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Description

This course offers an overview of current international human rights and refugee issues, as well 
as the major institutions and processes through which issues are raised and challenged, with 
attention toward the United Nations, regional organizations, governments, and non-
governmental organizations by which those issues are challenged. The course will address the 
persistent occurrence of repression and gross human rights violations in many countries of the 
world to discuss its origin, response, and preventive measure, drawing mainly from studies in 
political science, sociology, history, and international law. 

Following the Holocaust during World War II and the establishment of the United Nations in 
1945, human rights became firmly established in international society, in some instances 
challenging the traditional norms of state sovereignty. However, as result of the refinement of 
human rights regimes and improved monitoring capabilities, universally accepted human rights 
norms and what actions are in violation of it are in process of consolidation as major issues in 
international and transnational politics. 

Specifically, this course will focus on: concrete case studies in the violation of human rights; 
processes for raising awareness of the issues; consolidating new norms in international society; 
evolution of human rights principles and effectiveness. In addition, the course will consist of 
evaluations on the role of inter-state coercion, institutional design, and non-governmental 
organizations’ mobilization of public opinion. The objectives of the course will be 
accomplished through active student participation in the preparation, presentations, and 
discussions prior to and during class. 

Classes  will  be  composed  of  lectures  by  the  professor  or  guest  speakers,  presentations  of 
students, and in-class discussions by everyone. 

Students should: 
(1) Read all assigned materials.
(2) Conduct a class presentation for at least one topic.
(3) Submit a paper at the end of the semester. The topic can be chosen as the students want. At 

the final two sessions, the students will present the papers.

For the class presentation students should:
(1) Select a topic among the issues described in the syllabus.
(2) Focus on the overall situation, discussions, and activities of governments, NGOs (national 

and international), UN organizations (Commission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission for 
the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,  UNHCR, etc.),  as well  as other related 
organizations. 

(3)  Collect  information  from  the  books,  papers  of  the  journals,  newspaper  articles,  and 



especially the UN website. Interviewing related persons as well as visiting NGOs or other 
related organizations is highly encouraged.

(4) Power point presentation format is recommended.
(5)  Presentation  time  will  be  around 40  minutes,  after  which  comments  and  discussion by 

students would be followed.

Grades will be assessed according to the following breakdown: 
(1) Attendance: 10%
(2) Participation in class discussion: 10%
(3) Presentation: 40%
(4) Papaer: 40%

Textbook requirements:

Henry J. Steiner & Philip Alston,  International Human Rights in Context (Oxford University 
Press, 2000) (S&A)

Susan Marks and Andrew Clapham,  International Human Rights Lexicon (Oxford University 
Press, 2005) (Lexicon)

Syllabus

(1) September 4: Introduction to human rights and refugee issues
* Development of the concepts of human rights and its internationalization
  (S&A: pp.137-157; 237-260)  
* Human rights issues discussed at the UN
  (http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues)      

(2) September 11: International Human Rights Organizations
* Development of the UN, regional organizations and national human rights institutions

(http://www.unhchr.ch/)  (http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/index.htm)
(S&A: pp.597-601; 611-647; 779-785; 987-998)  

 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.htm)
International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights 
   (http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a ccpr.htm) 

 International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
   (http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a cescr.htm) 
* Transnational social movements 

(Margaret  E.  Keck  &  Kathryn  Sikkink,  Activities  beyond  Borders (Cornell  University 
Press, 1998: chap.1,6)

Presentation 1: Reform of the UN human rights procedure: Human Rights Council  

(3) September 18: Universalism and cultural relativism
(S&A: pp.366-402) (Lexicon:pp.385-398)

* Asian value 
  (to be added)

Presentation 2: Female Genital Mutilation 

(4) October 2: Civil and political rights
* Torture, Death penalty, Administration of justice, Democracy, Disappearance



   (Lexicon: pp.49-70, 121-132, 149-162, 359-384)

