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Thank-you, Dean Jessica for the kind words and for your continued support of the Protection Project. And on behalf of The Protection Project, I would like to welcome our distinguished guests to the Sixth Annual Symposium on Trafficking in Persons. The first Symposium was on child sex tourism and child pornography. The second one was on education and how can we incorporate human trafficking in human rights curricula in colleges and universities. The third was devoted to the economics of trafficking. The fourth was on trafficking as a form of violence against women.The fifth celebrated ten (10) years of the UN Protocol on Trafficking and the U.S. Trafficking Victims Protection Act. This year, we are taking a new approach to participation or partnership, the missing “P” in combating trafficking in persons.  This year, our issue is Civil Society. And I define civil society to include five (5) main elements: A, C, M, N and R: The A stands for academic institutions; The C stands for corporations; The M stands for media; The N stands for NGOs; And the R stands for religious institutions. The symposium is devoting a special session to every one of these elements.

So, allow me at the outset to welcome or distinguished speakers who are going to educate us on the role of academic institutions, corporations, the media, NGOs and religious institutions in combating human trafficking. And let me start by making the argument that there is an international obligation upon every state to cooperate with civil society. In asserting this international obligation of cooperation with civil society; I rely on Article 6 of the UN Protocol on Trafficking: “Each State Party shall consider implementing measures to provide for the...recovery of victims of trafficking... in cooperation with non-governmental organizations... and other elements of civil society.” I rely on Article 9 of the UN Protocol on Trafficking: “Policies, programmes and other measures [for the preventing of trafficking] shall... include cooperation with non-governmental organizations... and other elements of civil society.” I rely on Article 35 of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings: “Each party shall encourage state authorities... to cooperate with non-governmental organizations... and [other] members of civil society in establishing partnerships with the aim of achieving the purpose of this convention.” I rely on Article 13 of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption: “Each State Party shall take appropriate measures… to promote the active participation of individuals and groups outside the public sector, such as civil society, non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations, in the prevention of and the fight against corruption…”. And if I am referring to regional and international legal instruments, I have to reference to the most recent at the regional level, the European Directive on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and Protecting its Victims, passed on April 5 of this year. I rely on Article 18: “Member States shall take appropriate action...in cooperation with relevant civil society organizations... aimed at raising awareness and reducing the risk of people becoming victims of trafficking.” The European Directive, for the first time, expanded the definition of trafficking in persons that we are familiar with under the UN Protocol. Now we have, starting April 5, 2011, a new and broader concept that includes “any criminal activity… activities which are subject to penalties and imply financial gain.”

