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JOHN CABOT UNIVERSITY  

 
COURSE CODE: "PL 399A"  

COURSE NAME: "Special Topics in Political Science: International Migration (Prerequisite: 
Junior Standing)"  

SEMESTER & YEAR: Summer Session I 2010  

SYLLABUS  
 
INSTRUCTOR: Scarpa Silvia  
HOURS: MTWTH 9:00-11:00  
TOTAL NO. OF CONTACT HOURS: 45  
CREDITS: 3  
PREREQUISITES: Prerequisite: Junior Standing  
OFFICE HOURS: M 11.00-12.00  

 
COURSE AIMS:  
The United Nations recently estimated that there are 214 million international migrants in the world 
today. This impressive phenomenon has consequences for both the sending and receiving countries; 
therefore, the course aims at providing students with a clear understanding of the historical routes, 
causes and consequences, dimension and extent of the international migratory movements today.  

SUMMARY OF COURSE CONTENT:  
This course introduces the students to the phenomenon of international migrations. It will analyse 
the various theories of migrations, compare the migratory movements before and after 1945 and 
examine the present situation in various regions of the world. It will specifically study the impact of 
international migration on the economic and social development of sending and receiving countries, 
including the problem of integration in countries of destination, the benefits of remittances on 
countries of origin, the link between brain gain and brain drain and the phenomenon of circular 
migration. A comparison between immigration to the United States of America and to some 
European countries will be made to evaluate similarities and differences. The links among 
migration, security and globalization will be assessed and the issues of irregular immigration, 
smuggling of migrants and transnational human trafficking will be investigated. Finally, the specific 
case of persecuted asylum seekers and refugees escaping from their countries of origin will be 
analysed.          

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
Upon completion of the course, students will gain an understanding of the various theories of 
migrations and they will be able to explain the major differences among different categories of 
migrants. They also will be able to assess the major successes and failures of immigration policies 
and they will have conducted research on a specific issue of their interest and have written a term 
paper on it.  

TEXTBOOK:  

Book Title Author Publisher ISBN number Library Call 
Number 

The Age of Migration: International 
Population Movements in the 
Modern World 

Stephen Castles 
and Mark J. 
Miller 

Palgrave 
Macmillan 9780230517851   
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International Migration: A Very 
Short Introduction Khalid Koser 

Oxford 
University 
Press 

9780199298013   

 

REQUIRED RESERVED READING:  
NONE 
 
RECOMMENDED RESERVED READING:  
NONE 

 

GRADING POLICY  
-ASSESSMENT METHODS:  
   
 
Attendance and class participation: 20%  
Students’ Presentations*: 30% 
Midterm examination: 20% 
Final examination: 30% 
* Topics need to be discussed with the instructor. 
 
-ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  
 
Assessment Guidelines for assigning main letter grades: A, B, C,D, and F. 
A:  Work of this quality directly addresses the question or problem raised and provides a coherent argument displaying 
an extensive knowledge of relevant information or content. This type of work demonstrates the ability to critically 
evaluate concepts and theory and has an element of novelty and originality. There is clear evidence of a significant 
amount of reading beyond that required for the course. 
B:  This is highly competent level of performance and directly addresses the question or problem raised. 
There is a demonstration of some ability to critically evaluate theory and concepts and relate them to practice. 
Discussions reflect the student’s own arguments and are not simply a repetition of standard lecture and reference 
material. The work does not suffer from any major errors or omissions and provides evidence of reading beyond the 
required assignments. 
C:  This is an acceptable level of performance and provides answers that are clear but limited, reflecting the information 
offered in the lectures and reference readings. 
D:  This level of performances demonstrates that the student lacks a coherent grasp of the material. 
Important information is omitted and irrelevant points included. In effect, the student has barely done enough to 
persuade the instructor that s/he should not fail. 
F: This work fails to show any knowledge or understanding of the issues raised in the question. Most of the material in 
the answer is irrelevant. 
 
-ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:  
 Attendance and class participation is 20% of the final grade.  

Please refer to the university catalog for the attendance and absence policy. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY  
As stated in the university catalog, any student who commits an act of academic dishonesty 
will receive a failing grade on the work in which the dishonesty occurred. In addition, acts of 
academic dishonesty, irrespective of the weight of the assignment, may result in the student 
receiving a failing grade in the course. Instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the 
Dean of Academic Affairs. A student who is reported twice for academic dishonesty is subject 
to summary dismissal from the University. In such a case, the Academic Council will then 
make a recommendation to the President, who will make the final decision.  

