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Course Description 
Africa, the second largest continent in the world, is almost synonymous with diseases, 
famines and wars. From fleeting images occasionally provided by the media to feature 
films produced by the entertainment industry, most discussions of the continent present 
little else but bad news. In fact, some do think that Africa is a single country. Part of the 
truth is that Africa is arguably the most diverse but little-understood among the 
continents. It offers a rich, bustling and vibrant mosaic to anyone who dares to peel 
away the veneer of poverty, HIV/AIDS and seemingly never-ending wars and conflict 
that dominate images of the continent. 
This course is designed to do some of this “peeling away.” It will offer a comprehensive 
survey of the historical, social, economic and political development of Africa in an 
effort to try to account for why the continent is as it is today. Students will be introduced 
to important issues on the continent as well as the various theoretical concepts 
employed in the study of these issues by scholars and analysts. 
By the end of the semester, you should be well informed about Africa and be in a 
position to critically analyze and make sense of its complexities so that you can 
objectively contribute to some of the major debates that scholars of the continent have 
been preoccupied with. Such debates as why the continent has lagged behind other 
continents in economic development despite its potential natural resources? Why 
democracy has been slow to take root in a majority of the countries on the continent? 
What are some possible solutions to the puzzle of African underdevelopment including 
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the more recent challenges of HIV/AIDS and international terrorism?

Required Texts 
Two texts are required for this class. Both are available at the WMU bookstore, 
Bernhard Center: 
1. Thomson Alex. 2004. Second Edition. An Introduction to African Politics. London 
and
            New York: Routledge. 
2. Achebe Chinua. 1994. Things Fall Apart. New York: Anchor Books. (Reprint) 

Course Requirements 
In order to pass this course, students will need to fulfill all of the following 
requirements: 

                     Points 
1. Weekly Summaries                                                              100pts
2. Exam 1(October 18)                                                           100pts
3. Exam 2 (November 22)                                                      100pts
4. Final Paper (including presentation in class)                           100pts
5. Participation                                                                         100pts 
The final grade for this class will be the average score of all five exercises 
1. Weekly Summaries of the readings [10 total; chapters 2-11 of the text and 

other readings, where indicated]: Each week students will be expected to read 
the assigned readings and chapter of the text and write a short 1-2 page summary 
of the contents. The highlight of the summary should be a discussion question on 
what the student found most intriguing about the information presented in the 
readings. The issues raised will guide some of our class discussions. Students 
will turn in a copy of their summary each Tuesday before class and are advised 
to keep a copy for their records. Chapter summaries will be graded on precision 
not the length. Students are advised to refrain from verbatim reproductions of 
chapter contents. Being a class in political science, the summaries are meant to 
serve as an invaluable tool for evaluating and improving the analytical and 
writing skills of students.

2. Exams: there will be two exams for this class. The first exam is on Tuesday the 
18th of October and the second exam is on Tuesday, November 22nd. The format 
of the exams will be a mix of multiple choices, short answer, true or false and 
essay questions. In any case, the format will be confirmed in class ahead of 
time.  

3. The Final Paper- A country paper (Including presentation in class): There 
will be no final exam for this class. Instead, throughout the semester students 
will work on a thematic paper covering a country that they will select during the 
second week of class. The paper will cover such themes as the history, culture, 
political development and recent challenges facing the selected country. In 
addition to adopting a policy position, students are expected to know and 
provide as much detail as they can on their selected country. The final paper will 
be presented to the rest of the class during the last two weeks of the semester. 



40pts of the grades for this requirement will be reserved for the in-class 
presentations. I will hand out more instructions for writing the paper during the 
country selection process.

4. Participation: The final requirement for this class is the participation grade 
worth 100pts. Participation begins with showing up for class.  Students are 
required to do all the readings, attend all class sessions for this course and to 
endeavor to participate in class discussions and debates at all times. If the 
instructor sees the need to do so, pop quizzes will be introduced to ensure in-
class participation. Not including the first lecture, there are a total of 27 lecture 
sessions and students will receive 3 points for every class session that participate 
in; thus if you maintain a perfect attendance record and participate during class 
sessions, you will receive a total of 81 points. The rest of this grade (19) points 
will be discretionary and partly based on the quality of your in-class 
participation. The final grade will reflect the fulfillment of all of the above 
requirements.

Missing Attendance: Sometimes, unforeseeable circumstances will prevent 
students from attending classes like a death in the family or sudden illness. In 
order to be excused for missing classes during such occurrences or to take a 
make-up exam, students will be required to bring a document like an obituary 
clipping/program or a letter from a medical clinic coinciding with the time(s) 
the student was absent from class or classes. 
Note*: The contents of the make-up exam will be different from the original exam. 

Grading Scale 
The following scale will be used: 
A         93-100%
BA       88-92%
B          83-87%
CB       78-82%
C         73-77%
DC       68-72%
D         60-67%
E          Below 60% 

Academic Honesty 
All students are responsible for making themselves aware of the policies and procedures 
in the Undergraduate Catalog (pp.268-270) pertaining to academic integrity. These 
policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, 
plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse etc. Penalties for proven academic 
dishonesty are severe and include, at the minimum, failing this course; a tainted 
academic record etc. Anyone charged with academic dishonesty will be given the 
opportunity of a fair hearing at the Office of Student Judicial Affairs to dispute the 
charges leveled against him or her. 

Special Considerations/Disability 
If you require special considerations for exams or assignments owing to a disability and 
you have a documented explanation from the Disability Resource Center of WMU, 



please notify me at the beginning of the semester so special provisions can be made for 
you. 
The Writing Center in Moore Hall is a useful resource available to help all students 
write better papers. A list of useful websites for this course will be given to students 
at the beginning of the semester. Other learning tools will be provided as the need 
arises. 

