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1.
On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of advanced International Studies, I would like to welcome you to our third annual symposium.
In our first symposium we addressed the problem of international child sex tourism and we published a report on the status of sex tourism in the U.S. and abroad.
Our second symposium was on education, inquiring into how you incorporate human trafficking in human rights curricula in universities.

We established The Protection Project Association of Scholars of Trafficking in Persons.
Now on our website, you will find syllabi from 66 scholars from different universities from 11 countries. 
2.
Today I am speaking to you at a very special time in three ways.
First, we are celebrating the election of a new President. President elect Obama was asked a few days ago:


“What are you planning to do about human trafficking?”

He answered:


“This has to be a top priority. What we have to do is create better, more effective tools for prosecuting those who are engaging in human trafficking. Internationally, we’ve got to speak out and we’ve got to forge alliances with other countries to share intelligence, to roll up the financing networks that are involved in them.” 

Second, we are celebrating 60 years of the passage of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights which declared in article 4 that no one shall be subject to slavery.

The legislative history of the Universal Declaration suggests that although trafficking did not appear explicitly in the text, the word slavery was intended to include human trafficking and forced labor. 
Third, we are also celebrating 8 years of the passage of The Trafficking Victims Protection Act which was signed into law by President Clinton on October 28, 2000.

In 2003, The Trafficking Victims Protection Act was amended by President Bush to include the following provision:

“ The President, acting through (the various US agencies) shall carry out research, … which addresses the problems identified in (Trafficking in Persons) . 
Such Research initiatives shall…include …
The economic causes and consequences of trafficking in persons”. 

This is article 112.

And our issue in this symposium is 112.
“The Economics of Human Trafficking “
We must ensure that U.S. corporations are not involved in forced or compulsory labor. 

We must ensure that we are not importing products that are manufactured through child labor.

We must ensure that every time we are signing a Free Trade Agreement with a foreign country, internationally recognized labor rights are observed, including an explicit prohibition against labor trafficking. 
We have a group of distinguished scholars who will address the different economic aspects of human trafficking including sex trafficking and labor trafficking.
3.
The proceedings of this symposium will be published in the 2008 issue of our Journal of Human Rights and Civil Society.

The 2008 issue will also feature an interview that we will be conducting this Friday with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women. 
We are currently collecting laws on the various forms of violence against women, including domestic violence and sexual harassment and we will propose a model law in our fourth annual symposium that will take place on November 9, 2009. 

So mark your calendar.
4.
And this symposium would not have been possible without the support of SAIS.

I am proud to be part of SAIS, Washington, D.C. 
Dean Jessica & Associate Dean Baker and Associate Dean Myron and everyone here at the SAIS administration are always of great help. 
I am also proud of my students here at SAIS who will present for us the results of a survey on the level of knowledge of SAIS students of the issue of human trafficking. 

I am also proud of The Protection Project –Cooperation with SAIS Bologna Italy and on December 2nd & 3rd, The Protection Project is organizing a workshop in Bologna, Italy on the “Arab Charter on Human Rights and the European Convention on The Protection of Human Rights and fundamental freedoms. “

The Arab Charter on Human Rights entered into force this March and I want to congratulate Jessica Morrison who won The Protection Project Fall 2008 Human Rights Prize.
Jessica Morrison will be traveling with us to Italy and she will be helping me write the “explanatory notes” for the Charter. 

I would also like to recognize Esraa Adlan, The Protection Project International Human Rights Fellow for the year 2008 who is assisting me in writing a United Nations publication on “Islamic Law and Human Trafficking”. 
I am also proud of The Protection Project cooperation with SAIS Nanging, China and on December 8 & 9, The Protection Project is organizing a workshop in Nanging, China on “Promoting a Culture of Volunteerism, Internships and Pro Bono Work among NGOs and Other Elements of Civil Society Including Academic Institutions.”
5.
This symposium would also have not been possible without the support of Lexis Nexis.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Bill Livermore for assisting us in organizing this event and of course I cannot find the appropriate words of gratitude to thank the troops here at The Protection Project, Elaine Panter, Anna Koppel, Leanne Cochrane, and Jaime Arvon-Jones. I hope that Laura Lederer, the founder of The Protection Project is satisfied with our work.  
6.
I believe we are going to have a constructive and productive discussion.
Thank you for participating. 
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