―From here to there: Sex trafficking flows and the economic 

conditions that drive them.‖ In Sex Trafficking: The Global Market in Women and 

Children (pgs. 132-162). New York: Worth Publishers. 

 African sex slaves forced to work in Irish brothels--

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/ireland/100521/African-women-sex-slaves-

human-trafficking   

 

Week 4--The Middle East and Africa 

 Cwikel, J., & Hoban, E. (2005). Contentious issues in research on trafficked 

women working in the sex industry. Journal of Sex Research, 42, 306–316. 

 Cwikel, J.G. (2006). ―Immigrants, migrants, and special populations.‖ In Social 

Epidemiology: Strategies for Public Health Activism (pgs. 476-480). New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

 Okonofua, F.E., Ogbomwan, S.M., Alutu, A.N., Kufre, O., & Eghosa, A. (2004). 

Knowledge, attitudes and experiences of sex trafficking by young women in 

Benin City, South-South Nigeria. Social Science & Medicine, 59, 6:1315-1327. 

http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=4&vdo_cat=1
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV5W6F4L5i8
http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=1&vdo_cat=1
http://www.mtvexit.org/videoGet.php?lang=1&id=19&vdo_cat=1
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 Sex slave girls face cruel justice in Iraq--

http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/meast/05/04/iraq.women.prisons/  

 

Week 5—Central and South America 

 Seelke, C.R. (2009). Trafficking in Persons in Latin America and the Caribbean-- 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33200.pdf 

 International Human Rights Law Institute (2005). In Modern Bondage: Sex 

Trafficking in the Americas: Central America, the Caribbean, and Brazil-- 

http://www.law.depaul.edu/centers_institutes/ihrli/downloads/modern_bondage_2

_edition.pdf  (pages 12-90) 

 

Week 6—North America  

 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2009). Human Trafficking Into 

and Within the United States: A Review of the Literature-- 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/07/HumanTrafficking/LitRev/index.pdf  

 Kristof, N.D. (2009, May 7). Girls on our streets. New York Times. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/07/opinion/07kristof.html  

 Man shoots at officers investigating human trafficking--

http://www.wxii12.com/news/23495330/detail.html 

 Sex ads seen adding revenue to Craigslist--

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/26/technology/26craigslist.html?pagewanted=1  

 

Week 7—Trafficking Policy and Law 

 Kapur, R. (2005). ―Cross-border movements and the law.‖ In Trafficking and 

Prostitution Reconsidered (pgs. 25-41). Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers.  

 Trafficking in Persons Report 2010 (read the following sections: Policy Priorities; 

The 2010 TIP Report: Methodology; Comparing Civil Liberties, Corruption, and 

Compelled Service; Global Law Enforcement Data; Country Narrative for the 

U.S.) http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2010/index.htm  

 

Week 8—Critiques of Anti-Trafficking Causes 

 Doezema, J. (2002). Who gets to choose? Coercion, consent, and the UN 

Trafficking Protocol. Gender and Development, 10(1): 20-27. 

 Weitzer, R. (2007). The social construction of sex trafficking: Ideology and 

institutionalization of a moral crusade. Politics & Society, 35(3): 447-475. 

 Weitzer, R., & Ditmore, M. (2010). ―Sex trafficking: Facts and fictions.‖ In Sex 

for Sale: Prostitution, Pornography, and the Sex Industry (pgs. 325-351). New 

York: Routledge. 

 

Week 9—Where do we go from here? 

 NGO assignment (details to follow)—Maiti Nepal, ABC Nepal, Captive 

Daughters websites 

  SAGE, Salvation Army, Safe Horizon 

 FILM CRITIQUE DUE  

 

Week 10—FINAL EXAM  
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