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Life is a God-given gift and the right to 
life is guaranteed to every human being. 
It is the duty of individuals, societies and 
the state to protect this right from any 
violation, and it is prohibited to take away 
life except for a Shari’a prescribed reason 
(Cairo Declaration).

“And whoever kills a believer 
intentionally, his punishment is hell; he 
shall abide in it, and Allah will send His 
wrath on him and curse him and prepare 
for him a painful chastisement” (4:93). 

“Whoever slays a soul, unless it be for 
manslaughter or for mischief in the land, 
it is as though he slew all men; and 
whoever keeps it alive, it is as though he 
kept alive all men” (5:32).

Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and 
security of person (Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, 3).

“And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one 
another). Surely, God is Most Merciful to 
you” (4:29).

The preservation of human life throughout 
the term of time willed by God is a duty 
prescribed by Shari’a (Cairo Declaration).

Every human being has the inherent right 
to life. This right shall be protected by 
law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived 
of his life (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
5:1-2).

“The first thing that will be decided 
among people on the Day of Judgment 
will pertain to bloodshed” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“Every sin could be forgiven by Allah 
except the deliberate killing of a believer 
or when a man dies in the state of being a 
kafir” (Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“The decline of this world, in the sight 
of Allah, is easier than the killing of a 
believer without any legal justification” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“One who kills a man under covenant 
will not even smell the fragrance of 
Paradise”(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“A believer continues to guard his Faith 
(and thus hopes for God’s Mercy) so 
long as he does not shed blood unjustly” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

1 
Right to Life
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2
Right to be 
Protected 

From Torture 
and Other 

Cruel, 
Inhuman, or 

Degrading 
Treatment

Safety from bodily harm is a guaranteed 
right. It is the duty of the state to 
safeguard it, and it is prohibited to 
breach it without a Shari’a prescribed 
reason (Cairo Declaration).

No one shall be subject to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
of punishment (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 5).

No one shall be subjected to physical 
or psychological torture or to cruel, 
degrading, humiliating or inhuman 
treatment. Each State party shall protect 
every individual subject to its jurisdiction 
from such practices and shall take 
effective measures to prevent them. The 
commission of, or participation in, such 
acts shall be regarded as crimes that are 
punishable by law and not subject to any 
statute of limitations. Each State party 
shall guarantee in its legal system redress 
for any victim of torture and the right to 
rehabilitation and compensation (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 8:1&2).

“Fight in the way of Allah with those who 
fight with you, and do not exceed the 
limits, surely Allah does not love those 
who exceed the limits” (2:190).

It is not permitted without legitimate 
reason to arrest an individual, or restrict 
his freedom, to exile or to punish him. 
It is not permitted to subject him to 
physical or psychological torture or 
to any form of humiliation, cruelty or 
indignity. Nor is it permitted to subject 
an individual to medical or scientific 
experimentation without his consent 
or at the risk of his health or of his 
life. Nor is it permitted to promulgate 
emergency laws that would provide 
executive authority for such actions (Cairo 
Declaration).

No one shall be subjected to medical or 
scientific experimentation or to the use 
of his organs without his free consent 
and full awareness of the consequences 
and provided that ethical, humanitarian 
and professional rules are followed and 
medical procedures are observed to 
ensure his personal safety pursuant to the 
relevant domestic laws in force in each 
State party. Trafficking in human organs 
is prohibited in all circumstances (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 9:1).

“Visit the ill, feed the hungry, and release 
the slaves” (Prophet Muhammad PBUH).



“Allah will torture those who torture 
people in life” (Prophet Muhammad 
PBUH).

“Those who flog people undeservedly 
will be punished in doomsday” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“Treat the prisoners in good way” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“Repel evil with that which is better. We 
are Best-Acquainted with the things they 
utter” (23:96). 

“The recompense for an evil is an evil like 
thereof, but whoever forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward is due from 
God. Verily, He likes not the oppressors/
wrong-doers” (42:40).

“No bearer of burdens shall be made to 
bear the burden of another” (6:164).
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3
Right to 

Liberty and 
Security  

of Person

Human beings are born free, and no 
one has the right to enslave, humiliate, 
oppress or exploit them, and there can be 
no subjugation but to God the Most-High 
(Cairo Declaration).

