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Good Afternoon everyone! 

It is a great pleasure to be here with you today to talk about human trafficking!  

First of all, THANK YOU Indhika for this invitation.  

Indhika and I have been working together for many years now – more than we 
want to admit probably ;-) – to offer internship opportunities to students from 
the US and abroad in the human rights field and help them reach their career 
goals!! So it is wonderful to see how many of our past students today are actively 
engaged in human rights work. I keep in contact with a lot of them and many 
went on to work:  

1. For USAID in the area of governance and development.  
2. Or to Law school. Specializing in immigration law and human rights. 
3. Or With NGOs or at the World Bank and in consultancy! 

 
However, this panel, specifically on trafficking, is the first of its kind. And this is 
because we realized that, although there is a growing interest in this field of 
trafficking, there are also a lot of misperceptions.  
 
This is why today, instead of talking about trafficking in general, I would like to 
focus on a more specific topic.  That of AWARENESS RAISING.   
 
What do we think it means, what it ACTUALLY means! 
And then provide you with some examples of how, at The Protection Project, we 
think you can effectively raise awareness.  
To do that, I would like to start with a practical exercise. If you dig out the survey 
that you were handed out at the beginning of the conference you will see that 
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this is survey that was distributed in November 2008 to SAIS graduate students of 
International Relations to understand how much they knew about trafficking.  

When we looked at the results, we made some interesting discoveries. Three in 
particular:  

1 Firstly, we noticed that, of the 144 students who took the survey, although 
most of them had heard about trafficking before, when asked to identify 
the forms of trafficking they knew, many students had found it hard to 
identify the forms. Of those who did answer this question, most of them 
identified trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation and forced 
prostitution. Which is correct, mind you. Statistics suggest that there are 
between 100,000 to 150,000 victims of sex trafficking in the United States. 
However, only 42% of the students mentioned labour trafficking. This, 
despite the fact that sex trafficking only amounts to 11% of global 
trafficking. That means that only 1 out of every 10 enslaved persons is 
forced to work in the commercial sex work. Labour trafficking – including 
both forced and bonded labour- is by far the largest category of human 
trafficking according to the US State Department 2011. This, of course, is 
not the fault of the students, but it is the fault of the media that, for many 
years since the passage of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
focused TOO HEAVILY on the issue of SEX TRAFFICKING and linked 
trafficking to the ANTI-PROSTITUTION DEBATE and the EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTIAN DEBATE.  

2 A second interesting point is that, when asked to identify the forms of 
trafficking, many SAIS students (over 20%) said that they thought that 
illegal migration and human smuggling as forms of trafficking. These, as we 
are here to learn today, are not forms of human trafficking; ILLEGAL 
MIGRATION is when a Mexican citizen comes to the United States without 
any visa and then stays on in the country, working in the kitchen of some 
NYC restaurant, without a work permit. Or when a kid from Moldova gets a 
fellowship to come and study English in the United States and then, when 
his student visa expires, instead of going back home, he disappears and 



goes on and work somewhere else in the country. SMUGGLING is when 
someone pays – often extortionate amounts – to carry   someone across a 
border in a country, illegally. This, for instance, is what happens between 
the coast of Libya and Lampedusa, in the south of Italy, when unscrupulous 
people ask up to $2,000 dollars to bring Libyans, Eritreans, Ethiopians, 
Somalis to Lampedusa. And these are people who live under the one-dollar 
a day poverty line. However, for how terrible this might sound, this is not 
trafficking.  

3 A third issue that I would like to draw your attention to is that, when asked 
to identify the root causes of trafficking, nearly 80% of the students 
identified POVERTY as the main cause and no one mentioned 
CORRUPTION or LACK OF LAW ENFORCEMENT. Although it is very true that 
economic hardship is a major factor, Transparency International, in a recent 
study on corruption and human trafficking proves that there is a strong link 
between corruption and trafficking and defines trafficking as a “HIGH 
PROFIT – LOW RISK VENTURE”. I agree, you guys can tell me that there is a 
casual link between corruption and poverty… many police officers who 
have very low wages try to round up they monthly income by getting a tip 
for turning a blind eye along  borders when trafficking transport victims. 
However, you will also agree with me that there are many instances of 
corruption in rich environment …. Think of the widespread corruption that 
we have among our politicians – certainly the level of corruption of 
politicians in Italy – where I come from. This shows that we can have 
corruption everywhere and that derives from GREED and not poverty 
necessarily. So it is not sufficient, when fighting trafficking, to focus on 
poverty reduction and job creation but we need also to work on changing 
the mentality behind many form of trafficking.  

