A Human Rights Report on Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children

Nigeria 1
Population: 170,123,140 (July 2012 est.)
Population Growth Rate: 2.553% (2012 est.)
Birth Rate: 39.23 births/1,000 population (2012
est.)
Life Expectancy: total population: 52.05 years;
male: 48.95 years; female: 55.33 years (2012 est.)
Literacy Rate: total population: 68%; male:
75.7%; female: 60.6% (2003 est.)
Net Migration Rate: -0.22 migrants/1,000
population (2012 est.)
Unemployment Rate: 4.9% (2011 est.)
Gross Domestic Product per Capita: $2,600
(2011 est.)
Religions: Muslim 50%, Christian 40%,
indigenous beliefs 10%
Languages: English (official), Hausa, Yoruba.
Igbo (Ibo), Fulani
Ethnic Groups: More than 250 ethnic groups;
largest are Hausa and Fulani 29%, Yoruba 21%,
Igbo (Ibo) 18%, Ijaw 10%, Kanuri 4%, Ibibio
3.5%, Tiv 2.5%
Capital: Abuja1

Trafficking Routes
Nigeria is a country of origin and transit for trafficking in persons. Nigerian
women and girls are trafficked to Niger and Libya and then sent into Europe for sexual
exploitation. 2 Countries such as Sweden 3 and Ireland 4 are destinations for trafficked
Nigerian women who are then sold into prostitution. In addition, other African countries,
such as Côte d’Ivoire, are destinations for Nigerian women. 5 Internal trafficking is also an
issue in Nigeria. 6 Edo state is one of the country’s major origin areas for victims of
human trafficking. 7
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Factors That Contribute to the Trafficking Infrastructure
Nigeria’s limited number of immigration officials cannot effectively patrol the
country’s vast border with Niger, and this lack of government security along the border
has facilitated the trafficking of individuals in and out of the country. 8
Factors such as unemployment, poverty, large family size, minimal educational
opportunities, the low status of women and children, ignorance, and gender-related
violence perpetuate human trafficking throughout Western Africa, including Nigeria. 9
Traffickers reportedly use religion to manipulate women into forced prostitution
in Europe. In 2009, police in Spain arrested 23 individuals involved in trafficking women
from Nigeria to Spain. The traffickers forced the women to undergo rituals involving
voodoo and black magic that scared the women into submission. The women were forced
to reimburse the traffickers for their travel to Europe as a component of the ritual. 10
Similar cases have been reported in the Netherlands. 11
Forms of Trafficking
Women and children are trafficked for sexual exploitation. 12 Children are
trafficked primarily for domestic labor but are also trafficked for street begging,
marriage, and adoptions. 13 A developing trend in trafficking in Nigeria has been infant
breeding operations, in which women seeking abortions are lured into a clinic and held
there involuntarily until the birth of their baby. The newborn children are then sold to
individuals look to adopt. In some cases, these children are sold to be raised for work as
child laborers or prostitutes or for use in religious rituals. 14
Government Responses
In 2003, the government of Nigeria passed the Trafficking in Persons
(Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration Act. 15 The act includes various
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provisions protecting minors and punishing the practice of human trafficking and the
violation of free will. Procuring a minor through the use of force or coercion results in ten
years of prison with an optional fine. 16 Trafficking with the intent to recruit persons for
armed conflict is punishable by a 14-year imprisonment. 17 Unlawfully depriving persons
of their free will is punishable by imprisonment of five years, a fine of N100,000, or
both. 18 Any person who engages in the slave trade, requires work in the name of a debt,
or possesses any slaves faces life imprisonment. 19 Nigerian citizens convicted of human
trafficking under this legislation forfeit their passport to the government of Nigeria. 20
Victims of trafficking are protected under the act and will not be detained,
imprisoned, or prosecuted for offenses relating to their victimization, including use of
false travel documents or illegal immigration status. 21 The legislation promotes education
and awareness by requiring airline companies to include information about human
trafficking in their in-flight magazines, ticket jackets, and videos. 22 This act also created
the National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters
(NAPTIP). 23 As of April 2012, NAPTIP had rescued 135 victims of trafficking from the
Cross River State in Nigeria. 24
In 2010, the Nigerian Immigration Service increased security at the country’s four
international airports to help prevent cases of human trafficking. Passengers traveling to
countries such as Italy, Libya, China, Malaysia, and Vietnam will be subjected to
increased scrutiny and profiling. 25
Nongovernmental and International Organization Responses
Founded in 1999, the Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication
Foundation (WOTCLEF) is a nongovernmental organization that focuses on trafficking,
child labor, abuse of the rights of women and children, and HIV/AIDS. The foundation
works to increase awareness of the trafficking of women and abuse of children for labor
as well as to generate and analyze data on trafficking. WOTCLEF also seeks to rescue,
rehabilitate, and reintegrate victims of trafficking, and establishes special programs to
educate the public about trafficking, child labor migration, and HIV/AIDS. The
foundation operates an office in Tallahassee, Florida. 26
In collaboration with UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund, ActionAid
Nigeria, and the Nigerian Police Force, United Nations Development Fund for Women
organized a two-day training session for 30 police officers in 2009 entitled “On Police
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Response to Violence against Women and Anti-Human Trafficking.” This workshop
aimed to increase participants’ knowledge and skills concerning the legal and policy
frameworks for addressing gender-based violence and to sensitize the responses of
officers to cases of gender-based violence and trafficking. This event was a follow-up to
a 2008 training session, which engaged 100 police officers. 27
The International Organization for Migration, African Union (AU) Commission,
Economic Commission for West African States (ECOWAS), and the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) coordinated the initiation of the Ouagadougou
Action Plan for African Union Member states through a workshop in March 2010. The
Ouagadougou Action plan combats human trafficking by promoting cooperative
legislation among the members of the AU. More than 50 officials from the leading
organizations and other various entities participated in the conference. 28
In June 2010, the European Union released a grant of €1.2 million to fund an
initiative in Nigeria targeting the protection and reintegration of trafficking victims as
well as the development of the country’s institutional capacity to address trafficking
suspects and cases. The project, “Enhancing the cooperation to fight trafficking in human
beings from Nigeria to Europe,” is scheduled for twenty-four months. Contributing
organizations include the EU, the International Labour Organization, and the Nigerian
Federal Government, specifically the Ministry of Labour. 29
Multilateral Initiatives
In 2008, the governments of Nigeria and the United States cooperated to extradite
a Nigerian man to the United States to face charges of the forced domestic servitude of a
Nigerian teenage girl in Germantown, Maryland. 30 The man was convicted, received a
prison sentence, and was ordered to pay restitution to the victim.
In 2009, the governments of Nigeria and Italy, along with INTERPOL, signed an
agreement to bolster cooperation against human trafficking by collaborating to find
successful tactics to combat the practice. This two-year program targets organized crime
and illegal immigration in Italy by allowing Nigerian police officers to be deployed to
Italian border checkpoints, airports, and harbors to work alongside Italian counterparts. 31
Nigeria has ratified the UN’s Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, 32 the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), 33 and
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