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Good evening everyone! 

 It is my great pleasure and honor to be here tonight in front of such a distinguished audience! 

Thank you Juliet for inviting me out, thank you for letting me say a few words about my work  

If you are here tonight is probably because you already know what trafficking is and how vicious 
it is! 

However, you might not be aware of all its ramifications and how it affects our lives. 

Firstly we must not forget that trafficking appears everywhere, in all the countries of the world, 
and it is not a “Trouble thing that happens in those developing countries” as a US border officer 
told me once. 

Surely, the forms of trafficking change according to the economic structure, the legal framework 
and the cultural heritage of a country. 

In Western Europe and the US, you find mainly sexual exploitations of the young girls and boys 
often runaways, for the purpose of prostitution and pornography. 

In Asia and South East Asia, we also have sexual exploitation of minors and women, child sex 
tourism and forced labor.  

In the Middle East probably 80% of trafficking, is labor trafficking and the remaining 20% sex 
trafficking. Women and men from South East Asia are forced into domestic servitude, abused 
and exploited by their employer and the employment agencies. Girls from other Middle Eastern 
Countries are forced to marry, children and men are forced to beg on the street and exploited for 
organ harvesting.                 



 

 

The fact that trafficking is everywhere means that no one is immune to this problem and no one 
can wash his hands of the responsibility to do something- The question is how? 

For the last 5 years I have been working at the Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins 
University, School of Advanced International Studies in Washington DC, a legal think tank that 
works to combat trafficking trough legal advocacy and education around the world and 
especially in the Middle East. 

I have travelled to Egypt, Lebanon, London, Iraq, many times to meet government official and 
the representatives of different NGOs to set up programs to combat trafficking. Just a few weeks 
ago, for instance, I was in Amman, where we met Princess Basma to discuss the development of 
a joint strategy to fight trafficking in Jordan between The Hopkins University and her 
foundation. 

Interestingly, in the last three years or so, I have noticed a positive shift in the mindset of 
government officials and the like on how to address the problem of trafficking. If in the past we 
only held governments responsible for passing the anti-trafficking law and prosecuting the 
traffickers, now are we gradually realizing that we need a much more holistic approach whereby 
all sectors of society cooperate to develop an effective and sustainable strategy to fight 
trafficking. As Dr. Mattar, the Executive Director of The Protection Project advocates, today we 
should adopt a broader definition of civil society, as to include an:  

− N 
− A 
− M 
− R 
− C 

N: Stands for non-governmental organizations and over the last three years, The Protection 
Project has worked with human rights NGOs in Iraq to build their technical capacity in 
organizing anti-trafficking public awareness campaigns and link them to the anti-trafficking 
efforts of the Iraqi Council of Representatives. 

A: Stands for Academia and especially law school across the Middle East where we are assisting 
in the establishment of the legal Aid Clinics. The clinics will provide law students a chance to 
give practical legal experience before graduating while providing better access to justice for 
victims of trafficking.  

This is an absolutely revolutionary idea for the Middle East and at Alexandria University, in 
Egypt we managed to establish the first ever Legal Clinic in the history of the country, with the 
support of Suzanne Moubarak, and Regional Center for Women’s Health and Development. 

 



 

 

M: Stands for Media, with who we cooperate to create television clips, radio broadcasts and 
newspaper articles, in the Middle East. 

R: Stands for religion, especially in the Middle East; the principles of the Islam are the basics of 
people’s sense of justice. This is why we are working in Jordan and Lebanon to develop- in 
cooperation with the Islamic scholars and the Ministry of Islamic affairs and religious rhetoric of 
trafficking that highlights the prohibition of the exploitation of the vulnerable in The Coran. 

C: Stands for cooperation. There is often a stigma attached to corporations among the people 
working in the development field. “They are the bad guys”, “They are the enemies”, we seem to 
think! 

However, let me tell you one thing. After 5 years working in the field of trafficking I have 
realized that is not always the case. 

Business is the major source of investment and jobs creation. Many big corporations, like 
Microsoft and LexisNexis, and many others, have come together under the United Nations UN 
lift Initiative to build the Technical capacity of small organizations to confront trafficking. 

John Ruggie, a Harvard professor, has developed “The Project, Respect, Remedy” framework 
that has been adopted by the United Nations and provides guidelines to business around the 
world on how to continue  their work while respecting the human dignity of the workers and the 
environment. Many businesses around the world have already started adopting the framework. 

In the same spirit, The Protection Project will hold a conference at the Beirut Arab University on 
May 3, and 4 on the “Code of Ethics” for different industries, from engineering and pharmacy to 
architecture to science and technology. With the help of the experts from all of the word we are 
drafting this code of Ethics to promote the industries with guidelines on how to continue their 
work and be at the same time active participants in the fight against trafficking in person. 

When my cousin Juliet told me she had been in Greece to visit the A21 Campaign Shelter for 
victims of sex trafficking from the Eastern Europe and that she was training to climb the 
Kilimanjaro to raise founds for shelters in the Kiev and London for Voice for Freedom, my heart 
was filled with joy! 

It felt like destiny was giving us a chance to join forces and fight trafficking side to side, 
regardless of how different our walks of life might have been!  Somehow, I felt it was a sign for 
me to continue my work with a renewed commitment and dedication. 

To conclude, I would like to share with you a little story from when Juliet and I were kids. My 
parents have a house on the Dolomites and during the summer, Juliet and her siblings used to  

 



 

 

come and see us there, and go hiking with us. I will never forget that day when, sitting on the top 
of a log at the beginning of a hiking track, I started crying because I was afraid I will not make it 
to the top of the mountain. Juliet, I will never forget; said: “come close to me and have no fear. 
We will walk together and, together, we will conquer the summit!” 

I can think of no better person in the world to lead this expedition to the top of the Kilimanjaro! 
Whatever you decide to give to the cause, I will assure you, will be used wisely and effectively. 
Because I know that Juliet will not only lead the other girls during the climb, but she will never 
leave anyone behind and continue, even after the climb, to put her amazing energy and passion 
toward fighting and eradicating the vicious crime of human trafficking. 

Thank You! 

 