On the international level, the ILO just passed the Convention no. 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers. So, from the podium, I would like to send an email on behalf of our females to all states: “Ratify the ILO Convention on Decent Work for Domestic Workers. It is time to recognize the human rights of domestic workers and lift their suffering.” Here in the United States, the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2011 shall for the first time include the following language: “…the Department of State shall promote, build and sustain partnerships between the United States government and private entities including foundations, universities, corporations, community-based organizations and other non-governmental organizations.” To me, this is not enough. So, from the podium, I would like to send a second  email on behalf of our females to the United States Congress: “Amend section 108 and add the following minimum standard for the elimination of trafficking in persons: ‘whether a government of a foreign country is cooperating with NGOs and other elements of civil society in taking the necessary preventative, protective and prosecutorial measures to combat trafficking in persons.’ The office to monitor and combat trafficking in persons takes this standard in consideration in drafting its annual report. It is time to codify this good practice.”
Now, a few words about The Protection Project International Human Rights Clinic. The clinic serves three main functions. The first is drafting model laws on areas of human rights. Last week, I was in the United Arab Emirates presenting our model law on child protection against exploitation, neglect and abuse, which was drafted by our legal drafting committee chaired by Julia Braunmiller, one of our own. The U.A.E. Ministry of Justice is drafting child right laws. Our clinic here at SAIS will be working with the Alexandria clinic and the U.A.E. clinic in drafting a model law on the Rights of the Elderly. Mark your calendar: September 17 and 18, 2012, we are organizing a conference on “legal reform through harmonization of the law” with the Rome Institute on Unification of Private Law. The second function of our clinic is conducting research and training through our Association of Scholars of Trafficking in Persons. So if you are planning on teaching a course on human trafficking, our website includes over 120 syllabi. Mark your calendar: this November 25 and 26, while the US will be celebrating Thanksgiving, we will be in Amsterdam. We are holding a conference on incorporating human trafficking in Human Rights curriculum in European Universities. Ambassador Lu Debacca will be with us. The third is providing technical assistance in establishing law clinics around the world. Alongside the revolutionary movement in the Arab Spring, we are witnessing a corresponding clinical movement across the Arab world.  In Egypt, and Iraq and Palestine and Morocco and Lebanon and Jordan and Oman and Yemen and the United Arab Emirates. Mark your calendar. Anna Koppel , one of our own, and I will be holding the first regional conference in clinical legal education in the University of Jordan this coming May, 27, 28 and 29, 2012. 
I believe in the power of religion. Before our lunch break, I will be moderating the panel on the role of religious institutions in combating trafficking in persons. A Muslim Imam, a Rabbi, a Bishop and a scholar of Christian Ethics will debate. We need fatwas on human injustice and human exploitation. Elaine Panter, one of our own, and I were in Jordan this year when the president of the Islamic University issued the following fatwa: “Human trafficking, if organized and conducted at a large scale, warrants the application of the penalty for corruption in land in accordance with Islamic Law.” Mark your calendar. We are going to have a roundtable discussion on religion and human trafficking at the Beirut Arab University in Lebanon this December 12, 2011. 
As to NGO: I cannot say enough about the good work of the different NGOs that are with us today. Global Centurion, Shared Hope International, Innocents at Risk, The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children, The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Human Trafficking Clinic at the University of Denver, Carolina Women’s Center, and the PIER Institute, among others. You are all included in our new publication that will be released around Christmas, “The 100 Best Practices to Combat Human Trafficking.” In a few hours, Isis Elgibali, one of our own, will have for you the fourth volume of The Protection Project Journal of Human Rights and Civil Society. Laura Lederer, the founder of The Protection Project, is contributing a valuable article on Street Gangs. But in front of you is my recent publication, an article published in the American University Journal of Gender, Policy & the Law, Interpreting Judicial Interpretations of the Criminal Statues of the Trafficking Victims Protections Act: Ten Years Later.

Many countries, as you all know, have passed laws of trafficking. However, we still have a very low rate of prosecution. Therefore, mark your calendar: our seventh conference next November will be on “Comparative Models of Prosecution of Cases of Human Trafficking.”

This brings me to the “C”: Corporations. Whether it is Starbucks Coffee, Victoria’s Secret wears, or the Big Mac with small fries and a diet coke, businesses have a role to raise labor conditions, environmental performance and human rights standards.Some argue that what we are witnessing today are illicit business practices, corporate greed, massive corruption and global injustice in the era of transnationals and multinationals, and that the answer is to rise and occupy. A number of federal and state regulations have been adopted in this country. Export and import laws do not allow importation of a product that is manufactured through child labor, forced labor or labor trafficking. In California, a manufacture, starting January 2012, has to tell us something about the source of his product and disclose that these products are free from human trafficking.  A number of international legal instruments have been developed: 1) The UN Global Compact; and 2) The ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. But I believe in a more self-regulatory system which translates into recognition of corporate social responsibility, and internal policies and codes of conduct. What we call “voluntary compliance”.  This brings me to the highlight of our symposium. A good business model that promotes human rights complies with decent standards and believes in a role for business and combating human trafficking. With us to present this good business model, our keynote speaker, the Vice President for Responsible Business and Human Resources of Carlson. Please help me welcome Ms. Beathe Jeanette Lunde.
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