Course Schedule 
August 30  th     
Introduction to the Course, review of class policies and requirements etc. 
September 1
Geography of Africa and approaches to understanding the continent 
Readings: 1. Karl Maier. May 2000. “You can’t pass the buck in Africa.” (Opinion 
Piece). New Statesman. Pp. 23-24. [From Infotrac General Reference Center]
2. Milan Vesely. April 2001. “New Generation Africa.” (Viewpoint). African Business. 
Pp. 41-42. [From Infotrac General Reference Center]
3.Carol Pineau. April 2005.“The Africa You Never See.” Washington Post.Sunday, April 
17: P. B02
Begin Reading C. Achebe. Things Fall Apart.
Movie: “Sub-Saharan Africa. Part 1”  

September 6-8 
History of Africa: Pre-colonial to the colonial era.
Readings:  Thomson Ch. 2, pp. 7-30.
C. Achebe. Things Fall Apart. 
Countries and instructions for final paper assigned. 

September 13-15
Decolonization, post-colonial era and African Ideologies
Readings: Thomson Ch. 3, pp. 31-58.
Richard L. Sklar. “The Future of Socialism in Africa: The Failure of Economic 
Statism,” Dissent (1992): 399-407 plus comments by Bogdan Denitch and reply by 
Sklar (online).
Movie: “The Legacy of Colonization” 
September 20-22
Ethnicity and Religion in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 4, pp. 59-81.
Michael Radu. 1992. “Islam and Politics in Black Africa.” Dissent (Summer): Pp.408-
413 (Online).
Movie: “Sometimes in April.” This movie deals with the ethnic violence and genocide 
in Rwanda in 1994. Due to the graphic nature of some its contents, students will be 
given prior warning before screening. 

September 27-29
Gender and class politics in Africa:
Readings:  Thomson Ch. 5, pp. 82-106.



Ama Ata Aidoo. 1992. “The African Woman Today.” Dissent. (Summer): Pp.319-324. 
(Online)
Fredoline O. Anunobi. 2003. “The Role of Women in Economic and Political 
Development in Contemporary Africa.” The Negro Educational Review 54 no3/4 61-77 
(Wilson Select Plus). 
October 4-6
The issue of political legitimacy in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 6, pp. 107-128.
Abiola Irele. 1992. “The Crisis of Legitimacy in Africa.” Dissent. (Summer): Pp. 296-
302. (Online).
Lucy Komisar. 1992. “The Claws of Dictatorship in Zaire.” Dissent. (Summer): 325-
330

October 11-13
Military Politics in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 7, pp. 129-148.
*Additional Readings to be arranged. 
October 18-20
External influence and the issue of political sovereignty in Africa:
Readings: Thomson Ch. 8, pp.149-174.
*Additional readings to be arranged. 

October 25 
External influence and the issue of economic sovereignty in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 9, pp. 175-199.
Susan George. 1992. “Uses and Abuses of African Debt.” Dissent. (Summer): Pp. 335-
343. 
*** Exam: Thursday, October 27th. 

November 1-3 
The crises of authority and state collapse in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 10, pp. 200-227.
Aristide R. Zolberg. 1992. “The Specter of Anarchy: African States Verging on 
Dissolution.” Dissent. (Summer): Pp. 303-312. (Online)
November 8-10
Democratization in Africa
Readings: Thomson Ch. 11, pp.228-254
Mahmood Mamdani. 1992. “ Africa: Democratic Theory and Democratic Struggles.” 
Dissent. (Summer): Pp. 312-318. (Online)
Other readings to be arranged. 

November 15-17
HIV/AIDS, International Terrorism, Human Trafficking and other contemporary issues 
in Africa.
Readings: 1. UNICEF. 2004. “Trafficking in human beings, especially women and 
children in Africa: Patterns, root causes and policy responses.” Pp. 1-23. TBA     



2. Ford, Neil. 2004. “The price of terror in Africa.” African Business no295 (Feb) pp. 
46-7. (From Wilson Select).  
3. O Reilly, Brian. 2000. “Death of a continent” Fortune 142, no. 11
(Nov 13): p. 258-274. (From Wilson Select).
4. Okeagu, Jonas E, Joseph C. Okeagu and Ademiluyi O. Adegoke 2003. “The impact 
on African Societies of the Standard Hypothesis that HIV/AIDS Originated in the 
Continent.” Journal of Third World Studies 20, no. 2: p. 113-124. (From Wilson Select). 
November 22 
*** Exam 2 
November 24  th     
Thanksgiving Recess- No class 

November 29
An African renaissance? The African Union, NEPAD and the Peer Review Process
Readings: Lori Robinson. 2001. “African leaders reorganize.” New Crisis 
108, no.
5 (Sep/Oct): p.11. 
Tom Nevin. 2002. “Make or Break for NEPAD” African Business (May): Pp. 35-36.

Kempe Ronald Hope, Sr. 2005. “Toward Good Governance and Sustainable 
Development: The African Peer Review Mechanism.” Governance Vol. 18, 
No.2, (April): Pp. 283-311. (Wilson Select or Infotrac). 
December 1- 6
Class Presentations 
Important: 
*The above schedule and contents of this class are subject to change at the discretion of 
the instructor. Any revised course information will be provided to the class as soon as 
possible. Any changes made will be binding and the student is responsible for such 
changes. 
All course related material will be communicated using the WMU e-mailing system.
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