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SINGAPORE 
PENAL CODE 

 
(CHAPTER 224) 
as amended 2007 

 
Kidnapping, abduction, slavery and forced labour 

Kidnapping 
359. Kidnapping is of two kinds: kidnapping from Singapore, and kidnapping from lawful 
guardianship.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 359]  

Kidnapping from Singapore 
360. Whoever conveys any person beyond the limits of Singapore without the consent of that 
person, or of some person legally authorised to consent on behalf of that person, is said to kidnap 
that person from Singapore.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 360]  

Kidnapping from lawful guardianship 
361. Whoever takes or entices any minor under 14 years of age if a male, or under 16 years of 
age if a female, or any person of unsound mind, out of the keeping of the lawful guardian of such 
minor or person of unsound mind, without the consent of such guardian, is said to kidnap such 
minor or person from lawful guardianship.  

Explanation.—The words “lawful guardian” in this section include any person lawfully entrusted 
with the care or custody of such minor or other person.  

Exception.—This section does not extend to the act of any person who in good faith believes 
himself to be the father of an illegitimate child or who in good faith believes himself to be 
entitled to the lawful custody of such child, unless such act is committed for an immoral or 
unlawful purpose.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 361]  

Abduction 
362. Whoever by force compels, or by any deceitful means induces any person to go from any 
place, is said to abduct that person.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 362]  

Punishment for kidnapping 
363. Whoever kidnaps any person from Singapore or from lawful guardianship, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to 
fine or to caning.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 363]  
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Punishment for abduction 
363A. Whoever abducts any person shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to 7 years, or with fine, or with caning, or with any combination of such punishments.  

[51/2007] 

Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder 
364. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be murdered, or may 
be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being murdered, shall be punished with death or 
imprisonment for life and shall, if he is not sentenced to death, also be liable to caning.  

Illustrations 
(a) A kidnaps Z from Singapore, intending or knowing it to be likely that Z may be sacrificed 
to an idol. A has committed the offence defined in this section.  

(b) A forcibly carries or entices B away from his home in order that B may be murdered. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 364]  

Kidnapping or abducting with intent secretly and wrongfully to confine a person 
365. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person with intent to cause that person to be secretly and 
wrongfully confined, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 
years, and shall also be liable to fine or to caning.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 365]  

Kidnapping or abducting a woman to compel her marriage, etc. 
366. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any woman with intent that she may be compelled, or knowing 
it to be likely that she will be compelled to marry any person against her will, or in order that she 
may be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, or to a life of prostitution, or knowing it to be 
likely that she will be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, or to a life of prostitution, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to 
fine or to caning.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 366]  

Kidnapping or abducting in order to subject a person to grievous hurt, slavery, etc. 
367. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be subjected, or may 
be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being subjected to grievous hurt or slavery, or to non-
consensual penile penetration of the anus, or knowing it to be likely that such person will be so 
subjected or disposed of, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
10 years, and shall also be liable to fine or to caning.  

[51/2007] 

[Indian PC 1860, s. 367]  

Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement a kidnapped person 
368. Whoever, knowing that any person has been kidnapped or has been abducted, wrongfully 
conceals or keeps such person in confinement, shall be punished in the same manner as if he had 
kidnapped or abducted such person with the same intention or knowledge or for the same 
purpose as that with or for which he conceals or detains such person in confinement.  
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[Indian PC 1860, s. 368]  

Kidnapping or abducting child under 10 years with intent to steal movable property from 
the person of such child 
369. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any child under the age of 10 years, with the intention of 
taking dishonestly any movable property from the person of such child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to fine or to 
caning.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 369]  

Buying or disposing of any person as a slave 
370. Whoever imports, exports, removes, buys, sells or disposes of any person as a slave, or 
accepts, receives or detains against his will any person as a slave, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 7 years, and shall also be liable to fine.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 370]  

Habitual dealing in slaves 
371. Whoever habitually imports, exports, removes, buys, sells, traffics or deals in slaves, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, 
and shall also be liable to fine.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 371]  

Selling minor for purposes of prostitution, etc. 
372. Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise disposes of any person under the age of 21 years 
with intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution 
or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to 
be likely that such person will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to 
fine.  

