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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The purpose of this seminar is twofold: 
• to provide students with an introduction to international studies; and
• to teach students how to research and write papers for the international studies major.

Specifically, the seminar will examine two primary types of global issues: those issues that cross 
political boundaries (country borders) and therefore affect individuals in more than one country. 
The goal is to introduce several of the most pressing global issues and demonstrate how strongly 
they are interconnected. Through the use of weekly readings, discussions and following 
international current events, the students should have a greater understanding of global issues that 
affect countries and people around the world and form the basis of international and intra-national 
relations. 

Students will also learn how to research current international issues, develop and defend their 
positions on these issues and write papers that are well researched, well organized and well 
written. Whether or not a student is an international studies major, the writing component of this 
class will help them improve their research and writing ability.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students are expected to attend all class sessions, do all of the required readings and participate 
actively in all discussions, which will form the basis of the class. Students will also be required to 
keep up with current international events by reading daily newspapers or checking a variety of 
news sources on the Internet on a daily basis. There will be both weekly discussions and 
unannounced quizzes on current events throughout the semester.
 
Students will also be required to write two short papers and a larger research paper during the 
semester. A separate hand-out will address the specifics of the papers. There will also be three 
exams through the semester.  

Grades will be based on the following:
10%  -  Class participation and current events discussions
20%  -  Midterm Exam
40%  -  Papers (10%, 10% and 20%)
10%  -  Current events quizzes 
20% - Final Exam



CLASS RULES

Discussions: During class discussions, we all need to be respectful to each other.  Everyone has 
different viewpoints on the issues this class will cover. All viewpoints will be welcome and active 
debate will be encouraged, as long as everyone is respectful of each other’s positions.
You are welcome to bring sodas, coffee, tea, or other non-alcoholic beverages to class.  I ask that 
you refrain from eating during class time.

Attendance Policy: You are required to come to class.  However, we are all adults here and 
sometimes “real life” intrudes. I don’t need to know why you are absent. I will trust you as an 
adult. The rules are as follows: You may miss up to 3 classes during the term, no questions asked. 
When you are absent for the fourth time, your attendance will be reported to the Dean of your 
school. This will have an impact on your grade (if you’re not in class you cannot participate!). 
Manage your absences appropriately. If you have a medical situation that will mean more than 3 
absences, let me know as soon as possible. Late arrivals or early departures may be considered 
absences at my discretion, particularly if they appear to be consistent, gratuitous or disruptive. 

Plagiarism: Please don’t.  If you plagiarize, I will fail your plagiarized assignment and refer your 
case to the Dean of Students. The Dean’s Office can take action up to and including expelling you 
from school.  I also reserve the right to fail you instantly for the course. Just don’t do it—the 
consequences are very severe.

Now, what is plagiarism?  Plagiarism is taking someone else’s ideas and presenting them as your 
own.  You could do this in many ways including buying a paper from the Internet or quoting 
someone without using quotation marks or acknowledgement.  What if you used your own 
words, but the idea came from an article you read?  If you don’t cite the article as the source of 
the ideas, you are guilty of plagiarism.  We will talk about plagiarism in class and there is an 
article about plagiarism on the class Blackboard site. Should you have any questions about what is 
and is not acceptable use, ask me. Your continued enrollment in this course past the first session 
is considered proof that you have read and understood the article on plagiarism on Blackboard.

Reaching Me: Please e-mail me!  I check e-mail throughout the day. I usually reply promptly, but 
don’t panic if you do not hear back from me after four hours. Just like you, I try to have a life. I 
encourage you to come to my office hours. Office hours are the best way to take care of concerns 
and papers. E-mail is best for questions and concerns that can be addressed in a paragraph or less. 
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READINGS

Two text books are required for this course, in addition to any other supplementary materials that 
will be available on Blackboard. The books should be available in the bookstore.

Congressional Quarterly Global Issues, 2007 edition. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly 
Press, 2007 (CQ).

Richard J. Payne. Global Issues: Politics, Economics, Culture. New York: Pearson/Longman, 
2007. (Payne)

All readings are due on the day listed in the syllabus. Bring relevant book(s) to class.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

8/28: Introduction: What are Global Issues?
8/29: Challenges of Globalization Payne #1
8/30: Challenges of Globalization

2. 9/4: The Struggle for Primacy in a Global Society Payne #2
     9/5:  The Struggle for Primacy in a Global Society
      9/6:  Writing Papers - Introduction

NOTE:  Paper #1 due on 9/4, 9/11 or 9/12
   Topic for Paper #3 due on 9/12

3.  9/11: Rising Powers: China CQ#15
9/12: European Union CQ#16

   9/13: Researching Papers

4. 9/18: Human Rights
Payne #3

9/19: Human Rights
9/20: Genocide CQ#7

NOTE: Paper #2 due on 9/25, 9/27 or 10/2
     
5. 9/25: Promoting Democracy Payne #4 and CQ#13

9/26: Promoting Democracy
 9/27: Global Terrorism Payne #5 and CQ#1

6. 10/2:  Terrorism and WMDs CQ#4
10/3:  Outlines and Paper Organization
10/4:  Midterm Exam  

7. 10/9: No Class (Monday schedule)
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     10/10: References and Bibliographies
10/11: Global Trade Payne #6

NOTE: Paper #3 outline and preliminary bibliography due on 10/16.

8. 10/16: Global Trade     
10/17:  Outsourcing Friedman and Shiva
10/18:  Outsourcing CQ#14

9. 10/23: Global Inequality Payne #7 and CQ#6
10/24: Global Inequality 
10/25: Ending Poverty

10. 10/30: Environmental Issues Payne #8
10/31: Environmental Issues
11/1: Climate Change CQ#10

NOTE: Paper #3 first draft due on 11/6.
  

11. 11/6:  Population and Migration Payne #9      
11/7:  Population and Migration

      11/8:  Population and Migration

12. 11/13:  Global Crime Payne #10         
11/14:  Global Crime

 11/15:  Human Trafficking CQ (on Blackboard)

13. 11/20:  Human Trafficking
11/21-22: THANKSGIVING BREAK

14. 11/27: Globalization of Disease Payne #11 and CQ#9
      11/28: Globalization of Disease
      11/29: Cultural Clashes and Conflict Resolution Payne #12

NOTE:  Paper #3 final draft due on 12/4.

15. 12/4:  Cultural Clashes and Conflict Resolution
      12/5:  Tensions in the Middle East CQ#5
  12/6:  Looking towards the Future Reading (Blackboard)
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