STUDENTS WITH LEARNING OR OTHER DISABILITIES  
John Cabot University does not discriminate on the basis of disability or handicap. Students 
with approved accommodations must inform their professors at the beginning of the term. 
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Please see the website for the complete policy.  
 

SCHEDULE 
 
1st Week 
24 May: Introduction to the Course. The challenges of global migration. Why migration matters. 
Who is a migrant? (Castles and Miller, Ch. 1; Koser, Ch. 1 and 2). 
25 May: Theories of migration (Castles and Miller, Ch. 2). 
26 May: No lesson 
27 May: Migration before 1945 (Castles and Miller, Ch. 4). 
 
2nd Week 
31 May: Migration after 1945: Europe, North America and Oceania (Castles and Miller, Ch. 5).  
1 June: Migration to the United States (MPI_A New Century).  
2 June: Holiday 
3 June: No lesson 
4 June (make-up day for 2 June): Migration to Italy (Monzini_Irregular Migration to Italy). 
 
3rd Week 
7 June: Migration in the Asia-Pacific Region (Castles and Miller, Ch. 6). 
8 June: Migration in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and North Africa, and Latin America 
(Castles and Miller, Ch. 7).  
9 June: Globalization, Development and Migration. (Castles and Miller, Ch. 3). Remittances and 
brain drain v. brain gain. (Koser, Ch. 3-4; UNESCO_Brain drain v. brain gain; 
ID21_Insights_n.60_Remittances). 
10 June: Circular migration and development (MPI_Circular Migration and Development). 
11 June: Mid-term exam. 
 
4th Week 
14 June: Irregular migration, trafficking in human beings and the smuggling of migrants (Koser, 
Ch. 5; on reserve at the JCU library: Scarpa, Ch. 1).  
15 June: Irregular migration, trafficking in human beings and the smuggling of migrants, continued. 
Human trafficking in the wider context of international migrations (Bhabha_Zard_Smuggled or 
Trafficked; Gallagher_FMR). 
16 June: Refugees and asylum seekers. Refugees or Migrants? (Koser, Ch. 6; UNHCR_Refugee or 
Migrant). 
17 June: The State and International Migration. Migration and Security (Castles and Miller, Ch. 8-
9). 
 
5th Week 
21 June: Migrants in Society and Politics. (Castles and Miller, Ch. 10-11-12; Koser, Ch. 7). 
22 June: Migrations in the 21st Century (Castles and Miller, Ch. 13; Koser, Ch. 8). 
23 June: Students’ presentations. 
24 June: Students’ presentations. 
25 June: Final exam. 
 
 
FULL LIST OF READING MATERIALS: 
 

Agunias D. R. and Newland K., Circular Migration and Development: Trends, Policy Routes and 
Ways Forward (Migration Policy Institute Policy Brief, April 2007). 
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Bhabha J. and Zard M., “Smuggled or Trafficked?” 25 Forced Migration Review (May 2006) p. 6-
8. 

Castles S. and Miller M. J., The Age of Migration: International Population Movements in the 
Modern World (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

Gallagher A., “Trafficking, Smuggling and Human Rights: Tricks and Treaties” 25 Forced 
Migration Review (May 2006) p. 25-28.  

Institute of Development Studies, “Sending Money Home: Can Remittances Reduce Poverty?” 60 
ID21 Insights (January 2006) 1-8.  

Koser K., International Migration: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2007). 

Migration Policy Institute, A New Century: Immigration and the US (Migration Policy Institute, 
2005). 

Monzini P., “Sea Border Crossings: the Organization of Irregular Migration to Italy” 12/2 
Mediterranean Politics (2007) p. 163-184. 

Scarpa S., Trafficking in Human Beings: Modern Slavery (Oxford University Press, 2008). 

UNESCO, “From Brain Drain to Brain Gain” 18 Education Today (October 2006-January 2007) 4-
7. 

UNHCR, “Refugee or Migrant: Why it Matters” 148/4 Refugees (2007) p.  4-11; 16-21; 25-29. 
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