The reason why I am showing you the results of this survey it is not to shame my 
poor fellow students at SAIS – I was a graduate student myself until 2007   – but 
rather to show how, to raise awareness, it is important to provide accurate 
information and try not to fall into the easy trap of taking for granted what we 
read in the news or see on billboards.  



Before coming here I looked up the expression “Raising Awareness” in the 
dictionary and I found something really interesting. The definition said, and I 
quote: 

“AWARENESS is NOT the same as KNOWLEDGE. Awareness is the NEXT STEP. It is 
what makes you take action because it allows you to relate to the situations and it 
makes it significant to you.” 

This is a beautiful definition that highlights that to raise awareness, in the real 
sense, you need to share the passion and show how the issue of trafficking 
relates to all of us as human beings.  

To do this, the first thing we need to understand is that trafficking is not just a 
subsection of a subsection of criminal law. It is true that there are many 
international conventions and domestic laws that criminalize trafficking.  
Internationally, we have:  

1. The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking In 
Persons, Especially Women and Children of 2000. 

2. We also have the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against 
Trafficking in Human Beings of 2005. 

3. At the EU level, we also have the newly adopted European Union Directive 
2011/36 of 5 April 2011 on preventing and combating trafficking in human 
beings and protecting its victims 

4. In the 22 Arab Countries, trafficking is prohibited under Articles 9 and 10 of 
the Arab Charter on Human Rights of 2004.  

At the national level, of course we have:  

5. The US Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 – and its reauthorizations 
of 2003/2005/2008 and the upcoming 2011.  

6. In addition, according to the latest State Department Report on Trafficking 
in Persons – TIP Report 2011, 73 countries around the world have a 
comprehensive law on trafficking in persons, 95 countries have anti-



trafficking provisions in the penal code and only 1 country – North Korea – 
does not have any anti-trafficking law or provision.  

This shows that, globally, there has been a wave of legislation since 2000 and the 
adoption of the UN Protocol, that addresses trafficking. However, trafficking has 
not really decreased since the adoption of these laws. Actually  according to 
experts like Kevin Bales, the founder of Free the Salves, trafficking has in fact 
increased since the end of the 2WW and even more after the end of the Cold War 
and the opening up of the borders between the Eastern and the Western world. 
This is due, according to Bales, to  

1- the increase in population,  

2 - to the increasing economic disparities between countries and  

3 - to corruption.  

So we see that, trafficking cannot be confronted by just passing a law. This is 
because trafficking is not simply a crime. It is more than that. It is also form of 
MENTALITY that affects many levels of society in many industries, in all countries 
of the world.  

Trafficking is essentially “EXPLOITATION” of a position of vulnerability of one 
person over another person. And trafficking patterns change according to which 
ethnic group, which gender, which religion is more vulnerable at the time.  

This is exactly why, The UN Protocol in Art. 3 talks about:  

1. The 5 ACTS of trafficking:  

a. Recruitment,  
b. Transportation,  
c. Transfer,  
d. Harboring, and  
e. Receipt of persons 

 
2. The 8 illegal MEANS:  



a. Threat/use of force,  
b. other forms of coercion,  
c. abduction,  
d. fraud,  
e. Deception,  
f. Abuse of Power,  
g. Abuse of a position of vulnerability,  
h. and giving and receiving payments or benefits to achieve the consent 

of a person having control over another person.  
 

3. For the PURPOSE of EXPLOITAION. And then the Protocol suggests, at a 
minimum 7 possible illicit purposes: 

a. exploitation of the prostitution of others,  
b. other forms of sexual exploitation, 
c.  forced labour or services, 
d.  Slavery and practices similar to slavery,  
e. servitude  
f. and removal of organs.  

 
All of these purposes are at a minimum and states are called to add other 
purposes when passing national laws, that address the specific forms of trafficking 
in their own region. In the Middle East, for instance, where only 20% is sex 
trafficking and the 80% is trafficking for the purpose of domestic servitude, 
begging, and construction work many states, like Egypt, have added begging to 
the forms of trafficking. In Iraq, the draft law also includes trafficking or the 
purpose of terrorist attacks.  

