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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

International criminal law has grown significantly in the last two decades.  It is an area shaped by 
daily events.  The expansion and reach that transnational threats have on nations induce them to 
attain or improve cooperative arrangements to fight transnational criminal behavior such as 
organized crime, terrorism, human trafficking, corruption, money laundering and many other 
criminal conducts that affect a state’s stability and the rule of law.  The field of international 
criminal law has also developed drastically due to countless mass atrocities and many other 
forms of human rights violations.  These worldwide crimes have triggered the creation/codification 
of international crimes together with international criminal tribunals.   

In this course we will explore institutional, substantive, and procedural international criminal 
law developments.  We will study issues of international criminal responsibility and the various 
institutions created to punish international criminals.  We will consider the various forms to 
obtain persons abroad with emphasis on the strain regarding extradition.  The course will 
survey both international criminal offenses and transnational crimes.  The class will place 
particular emphasis on the political context that has led to the evolution of the field, the 
creation of new tribunals and crimes, the commission of crimes per se, and the cooperation or 
lack of cooperation in combating the same.  



AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE 
 

Aims: 
The course seeks to convey: 
• The nature and issues of crimes with an international or trans-border 

dimension. 
• Examination and assessment of the development and operation of 

international cooperation between nation states in the investigating, 
prosecuting and punishing crimes. 

• Consideration of the creation of international jurisdiction over crimes and the 
creation of crimes against international law. 

• How the criminal justice systems found in a range of different countries and 
international organizations approach these problems. 

 
Objectives: 

Students should acquire: 
• An awareness of the limitations of international criminal law. 
• An awareness of the way in which crimes against international law are 

developing. 
• An understanding of the form in which states cooperate in relation to criminal 

matters, and the limits of that cooperation. 
• An understanding of comparative legal methods. 
• The ability to use effectively the Internet and research unfamiliar areas of law. 
• The ability to act as part of a group in solving problems, to organize one’s 

learning and preparation, to manage one’s time, to express ideas clearly and 
cogently both orally and in writing, and to extract, analyze and apply 
information. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Text and Required Materials 

The required text is: Paust, Bassiouni, et al., INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW, 2D (Carolina 
Academic Press, 2000) with Documents Supplement (2000).  I will also distribute handouts. 
  
I encourage you to use the Internet to research the numerous materials we will explore by using 
the links included at the end of this Syllabus.  Additional material will be distributed in handouts at 
various times during the semester. 
 
Scheduled Class Times  
 
The class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:40 - 12:05 p.m. in Classroom E.  

In accordance with the College policy, failure to attend 80% of the scheduled classes 
will result in automatic exclusion from the examination and loss of all credit for the 
course.  Please arrive on time. 

Teaching Method 
 
I will combine classroom discussion, guest speakers, audio/visual supplements, and 
lectures.  The goal of the classroom discussion is to promote critical thinking 
regarding international criminal law and to exchange diverse viewpoints brought into 
the classroom by students.  Accordingly, students must complete the readings prior to 
class and be prepared to volunteer and be called upon to participate.  You are 
encouraged to read the newspaper and follow international news.  We will be 
discussing current events for the first 15-20 minutes of class each Tuesday.  



Guest Speakers will be invited to class throughout the semester.  Topics will be 
shifted around to accommodate their busy schedules. 

 
Power Points – Policy 
 
Power Points will be printed by the Faculty Support Services staff and distributed after class.  
Power Points will not be distributed, re-copy, or e-mailed prior to exams.  You are solely 
responsible for having all the Power Points used throughout the semester. 
 
Classroom Participation  
 
Classroom participation is evaluated through students’ active and meaningful participation.  
The class is a constant dialogue between the professor and students.  Students randomly and 
frequently will be called upon to share their thoughts and to discuss the readings.  Class 
performance evaluation will also include participation and discussion on current events. 
 
Participation in classroom discussion of assigned readings and exercises is required.  If you feel 
uniquely disadvantaged by a grading system which takes class participation into account, please 
discuss this with me before the end of the add/drop period.  
 
If for any reason you are unprepared to participate in class, please provide me with a written 
explanation before that class begins.  
 
Participation in the classroom will be graded as a "check", "check + ", or "check - ".  Strong, high 
quality, sustained participation in the classroom will receive a "check + ".  This will raise the final 
grade by one quarter of one point—e.g. raising a 3.0 to 3.25.  Failure to contribute meaningfully to 
the classroom discussions and playing on the computer or sending e-mails during class will 
receive a "check - ".  This will lower the final grade by one quarter of one point—lowering a 3.0 to 
2.75.  Average participation will receive a "check" and neither raise nor lower the final grade.  
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should inform me at the beginning of the 
course or whenever the need for accommodation arises.  It is not only the school’s policy but it is 
a federal and state mandate to accommodate students with disabilities.   
 