Explanation.—When a female under the age of 21 years is sold, let for hire, or otherwise 
disposed of to a prostitute or to any person who keeps or manages a brothel, the person so 
disposing of such female shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have disposed of her 
with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 372]  

Buying minor for purposes of prostitution, etc. 
373. Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of any person under the age of 21 
years with intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of 
prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or 
knowing it to be likely that such person will at any age be employed or used for any such 
purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall 
also be liable to fine.  

Explanation.—Any prostitute, or any person keeping or managing a brothel, who buys, hires or 
otherwise obtains possession of a female under the age of 21 years shall, until the contrary is 
proved, be presumed to have obtained possession of such female with the intent that she shall be 
used for the purpose of prostitution.  
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[Indian PC 1860, s. 373]  

Importing woman for purposes of prostitution, etc. 
373A. Whoever —  

(a) by any false pretence, false representation, or fraudulent or deceitful means, brings, or 
assists in bringing, into Singapore any woman with intent that such woman may be employed 
or used for the purpose of prostitution;  

(b) brings, or assists in bringing, into Singapore any woman with intent that such woman 
may be sold or bought for the purpose of prostitution; or  

(c) sells or buys any woman for the purpose of prostitution,  

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, and shall also be liable 
to fine.  

Unlawful compulsory labour 
374. Whoever unlawfully compels any person to labour against the will of that person, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both.  

[Indian PC 1860, s. 374]  

Commercial sex with minor under 18 
376B. —(1) Any person who obtains for consideration the sexual services of a person, who is 
under 18 years of age, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 7 
years, or with fine, or with both.  

[51/2007] 

(2) Any person who communicates with another person for the purpose of obtaining for 
consideration, the sexual services of a person who is under 18 years of age, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 2 years, or with fine, or with both.  

[51/2007] 

(3) No person shall be guilty of an offence under this section for any sexual services obtained 
from that person’s spouse.  

[51/2007] 

(4) In this section, “sexual services” means any sexual services involving —  

(a) sexual penetration of the vagina or anus, as the case may be, of a person by a part of 
another person’s body (other than the penis) or by anything else; or  

(b) penetration of the vagina, anus or mouth, as the case may be, of a person by a man’s 
penis.  

[51/2007] 

[Canada CC R.S. 1985, s. 212; SPC 1985 Ed., s. 376A(1)]  

Commercial sex with minor under 18 outside Singapore 
376C. —(1) Any person, being a citizen or a permanent resident of Singapore, who does, outside 
Singapore, any act that would, if done in Singapore, constitute an offence under section 376B, 
shall be guilty of an offence.  
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[51/2007] 

(2) A person who is guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable to the same punishment 
to which he would have been liable had he been convicted of an offence under section 376B.  

[51/2007] 

[NZ CA 1961, s. 144A]  

Tour outside Singapore for commercial sex with minor under 18 
376D. —(1) Any person who —  

(a) makes or organises any travel arrangements for or on behalf of any other person with the 
intention of facilitating the commission by that other person of an offence under section 
376C, whether or not such an offence is actually committed by that other person;  

(b) transports any other person to a place outside Singapore with the intention of facilitating 
the commission by that other person of an offence under section 376C, whether or not such 
an offence is actually committed by that other person; or  

(c) prints, publishes or distributes any information that is intended to promote conduct that 
would constitute an offence under section 376C, or to assist any other person to engage in 
such conduct,  

shall be guilty of an offence.  

[51/2007] 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(c), the publication of information means publication of 
information by any means, whether by written, electronic, or other form of communication.  

[51/2007] 

(3) A person who is guilty of an offence under this section shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to 10 years, or with fine, or with both.  

[51/2007] 

[NZ CA 1961, s. 144C]  

Sexual grooming of minor under 16 
376E. —(1) Any person of or above the age of 21 years (A) shall be guilty of an offence if 
having met or communicated with another person (B) on 2 or more previous occasions —  

(a) A intentionally meets B or travels with the intention of meeting B; and  

(b) at the time of the acts referred to in paragraph (a) —  

(i) A intends to do anything to or in respect of B, during or after the meeting, which if 
done will involve the commission by A of a relevant offence;  

(ii) B is under 16 years of age; and  

(iii) A does not reasonably believe that B is of or above the age of 16 years.  

[51/2007] 

(2) In subsection (1), “relevant offence” means an offence under —  
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(a) section 354, 354A, 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376F, 376G or 377A;  

(b) section 7 of the Children and Young Persons Act (Cap. 38); or  

(c) section 140(1) of the Women’s Charter (Cap. 353).  

