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On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies I would like to welcome our distinguished guests to this Embassy Luncheon. 
The Embassy Luncheon is a tradition of The Protection Project where we come together and share ideas and exchange news. 

We are delighted to receive

· Ambassadors,
· Representatives of different embassies and international organizations,
· Government officials,
· Deans and professors,
· NGO advocates,
· And students from SAIS and other academic institutions.
Today, we are devoting this Luncheon to a discussion of “Recent International Developments in Human Trafficking.”
In 2000, an international consensus was formed that we have a gross violation of human rights that must be confronted. We reached a definition. Basically, movement of people for the purpose of exploitation constitutes human trafficking. 

As of this morning, 143 countries have ratified the UN Protocol on Trafficking in Persons. 

And in the last ten years, many changes on the international, regional, and national levels have taken place. So, this is the moment to reflect on these changes.

And with us is the leading authority on international law of human trafficking. She is here to educate, debate, and discuss the international law of human trafficking.
In fact, this is the title of her book that was just published. 535 pages, outlining for us the international legal framework in accordance with the UN Protocol and state responsibilities to comply with the different mandates of the Protocol. 
I enjoyed very much reading the book and I made notes for myself, especially on pages 64, 190, 215, and 486. 

And here are the quotes:

Page 64:

“Despite its important place in ongoing political battles over prostitution, the (1949) Convention currently occupies a marginal position within the international legal framework around trafficking.”

So, the question here is, whether we still address prostitution as a means of demand reduction, especially when the UN Protocol tells us in Article 9 (5) that we must discourage demand.

Page 190:

“… despite indicators that legal conceptions of slavery have expanded to embrace practices that go beyond chattel slavery, it is difficult to sustain an absolute claim that trafficking, in all its modern manifestations, is included in the customary and ius cogens norms prohibiting slavery and the slave trade.”

So, the question here is, whether trafficking is a form of slavery or what we are witnessing is a shift in international law from slavery to exploitation of the vulnerable. 

Pages 215-216:

“The assumption that the ICC Statute ‘includes trafficking as a crime against humanity’’ is false. Instead, “the Statute does not concern itself at all with the definition of trafficking. Rather, it foresees that the (undefined) act of trafficking in persons can be a vehicle for the exercise of a power attaching to the right of ownership of the kind required to constitute enslavement.”
So, the question here is whether human trafficking is a crime against humanity. This is the assertion that I made back in 2002 and you made the opposite assertion and you referred to me in Footnote 414. 

And then finally, on page 486:

“The U.S. mechanism explicitly recognizes that governments bear a responsibility to prevent trafficking, to prosecute traffickers, and to protect victims. Attempts to persuade governments to take these obligations seriously deserve support and encouragement. At the same time, it is not unreasonable to be concerned that the U.S. approach will end up compromising the legitimacy of the international regime as a whole.”

So, the question here is whether you are for or against the U.S. Report. 

I think I proved that I read your book and I am sure everyone here in this auditorium has already read it or will be interested in reading it. 

Without any further delay, please help me welcome:

The scholar who negotiated the UN Protocol on Trafficking in Persons. 

An advisor to many agencies and legislators on human trafficking in more than 40 countries. 

A professor who teaches international law and human rights at various universities and academic institutions in Europe, Asia, and Australia. 

Please help me welcome Dr. Anne Gallagher. 
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