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On behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies, I would like to welcome our distinguished guests to 
this Ambassadors’ Luncheon which we are devoting to a discussion of: 
 
The 2013 United States State Department Trafficking In Persons Report. 
 
We are happy to once again be in the company of Ambassador Luis C. de Baca to 
present a Review of the TIP Report. 
 
We started this review process seven years ago, back in 2006 when the TIP Report 
was 292 pages long. This year, the Report is 416 pages long and it has an important 
number for us. 
 
46,570. This is the number of victims that have been identified in 2012 out of the 
millions that have been trafficked all over the world.  
 
As you all know, the UN Protocol on Trafficking was silent as to the issue of 
identification of victims.  
 
Hardly any national law – even among the 80 countries which have comprehensive 
anti-trafficking statutes – makes any reference to victim identification.  
 
And this is why I applaud the 2013 TIP Report emphasis on this issue.  
 
There are very significant numbers on related issues.  
 
One is the principle of non-punishment. The Report tells us that in at least 55 
countries law enforcement officials routinely arrest, detain, and penalize trafficking 
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victims for crimes committed as a direct result of being trafficked, such as prostitution 
or work without a permit.  
 
A second is the right to a residency status. The Report tells us that at least 50 
countries do not offer any residency status for victims of trafficking. 
 
Also alarming is the reference to child labor in 151 of the 188 countries included in 
the Report.  
 
And the reference to trafficking for the purpose of domestic work in 136 of the 188 
countries included in the Report.  
 
That’s why, Mr. Ambassador, I was encouraged by the regulation that just passed this 
week by Saudi Arabia on the rights of domestic workers. It is the first in all of the 
Gulf States.  
 
The Report has a lot of best practices that we should all share and make use of. Let 
me mention one or two because I know that you are all here to listen to the 
Ambassador and not me.  
 
I like the TIP Report’s reference to incorporating human trafficking in the academic 
curriculum in France for all tourism students who must take coursework on 
preventing child sex tourism. 
 
I like the TIP Report’s reference to the policy of the government in Kosovo in 
providing tax incentives to businesses that employ victims of trafficking.  
 
I like the TIP Report’s reference to the governments of Kuwait and Qatar in 
encouraging mosques to deliver Friday sermons on the danger of sex trafficking 
abroad and Islam’s strict teachings against improper sexual relations.  
 
Happy Ramadan and with this positive note, I will move the microphone to the policy 
maker, the diplomatic envoy, the leader, the senior advisor to the Secretary of State, 
the Director of the State Department Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons, and the friend of The Protection Project.  
 
Please help me welcome Ambassador Luis C. de Baca.  


