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Goals:

• To create awareness of the problem of modern day slavery
• To provide a historical, and cultural context for slavery today
• To enable the  students to create an analysis of political and philosophical problems associated 

with issue
• To assist the students in their creation and implementation of solutions
• Inspire activism
• To reinforce skills required for a liberal arts education and life; writing, analysis, collaboration, 

motivations of service, ethics.

Results:
• An increase in student knowledge on the topic of slavery today
• A desire among some students to continue learning about slavery today
• Activism among students who are impacted by the knowledge they gain.

Required Readings 

Bales, Kevin, Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy, University of California Press, 
Berkeley, 2004. 

Sage, Jesse et al, Enslaved: True Stories of Modern day Slavery, Palgrave Macmillan, New York, 2006. 

Recommended reading (http://annabeschcourses.googlepages.com/slaverytodaycourse):

“The Village” excerpt from Women’s Lives; Multicultural Perspectives 

Kloer, Amanda, “10 Types of Invisible Chains Traffickers Use to Keep Victims in Slavery.” (Change.org)

Landesman, Peter, “The Girls Next Door.” New York Times, January 25, 2004.

Kristof, Nicholas D., “If This Isn’t Slavery, What Is?” New York Times, January 4, 2009.

Jacobs, Charles, “Slavery: Worldwide Evil” American Anti-Slavery Group

Garrison, William Lloyd, No Compromise with Slavery, The Norton Reader, W.W. Norton and Company,  
New York. 



Roosevelt, Eleanor, On the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, The Norton Reader, W.W. Norton and 
Company, New York. 

Grading:

It is not possible to receive credit for this course without attendance. Attendance as well as full 
participation is mandatory for a passing grade. 30% of the final grade will come from in class writing and 
active viewing exercises, such as video response papers, written questions, observations and reactions 
to material, involvement in group discussions, and general engagement with the material. 

70% of the final grade comes from a final project, which may one of three different forms. A student 
may choose to write a 5 page paper in response to essay questions provided by the professor. A student 
may write a 5 page research paper on a topic of special interest, which must be cleared with the 
professor in advance. A student may also choose to work alone or in a group to create and implement 
solutions to the problem of contemporary slavery through activism. This option may be brainstormed 
with the professor and must be cleared ahead of time. 

Films: (In class)

MTV No Exit series
PBS Frontline “Sex Slaves “
Anti-Slavery “Hell on Earth; Slavery Today”
Free the Slaves “Freedom and Beyond; Bal Vikras Ashram”
Free the Slaves “Dreams Die Hard”
Free the Slaves “Friends of Orphans”
Annie Leonard “The Story of Stuff”

Recommended viewing (Fiction):
Hotel Rwanda
Blood Diamond
Human Trafficking

Discussion Topics:
How is the human trafficking different from the old slavery?
Would legalizing prostitution have an impact on sex trafficking?
How is human smuggling different from human trafficking?
How do different religions view slavery?
How does the business of slavery operate?
Compare/contrast different perspectives on human trafficking; ie feminist, legal, pro-life….
How can populations be immunized against enslavement?
How can rescued slaves be rehabilitated and reintegrated?
What are the ambiguities of certain slave-like situations?
What can we do?