In Lebanon, many women from Malaysia, Nepal and India are trafficked as 
domestic servants.  Very often these women are abused and mistreated. The 
families or the recruitment agencies take their documents, they are paid very 
little or nothing and they allowed to return home for years. Just recently, I heard 
of an aunt of a friend of mine in Beirut who had two domestic servants who killed 
themselves by jumping from the balcony. Although this aunt said that they 
jumped because they were crazy, everyone knew that the two girls were just so 
desperate they decided to kill themselves.  



So you see that it is really important to pass anti-trafficking laws but ALSO raise 
awareness that this is a crime, not just among people like us that already have a 
human rights conscience, but in people like this aunt of my friend in Beirut and 
show her how that girl that threw herself from the balcony could be her daughter 
or herself if she had been in similar circumstances!  

And this is exactly what we try to do with our work at The Protection Project.  We 
try to raise awareness and focus on changing the mentality that contributes to 
the trafficking infrastructure of both members of governments and of civil society 
organizations. We do this mainly through three means:  

1 – Research 

2 – Education; and 

2- Trainings.  

 

1 - IN THE FIELD OF RESEARCH, for instance,  

1- Each year we publish The Protection Project Review of the US State 
Department Trafficking in Persons Report.  

statistical analysis/ tables and graphs / instant overview of the various 
issues addressed in the TIP report  

Ex: the profile of the trafficker / the role of technology to combat 
trafficking/ corporate social responsibility initiatives (20 countries out of 
the 184.)   

2- In 2007, we also published the Child Sex Tourism Case Study 

− Pursuant to TVPA Reauthorization ACT of 2003, section 112A 

− Field research Cambodia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam 

− Model Law on Combating Child Sex Tourism 



− important because, today few countries that criminalize child sex 
tourism.  

− The US is at the forefront in this field with some of the Best Practices 
like the US Child Sexual Abuse Protection Act of 1994, and the US 
Protect Act of April 30, 2003.   

− Under the 1994 ACT, in US vs. Hersh, Mr. Marvin Hersh was 
convicted to 10 years for travelling to Honduras with the intent of 
sexually exploiting two brothers of the same family aged 8 and 16.  

− Under the 2003 Protect Act, section 105, Mr. Michael Lewis Clark, a 
69 year-old retired US army sergeant from Washington State, was 
charged with sex tourism for paying 2 young children, homeless boys 
aged 10 and 13, 2$ each to have sex with him.  

 

2 - IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION we conduct many programs just for the lay men 
but also for practitioners in the field of human rights and government officials. If 
fact, education is not just about the students, although you guys are all very 
important, ;-), It is also making sure that people who have completed their formal 
education and are now in positions of responsibility are kept up to date with 
changes in legislation.  

1- Inter-Parliamentary Union Handbook for Parliamentarians on Trafficking 
(…) 

2- Conference in Amsterdam on November 25-26, 2011 (…)  

 

 

 



3 Finally, in the field of CAPACITY BUILDING TRAINGS, we try to work with 
government officials, but especially with Civil Society Organizations:  

1. Non-governmental organizations,  
2. academic institutions,  
3. corporations,  
4. the media and  
5. religious institutions.  

 
1- Workshop in Amman, Jordan, on July 3-4, 2011 on the role of religion in 

combating trafficking in persons.  

− The President of the Islamic University, Dr. Adel Nasser, a very widely 
respected Imam in the region, spoke at the conference and issued a 
fatwa condemning trafficking in the region.  

− For those of you familiar with Sharia, this is a very powerful 
statement. 

2- November 7, 2011, her in Washington DC, we are organizing our Annual  
Symposium on Trafficking 

− Role of civil society in combating trafficking 

− and we will have one panel for each element of civil society 

− Keynote speaker, Ms. Beathe-Jeanette Lunde, Executive Vice 
President HR of the Carlton group – Carlton – Child Sex Tourism . 

− Open to the public / Come / Lunch at 1pm.  

So, this is just a brief overview of some of the projects we do at The Protection 
Project to raise awareness on trafficking.  

Anyway, I think by this point I have well exceeded my time so I’ll STOP HERE and, 
if you have any questions or want to know more, feel free to ask now or after the 
panel!  Thank you! 