Policy on Questions and Participation 
 
International criminal law is a dynamic, exciting, and complex area of law that is best learned 
through active dialog and energetic student participation.  No question is foolish or unwise and 
discussion is encouraged.  However, productive and healthy discussions are based on respect.  
Respectful debates and questions do not take the form of homophobic, racist, sexist, or otherwise 
discriminatory or disparaging comments or conduct. 
 
Grading  
 
The grade will be based upon classroom participation and a final exam.  Students are responsible 
for all of the readings, including all the materials distributed in class, together with all issues 
covered in class.  
 
 
Office Hours 
 
You are welcome to stop by and see me during my scheduled office hours, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 12:15- 1:15 p.m.  If you can only meet outside these hours, or I'm not in my office 



during office hours, call or e-mail me for an appointment.   
 
CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, AND COMPUTER SOUND CARDS 
 
Please disable all cell phones, pagers, and computer sound cards/devices prior to each class.  If 
you fail to do so, I will put a "check - " on your final grade.  Use of the computer during class for 
anything other than course-related work will result in losing the right to use the computer in class 
and a .25 deduction on the final grade.   
 
 

SYLLABUS 
 
This syllabus is subject to change.  

When the course book makes reference to any statutory material or international 
agreements, be sure to read the relevant provisions in the Documentary Supplement 
or on the Internet. 

Chapter I 
General Nature and Sources of International Criminal Law (ICL)    
A. Penal Aspects of International Law: International Crimes:   3-15 

a. The International Criminal Court (ICC) and Terrorism as an International Crime 
 Click on the blue link and read the document. 

B. International Aspects of National Criminal Law: Enforcement  12-18 
C. Distinction between International and Transnational Crimes  18-25 

a. Transnational Criminal Law? 
 Click on the blue link and read the document. 

Chapter 2 
Individual, State and Other Responsibilities  
1. Individual Responsibility         

A. Private Individuals, Officials, and Heads of State   27-40 
B. Organization and Groups       

i. Paust, My Lai and Vietnam    48-54 
ii. The Prosecutor v. Delalic, et al.    55-67 
iii. The Prosecutor v. Zlatko Aleksovski   6769 
iv. Her Majesty the Queen v. Imre Finta   80-86 
v. Paust, Threats to Accountability After Nuremberg 86-99 

 
2. State Responsibility             132-139, 151-155 
 
Chapter 3 
State Competencies   
  
  1. Universal Jurisdiction      157-176 
  2. Other Bases of Jurisdiction      176-222 
 
Chapter 5 
Obtaining Persons Abroad 
  1. Extradition         315-316 

A. Standing      316-319 
B. The Process       319-328 
C. Denial        332-348 
D. Specialty Doctrine     353-361 
E. Political Offense Exception    378-387 

2. Rendition 



A. By International Agreement    411-414 
B. Deportation as Disguised Extradition   414-427 

3. Luring (Trickery)  
A. U.S. Position     436-443 
B. International Consensus     443-447 
C. Law Enforcement Practice     448-450 
D. Impact U.S. Criminal Justice    450-453 

4. Abductions        453-454 
A.  Extraterritorial Abductions    454-468 
B.  Judicial Responses      468-497 

 
Chapter 6 
Other Aspects of International Cooperative Enforcement 
1. Multilateral Conventions       507-515 
2. Mutual Legal Assistance 

A. Obtaining Evidence Abroad  
1. Extraterritorial Application Fourth Amendment  
 a. Standing      515-526 
 b. The Joint Venture Doctrine    527-533 
2.   Compelling Evidence    534-548 

B. Mutual Legal Assistance  
 1. Letters Rogatory     551-552 

 US Attorney Manual 
 Preparation 

 2. Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties    551-557 
 US Department of State 
 Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

3. Transfer of Proceedings       557-564 
 
Offenses 
1. Slave Trading / Human Trafficking      968-993 

  Handout 
2. Terrorism         995-1038 
3. Drug Trafficking and Related Offenses  

 2.1. International Conventions      1051-1061 
 2.2. Extraterritorial Application of Federal Drug Laws   1061-1077 
 2.3. Connections with Terrorism     Handout 

4. Transnational Crimes        1087-1115 
Organized Crime       Handout 

  
 

SOME USEFUL WEBSITES 

Transparency/Corruption 

(Non-governmental organization.  Excellent 
reports and information on international and 
national corruption.) 