[51/2007] 

(3) For the purposes of this section, it is immaterial whether the 2 or more previous occasions of 
A having met or communicated with B referred to in subsection (1) took place in or outside 
Singapore.  

[51/2007] 

(4) A person who is guilty of an offence under this section shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to 3 years, or with fine, or with both.  

[51/2007] 
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT 

(CHAPTER 38) 

http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/ 

 

Trafficking in Children 
Unlawful transfer of possession, custody or control of child 
12. —(1) Every person who takes any part in any transaction the object or one of the objects of 
which is to transfer or confer, wholly or partly, temporarily or permanently, the possession, 
custody or control of a child for any valuable consideration shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 4 years.  

(2) Every person who, without lawful authority or excuse harbours or has in his possession, 
custody or control any child with respect to whom the temporary or permanent possession, 
custody or control has been transferred or conferred for valuable consideration by any other 
person within or outside Singapore shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 4 years.  

(3) It shall be a defence in any prosecution under this section to prove that the transfer took place 
in contemplation of or pursuant to a bona fide marriage or adoption and that at least one of the 
natural parents of the child or the legal guardian was a consenting party to the marriage or to the 
adoption by the adopting party, and had expressly consented to the marriage or adoption.  

(4)   In this section, “legal guardian”, in relation to a child or young person, means a person 
lawfully appointed by deed or will or by the order of a competent court to be the guardian of that 
child or young person.  

[20/2001] 

Importation of child by false pretences 
13. Any person who, by or under any false pretence, false representations or fraudulent or 
deceitful means made or used either within or outside Singapore, brings or assists in bringing any 
child into Singapore shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 4 years or to both.  

Power to examine children and persons in charge of them 
14. —(1) A protector or any person authorised in that behalf by a protector in writing may 
require any child and any person who may appear to have the custody or control of the child to 
appear before the protector at any reasonable time and at any convenient place.  

(2) The protector may examine the child as to his reasons for entering or being in Singapore and 
may examine the person respecting the child, and the child and that person shall be legally bound 
to answer such questions truthfully to the best of their ability.  

Consent to marriage 
15. No female below the age of 18 years who is or has been detained or in respect of whom a 
bond or security has been taken under the provisions of this Act shall contract any form of 
marriage without the previous consent in writing of a protector.  
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Power of protector to require security 
16. If a protector has reasonable cause to believe that any child or young person —  

(a) has been brought into Singapore either after having been transferred for valuable 
consideration or by fraud, misrepresentation or any false pretence;  

(b) has been transferred to the custody or control of any person for valuable consideration either 
within or outside Singapore; or  

(c) is being detained against his will by some person other than his parents or lawful guardian,  

he may either —  

(i) order any person in whose custody or under whose control the child or young person appears 
to be —  

(A) to furnish him with copies of the photographs of the child or young person and the 
photographs of that person; and  

(B) to furnish security to his satisfaction that the child or young person will not leave Singapore 
without the previous consent in writing of the protector, and that the child or young person will 
be produced before the protector whenever he requires it; or  

(ii) in the first instance, or if default be made in complying with any order made under sub-
paragraph (i), order that the child or young person be taken out of the custody of the person in 
whose care, custody or control the child or young person is and commit the child or young 
person to a place of safety or, on such security and on such conditions as the protector may 
require, to the custody of a relative or other fit person until the child or young person attains the 
age of 18 years or for any shorter period.  

[20/2001] 

Inspection 
17. —(1) A protector or any officer generally or specially authorised in that behalf in writing by 
a protector may at any time visit and inspect the place where any child or young person in 
respect of whom security has been furnished under section 16 lives or is believed to live or to be.  

[20/2001] 

(2) The protector or any such officer may inquire into the condition and circumstances of the 
child or young person and for the purposes of the inquiry, the protector or such officer may 
require any person to answer any question he may think proper to ask and that person shall be 
legally bound to answer such questions truthfully to the best of his ability.  

[20/2001] 

(3) Any person who obstructs or hinders or attempts to obstruct or hinder a protector or any such 
officer in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,000 or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 12 months or to both.  

Powers of arrest 
18. A protector may, during or after any inquiry referred to in section 8, 14 or 17, arrest or cause 
to be arrested any person reasonably believed to have committed an offence under section 5, 6, 7, 
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11, 12 or 13 and seize and detain any article or document which he may have reason to believe 
relates to the offence. 
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