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Remarks of Dr. Mohamed Y. Mattar 

 

Session I: Foundational Elements of Successful Clinics: Legal Ethics, Clinical 

Methodologies, Curricula and Emerging Models 

 

On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of 

Advanced International Studies, I would like to welcome our distinguished guests to 

the Second Regional Conference on Clinical Legal Education. 

 

Allow me first to recognize and thank my two partners, Dr. Hasin Akhour, the Dean 

of Qatar University, College of Law and a friend of The Protection Project.   

 

Last time we met was in the United States during the annual meeting of the American 

Association of Law Schools.  

 

I was also happy to attend the Comparative Law Conference that the Dean organized 

here in Qatar. 

My other partner is Mariam Ibrahim Al-Maliki, the captain of the ship and the pilot of 

the plane and the most recognized figure in the Arab world in the anti-trafficking 

movement.   

 

Last time we met was during the Arab Initiative to Combat Human Trafficking, which 

Mrs. Mariam organized here in Qatar. 
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And I have to say the Initiative is working.  

 

A few days ago, Kuwait became the 14th Arab country that passed a comprehensive 

law on Human Trafficking.  

But, our issue is clinics.  A very special issue to me to the extent that last year, I 

convinced my school, the School of Advanced International Studies, to establish the 

first International Human Rights Clinic. 

 

And every semester, we address an issue.  My first was a model law on the rights of 

the elderly and the rights of the vulnerable population. 

 

My second was on corporate social responsibility. Every student was responsible for 

five corporations, asking them, “Do you have a Code of Conduct?” 

 

And this semester, some of my students will be in the Philippines and some will be in 

Kuwait, exploring the relationship between source and host countries in protecting 

domestic workers. 

 

That brings me to our work here in the Middle East.  

 

I am happy to report to you that our clinics in Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman – which 

were established for the first time – are working on drafting model laws on the rights 

of domestic workers in accordance with ILO Convention No. 189, On Decent Work 

for Domestic Workers.   
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I am happy that with us is an expert from ILO to help us understand the philosophy 

behind 189 – how can we make domestic work like any type of work? 

 

I am also very pleased that with us are representatives from different law clinics from 

different universities, including Mufid University in Iran, Qatar University, Kuwait 

University, and Sultan Qaboos University in the Gulf Region. 

 

Beirut Arab University just established a clinic. Let me send an email to the President 

of the University: “Mr. President, we are very proud in the Arab World of all the good 

work that you have been doing in Beirut Arab University.” 
 

Also with us, a number of law clinics from Jordan and Palestine. 
 

And of course, I did not fail to invite clinics from my own country, Egypt. Allow me 

to recognize the clinics in Alexandria University, Menoufia University, Helwan 

University, Assiut University, Ain Shams University, and Zagazig University.  

 

• This time, in this regional conference, we are not going to be listening to speeches 

or presentations. The conference is designed to listen to every one of you and 

answer questions that we have in the agenda as discussion topics. This includes:  

• the mission and objectives of legal clinics and the type of cases handled by clinics;  

• the profile of clients of the clinic and the nature of assistance provided;  

• various community outreach strategies, case selection schemes, and cooperative 

efforts with NGOs;  

• clinic accreditation schemes; methodologies for student selection, training, and 

evaluation;  
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• the level and nature of clinical instructor engagement and the clinical curriculum 

utilized;  

• and finally, illustrative success stories and case studies of cases handled.   

 

I would also like all of us to think about three other types of clinics: business clinics, 

health law clinics, and clinics that are devoted to issues of Islamic law.  

 

• Many business school clinics are established to provide legal assistance to 

business students that are starting a new business. Some clinics offer an 

exchange between business students and law students, where both parties 

benefit from helping each other. Therefore, clinics are typically made up by 

both law and business students. The clinics allow the students to engage in 

transactional lawyering, and the first goal is to provide students with practical 

experience and exposure to operating businesses. 

 

• Health Law Clinics work to increase access to healthcare for vulnerable 

populations, particularly low-income people with chronic illness, as well as to 

support legal, regulatory, and policy structures.  

 

• Legal clinics that are devoted to issues of Islamic Law may provide services to 
the community in several ways. 

One: providing information on the basic tenets of Islamic Law.  Sources, 
doctrines, schools of jurisprudence, etc.  

Two: explaining debatable issues that may be subject to controversy in courts.  
Such as mahr, arranged marriages, unilateral divorce, child custody, etc. 

Three: offering interpretation of Islamic law when it is the applicable law 
chosen by the parties in contractual relationship.  
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Four: Providing services to the Islamic community when a Muslim would like 
to file a lawsuit or when a Muslim is subject to a lawsuit. 

Five:  Participating in projects that are of interest to the community and 
offering alternatives or comparative models to initiatives, programs, projects, or 
services provided by a typical law clinic. 

 

To help us understand all of these issues and types of clinics are four very 

distinguished clinical professors that have been working with us:  

 

• David McQuoid-Mason, from South Africa 

• Catherine Klein, from the USA 

• Bruce Lasky, from Thailand 

• And Ulrich Stege, from Italy 

 

This conference has a very specific objective. And that is connecting. We are here 

today to establish the Middle East Regional Network of Law Clinics.  

 

Two forms that I would like all of us to fill: A Membership Form, and an MOU 

Form. Why? Because we want to stay in touch. We want to help eachother. We want 

work together and the only way to do that, is through one entity and that is the 

Middle East Regional Network of Law Clinics. 

 

And today and tomorrow, we are starting this collective work.  

 

Dr. Fayez Mohamed, who is really my friend, prepared for us Rules of Accreditation 

that we want to discuss and approve.  And then, travel together with the Association 
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of Arab Universities and offer accreditation to all these law clinics that are represented 

here. 

 

We also have a project that we are working on with the World Bank. And that is a 

survey on law. Business, and women.  

 

Anyway, we have a lot of work ahead of us. With this talented group of law professors 

and legal scholars, I have no doubt that this Conference will be a big success.  
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