Presentation  3:  Convention  on  the  Forced  Disappearance  (Process  of  establishment  of  the 
Convention at the UN, activities of the NGOs, the contents of the Convention…)

 
(5) October 9: Refugees (Special lecture: Lawyer, Whang Pilgyu)
* Theories and laws on the refugee issue
* Discussion at the UN
* Gender perspective on the Refugee Convention
* Situation of refugees in Korea

(Gary  G.  Troeller,  “Refugees,  international  security  and  human  vulnerability,”  Edwrad 
Newman  % Joanne  van  Selm eds.,  Refugees  and  Forced  Displacement  (UN University 
Press,2003): pp.50-65.)

(6) October 16: Migration and Trafficking 
* Perspectives on the international migration
* Feminization of migration
* Foreign brides issue
* UN’s efforts for the human rights of migrant workers

Presentation 4: Human rights of foreign brides in Korea

(7) October 23: Women and Gender

* Trafficking in women
(Report  of  Sigma Huda,  Special  Rapporteur  on  Trafficking  in  Persons,  especially 

Women and Children (E/CN.4/2005/71) 
* Sexuality
  (Lexicon: pp.327-344, 411-428)
* Sexual violence and sexual slavery during armed conflict 

(Report of the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights) 

Presentation 5: Any women’s issue 
  
(8) October 30: Globalization and Transnational corporation
* Globalization
  (lexicon: pp.179-196)
* Responsibilities of non-state actors
  (August  Reinisch,  “The changing international  legal  framework for dealing with non-state 

actors,”  in  Philip  Alston,  Non-State  Actors  and  Human  Rights  (Oxford  University 
Press,2005):pp.37-89).

* Human rights issues in bilateral and multilateral agreements
(Chinsung Chung & Florienzelle O’Connor, 2002, “Bilateral and multilateral economic 

agreements and their impact on human rights of the beneficiaries” (Working paper 

submitted to the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion  and Protection of Human 

Rights (A/HRC/Sub.1/58/CRP.8)

 (S&A: pp.1306-1362). 

Presentaion 6: Free trade agreements between Korea and the US

(9) November 6: Human rights and refugee issues of North Koreans
* Various issues of human rights of North Koreans 



  (Report of Vitit  Muntabhorn, Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (E/CN.4/2005/34) 

  (Concluding observation: Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 
July 2005 (CEDAW/C/PRK/CO/1)

  (Concluding observation: Committee on the Rights of the Child,2004 (CRC/C/15/Add.239) 
(Concluding observation: Human Rights Committee, 2001 (CCPR/CO/72/PRK)   보충    

Presentation 7: North Korean refugee

(10) November 13: Transitional justice
* Various forms of realizing transitional justice

(http://www.ictj.org/) 
Video : Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

(Gay McDougall:  Systematic  rape,  sexual  slavery and slavery-like  practice  during armed 
conflict: E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/13)

Presentation 8: Nogeunri Incident (or other issue)
 
(11) November 20: Discrimination
* Theories on discrimination
* Discrimination based on occupation and descent
* UN’s effort for the racial discrimination 
 (to be added)

Presentation 9: Dalit (Untouchable) issue 
 (Definition  of  “untouchable”  people  /  socio-economic,  religious,  historical  and  political 
conditions of the discriminative system / measures of the governments / NGOs’ activities at 
the domestic, regional and international levels / establishment and evolution of the UN norms 
for this issue / etc.) 

(12) November 27: Human rights of elderly people
* Development perspective on elderly issue 
* Human rights approach to elderly issue
 (Diego Rodriguez-Pinzon & Claudia Martin, 2003, “The international human rights status of 

elderly persons,” 18 American University Internationa Law Review.915) 

Presentation 10: How to raise the issue of human rights of elderly people at the UN human 
rights mechanism? (Proposal of the Convention on the Elderly People)

(13) December 4: Paper presentation

(14) December 11: Paper presentation

http://www.ictj.org/

