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This session is devoted to a discussion of the “Recent Developments in Clinical Legal Education in the Middle East.” Our focus will be on the Arab World, especially Egypt and Iran, and the purpose of the session is not to strengthen the relation between Egypt and Iran but to learn from recent developments in both.

This development is very recent –only seven years old – so that Frank’s book on “The Global Clinical Movement” did not include any account of clinical legal education in the Arab world or the greater Middle East including Iran. I suggested to Professor Frank last night before dinner to get the book translated into the Arabic language because we lack any resources in the Arabic language on clinical legal education.

So, the question that we have to address at the outset is why law schools in different Arab countries were late, very late, in accepting the concept of clinical education.

A. A primary reason is historical: all Arab countries follow the civil law French model of legal education. Many law professors were trained in France; they were not exposed to the idea of a law clinic and many do not believe in it.

B. A related reason is the law curriculum in these schools is law in the abstract:
· Lecture-style teaching,
· Absence of any practical experiences, and 
· A passive role of the student.

C. Another related reason is the belief that a function of a law school is to educate through teaching and research – no link whatsoever with the society.

D. Of course, one may add a general environment of mistrust of any type of association or any link with ideas of human rights. In some Arab settings, a law clinic concerned with human rights poses an alarm to state security. I hope that the Arab spring and Arab human rights movement will be accompanied with a clinical movement – this is the moment to initiate a clinical movement.

So, what is the clinical map in law schools in the Arab world today? We have ten established or to-be-established law clinics.

1) I believe that the first law clinic was established at the University of Hassan II Law faculty of Mohammedia in 2005 in Morocco. I remember visiting the clinic. It focused on labor law, helping employees filing law suits against their employees.

2) In 2006, in Palestine, the Human Rights Clinic at Al Quds University was established as the first accredited law clinic in the Arab world. The clinic advised Palestinians on residency and identification issues.

3) In Jordan, in 2009, a refugee clinic was established in the University of Jordan, assisting Iraqi refugees in Jordan.

4) In the United Arab Emirates law faculty, a law clinic was established, although it did not receive clients up until now. I recognize with due respect the Dean who is with us now.

5) Also a decision was made by Sultan Qaboos University Law School in Oman to establish a law clinic this year.

6) Similarly, the Arab University of Beirut will start a law clinic in the next academic year. I was there last week to finalize the arrangements necessary to establish the clinic.

7) In Yemen, Sana’a University, through collaboration between the School of Business and the School of Law, plans to launch a law clinic in fall 2011 where students from both schools will advise small business owners about their legal rights.

8) I was also in Iraq. 100-year-old Baghdad law school, and other law schools in the country, will start law clinics for the first time. We had a conference for the Council of Deans, and a decision was made to adopt clinical education in all law schools in Iraq.

9) In Asyat University law school in Egypt, there is also a law clinic, and we have the Dean of Asyat law school with us – I recognize with due respect Dr. Zanati.

But the clinic that I helped establish with my colleagues here Anna Koppel and Jessica Morrison of the Protection Project at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies is the law clinic of Alexandria University faculty of law, which officially incorporated the concept of clinical legal education in the University statute in December 2009. It has been around three semesters. This was the first law clinic in the history of the Egyptian legal education. The clinic is composed of three components:

First, the classroom component:

· Introduced as part of “The Practical Training Course” to avoid need for legislative regulation;
· Offered to 3rd and 4th year law students;
· Taught by practicing legal professionals – lawyers, prosecutors, judges – we do not yet have the concept of a clinical professor.
The course consists of 8 units, including for the first time “legal ethics - code of professional responsibility”, in addition to the “usual” elements of a course on legal clinic:
· Preparing a case
· Evidence collection
· Interviewing a client, etc.
Unfortunately, our students do not study legal ethics – a compulsory course in American law schools, and unlike American legal education, hardly any elective courses are offered in law schools in Arab universities.

Second, client representation:

20-30 third and fourth year students are selected through a competitive process to participate in the clinic. There are 3 criteria: 
· Knowledge of the English language, 
· interest in human rights, 
· and good academic performance.
We chose family law cases, including violence against women, especially human trafficking. 

Case: A husband remarries and induces his first wife to force her children to beg.
If necessary, the case is referred to a “pro bono lawyer” who represents the client in court with the students in attendance.

We chose to focus on the rights of the vulnerable population, a concept that I would like to develop further – rights of widows, orphans, the disabled, the elderly, and victims of human trafficking.

We invited Professor Bridget Carr of Michigan law school, who has a human trafficking clinic, to train our students in Alexandria.
The clinic will be working more with NGOs and civil society in training and finding clients after the Egyptian Revolution.

Third: Human rights monitoring and advocacy:

Students engage in “projects:” 

A. A joint-research project with Georgetown law school on family courts, established in Egypt in 2004, on access to justice for women.

B. Development of a model law on “legal aid.”

C. Next semester, Professor Barbara Schatz from Columbia Law School will work with us to draft a model law on NGOs.

Currently, we are working on model laws on child protection, people with disabilities, and the elderly.

In fact, following this conference and on the 18 and 19 of July, we will discuss the model law on child protection. We took it to Singapore, then Alexandria, then Costa Rica, then Valencia, together with the US International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children.

That is why I liked the session by Professor Elizabeth Cooper from Fordham on policy and legislative advocacy

Here are some of the obstacles we face in the establishment of a law clinic in the Arab world:

One is lack of student practice rules enabling students to represent clients in courts. 
To overcome this obstacle, the law clinic employs a referral system, whereby clients who are served by the clinic will be referred to a pro bono lawyer – encouraging volunteerism.

Second is restriction of law professors to practice law.
This prohibition is the rule, for example, in Iraq. Again, a referral system must be employed to overcome this obstacle.

Third is the growing number of students.
Here, the clinical topics are taught to all students, but only 20-30 students per semester will have the opportunity to participate in the law clinic.

Fourth is lack of trust in the ability of students.
Law clinics will be open only to 3rd and 4th year students. 
But what is important here is to “reform the legal education”:
a. To emphasize practice
b. And to allow for an active role for the student

It would be a good idea to have a conference on comparative models of legal education and invite Professor Rick Wilson to tell us about the American model, and ask the question: How may the traditional French model be a hindrance in developing law clinics?

This distinction between public law and private law is a problem, because every time you want to introduce a new course such as a law clinic, you have to fit the course in one of these two categories.

Let me conclude with a call for a regional conference with GAJE in Beirut to announce an Arab network of law clinics and to learn from the experiences and expertise of clinical professors not only from the United States but from all over the world.  This is a request to our advisor professor Katherine Klein who helped us in establishing these law clinics. The people would like to establish law clinics.
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