 

Anticorruption 

1. Anticorruption Initiatives 
2. UN Anticorruption 

Convention 
3. Inter-American Convention 

Against Corruption 
4. Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 



International Money Laundering-UN 

(Web page administered by U.N. Office for 
Drug Control and Crime Prevention.  Links to 
legal instruments, news of recent anti-money 
laundering initiatives and more.) 

 

Interpol 

(Information on terrorism, trafficking in 
human beings, drugs, corruption and more.) 

 

Europol 

European Police Office. Information on 
terrorism, drug-trafficking, trafficking in 
human beings, clandestine immigration 
networks, trafficking radioactive and 
nuclear substances, money-laundering 
associated with international criminal 
activities etc. 

 

ICC-UN 

(U.N. Site to information and 
documentation on the International Criminal 
Court.) 

 

CICAD-Money Laundering-OAS 

(OAS site with links to legal instruments, 
national legislations, cases, hemispheric 
programs, alternative development, legal 
development and more.) 

 

Human Rights Links 

(Links to International Court of Justice, 
International Organizations, Criminal 
Prosecutions, Truth Commissions, National 
Law & Courts, Humanitarian Law, Human 

5. Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) 

 

Trafficking in Human Beings-UN 

UN information with reports, laws, 
conventions, etc) 

 

European Treaties 

(Conventions, agreements, reservations and 
declarations, partial agreements negotiated 
within the institutional framework of the 
Council of Europe.) 

 

European Union 

(Site to the European Union with links to 
history, activities, institutions, treaties, 
official documents and others.) 

 

Conventions Extradition, Judicial /Legal 
Assist, Terrorism 

(U.N.Crime and Justice Information 
Network.) 

 

Organization for Security and Co-
Operation in Europe (OSCE) 

(Treaties, human trafficking, other 
materials.) 

 

OAS 

(Organization of American States.  
Comprehensive site for treaties, reports, 
directives, and other publications.) 



Rights Violators.) 

 

United Nations' Treaty Collection 

(Every treaty and international agreement 
entered into by any Member State 
registered with and published by the 
Secretariat.) 

 

International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia 

(Links to Other Treaty and Convention 
Sources organized by subject.  Provides 
information on the workings of these 
tribunals, including indictments, 
judgments, and reports.) 

 

Council of Europe 

(Main site for one of Europe's first 
international organizations.  Contains 
references to terrorism, human rights, the 
environment and others.) 

 

OECD 

(Organization of Economic Cooperation 
and Development.  Comprehensive site for 
reports, news and links to corruption, 
money laundering and others) 

 

APG- Money Laundering 

(Asian Pacific Group site contains 
documents, decisions, model laws and best 
practices, news and developments in 
international anti-money laundering 
efforts) 

 

Terrorism Law & Policy 

(Jurist. Comments, updates, analysis, world 
anti-terrorism laws, U.S. anti-terrorism 
laws, and more) 

 

Terrorist Financing 

(OECD includes recommendations to 
detect, prevent and suppress the financing 
of terrorism/terrorist acts, includes best 
practices combating abuse of non-profit 
organizations, etc) 

 

 

U.S. Treaties in Force 

(Department of State Office of the Legal 
Adviser, Treaty Affairs.) 

 

Electronic Map Collection> 

(University of Texas Perry-Castañeda 
Library. Maps of the world and maps 
relating to September 11, 2001 and Later 
Events.) 

 

American Society of International Law 

(ASIL-Various materials and a guide to 
electronic resources and links to many 
other international sites.) 

 

United Kingdom 

(Government Publications in the United 
Kingdom by Her Majesty's Stationery 



 

DEA 

(U.S. Drug Enforcement Assistance site 
contains information on drugs, trafficking 
and other.) 

 

FBI 

U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Information on organized crime, espionage 
and other. 

 

LLRX 

University of Toronto Law School 
International Criminal Law resource guide. 

It has it all! This is a superb resource. 

Office (HMSO).) 

 

Geneva Convention 

(Geneva Convention and additional 
protocols.) 

 

Guide to U.N. Materials 

(Diamond Law Library source on U.N. 
information and materials.) 

 

Lex Mundi World Reports 

(Reports, news, analysis and other.) 

 

FCPA 

US Department of Justice site includes statute, 
legislative history, amendments, international 
agreements relating to bribery of foreign 
officials, etc. 

 
 
 


