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!'- Clinical Legal Education
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What Is It? Why Do it?
How Does It Relate to Access to Justice?
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Clinical legal education (CLE): a method of
teaching and learning

nges;mtugé ¢y gaal) ‘_gﬁh:_ggym\ eu:mx
Students assume a “real” role in the legal system--application of the law in
“real” situations
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Students’ experience in role is a starting point for the learning




Apls) 77 Mad Ay )|
Four basic models
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street law, legal literacy
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Simulations
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field placements, externships, internships, practicum
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Client representation, “live- client” clinics (LCC)
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Our focus today
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“Live-client” clinics (LCC)
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Students work on real clients’ cases
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“client” could be the community
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Services provided vary widely
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Clinic Variations

Ol A jlaa (pa Bagana (3hlia b () gaadia dyllad) -
LS i) YA (e Jeand] dglaal

Most specialize in limited areas of law practice for client protection through
adequate supervision
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educational reasons
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Some provide “full representation” including court appearance
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Clinic Variations
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Others provide “legal opinions,” other types of “advice only,” or
other limited services
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Others: legislative, public policy work or community education
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live-client clinic might use other models of CLE too
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simulations to teach some skills that students need
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a street law component for community education and outreach
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a placement for students in some other organization like an NGO
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Clinical EDUCATION

Gl (alAEB 4 ilal) cilaadd) sl edland) Jiad g £ LAl J glaiad) o gildl) culabe
Allal) 3 jalall agaal Cudd (Sl g Lgal) O saliag

Street law & client representation (& some field placement) clinics provide
legal services to people who need them but cannot pay
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BUT it is EDUCATION that merits clinics in law school curricula
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U.S. law school curriculum requires that every
student study:
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legal reasoning, legal research, problem solving & oral communication
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legal writing

"Aigall il jlgall (o Wb

“other professional skills”
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professional responsibility, legal ethics
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U.S. law schools must offer “substantial

opportunities” for
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“live-client or other real-life practical experiences”
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pro bono activity

aspirational goal --recommended
mandatory --graduation requirement
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Live-Client Clinics in the total U.S. law school
curriculum
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LCC is not a mandatory student course
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BUT every school must offer clinical courses or externship
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US accreditation standards require that live-client clinics
& externships are:
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“appropriately supervised”
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encourage student reflection on experience & “values and responsibilities of
the legal profession”
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develop student ability to self-assess & improve own competence (to learn
from experience)

Mﬂ\ <A1y sl uk‘ s Al
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In legal education globally, many funders encourage live-
client clinics
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to teach problem-solving and other professional skills
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to instruct in legal ethics & professional responsibility and values
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A start toward curriculum reform to provide practice-based legal education
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Public Interest Law Institute (PILI) goal for
legal education reform
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“produce competent and ethical lawyers with the knowledge, understanding,
skills, abilities, and motivation to help build just societies, which respect
human rights”
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Summary
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Emphasis on Live-Client Clinic educational purposes
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Live-Client Clinics around the world are addressing educational goals not
filled elsewhere in the curriculum in many countries

GAJE: www.gaje.org
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GAJE: www.gaje.org (Global Alliance for Justice Education)
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Esperanza’s Story
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Spanish-speaking immigrant woman from El Salvador living in DC
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Physically abused by her partner: she was hospitalized and partner was
criminally prosecuted
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What Clinic Students Did
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Represented her in Civil Protection Order proceedings
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Assisted client with criminal proceedings (keep her informed; drafted a victim
Impact statement)
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What Clinic Students Did
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Represented her in Custody and Child Support proceedings
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Represented her in petition for U-Visa (to gain legal status under federal law)
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Lessons Learned
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The lives of Esperanza, her children, and the lives of everyone they touched
at CUA’s clinic-- students and faculty supervisors---changed for the better
by knowing them and by fighting for Esperanza’s case.
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Collaboration
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Complexity
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Thoroughness
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Role-identification
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Cross-Cultural Lawyering Interviewing
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Written Advocacy
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Reflection

Professionalism
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Clinical Teaching Methods
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Simulation
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Role-Plays
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Journals
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Case Rounds
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Spotlight: Interviewing
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Multiple classes
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Critique
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Participation
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Fundamental Skills Are Enhanced

Ol Il oy
Student appreciates context
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Understands that legal decision-making reflects the value system in which
operates
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Can adapt, evaluate and support her own analysis
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Lawyer can become proactive in shaping legal disputes with an eye
toward social justice
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Why train students to do public interest
work?
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The new legal systems needs lawyers who is able to see the bigger picture and
be prepared to fight for it.
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Through the use of public interest cases we teach students to think and not
restrict their lawyering vision to the peculiarities of a specific case
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You are in the business of building a body of public interest lawyers in your
country
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Access to Justice
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Lawyers can play a role in ensuring that the ideals of law become
reality in practice
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There is an urgent need to expand old rights and create new rights.
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Access to Justice
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Success of legal advocacy should be tied to expanding access to

justice not merely in terms of winning or losing cases.
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It is important to try to create new rights based on a vision of the
future.