All forms of slavery and trafficking in 
human beings are prohibited and are 
punishable by law. No one shall be 
held in slavery and servitude under any 
circumstances (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 10:1).

“There are three categories of people 
against whom I shall myself be a plaintiff 
on the Day of Judgment. Of these three, 
one is he who enslaves a free man, then 
sells him and eats this money” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH). 

Everyone shall have the right to live in 
security for himself, his religion, his 
dependents, his honour and his property 
(Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has the right to liberty and 
security of person. No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest, search or 
detention without a legal warrant (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 14:1).

Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and 
security of person (Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 3).
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Every man shall have the right, within the 
framework of Shari’a, to free movement 
and to select his place of residence 
whether inside or outside his country 
and if persecuted, is entitled to seek 
asylum in another country. The country 
of refuge shall ensure his protection 
until he reaches safety, unless asylum is 
motivated by an act which Shari’a regards 
as a crime (Cairo Declaration).

“It is He who made the Earth submit to 
you, so traverse its surface and eat of its 
sustenance and to Him is your return” 
(67:15).

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence within borders 
of each state. Everyone has the right to 
leave any country, including his own, 
and to return to his country (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 13:1 & 2).

Everyone lawfully within the territory of 
a State party shall, within that territory, 
have the right to freedom of movement 
and to freely choose his residence in any 
part of that territory in conformity with 
the laws in force (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 26:1).

“One who abandons his home for the 
cause of God will find many places of 
refuge in the vast land and one who dies, 
after having abandoned his home to get 
near to God and His Messenger, will 
receive his reward from God. God is All-
forgiving and All-merciful” (4:100).

Regarding highway safety (which allows 
for the freedom of movement), Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) stated that the 
rights of the road are “lowering the gaze, 
abstaining from abuse, returning the 
greeting of peace, enjoining what is right, 
and forbidding what is wrong”.

4
Right to 

Freedom of 
Movement
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All human beings form one family whose 
members are united by submission to 
God and descent from Adam. All men are 
equal in terms of basic human dignity 
and basic obligations and responsibilities, 
without any discrimination on the grounds 
of race, colour, language, sex, religious 
belief, political affiliation, social status 
or other considerations. True faith is the 
guarantee for enhancing such dignity 
along the path to human perfection (Cairo 
Declaration).

Woman is equal to man in human dignity, 
and has rights to enjoy as well as duties 
to perform; she has her own civil entity 
and financial independence, and the right 
to retain her name and lineage (Cairo 
Declaration).

All human beings are God’s subjects, and 
the most loved by Him are those who are 
most useful to the rest of His subjects, 
and no one has superiority over another 
except on the basis of piety and good 
deeds (Cairo Declaration). 

“Indeed the noblest among you before God 
are the most heedful of you” (49:13).

Men and women are equal in respect of 
human dignity, rights and obligations 
within the framework of the positive 
discrimination established in favour of 
women by the Islamic Shariah, other 
divine laws and by applicable laws 
and legal instruments. Accordingly, 
each State party pledges to take all 
the requisite measures to guarantee 
equal opportunities and effective 
equality between men and women in the 
enjoyment of all the rights set out in  
this Charter (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 3:3).

All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination 
to equal protection of the law. All are 
entitled to equal protection against 
any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement 
to such discrimination (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 7).

All persons are equal before the law and 
have the right to enjoy its protection 
without discrimination (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 11:1).

All individuals are equal before the law, 
without distinction between the ruler and 
the ruled (Cairo Declaration).

5
Right to 
Equality



“O people, we created you from the 
same male and female, and rendered you 
distinct peoples and tribes, that you may 
recognize one another” (49:13).

“The life and blood of Muslims are 
equally precious” (Prophet Muhammad 
PBUH).

“Women are men’s partners” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“No Arab has any superiority over a 
non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any 
superiority over an Arab. Nor does a white 
man have any superiority over a black 
man or the black man any superiority 
over the white man, except by piety and 
good action. You are all the children of 
Adam and Adam was created from clay” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“So their Lord accepted their prayers 
saying, ‘I do not neglect anyone’s labor 
whether the laborer be male or female. 
You are all related to one another’.” 
(3:195).

“O people! be careful of (your duty to) 
your Lord, Who created you from a single 
being and created its mate of the same 
(kind)” (4:1).

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, such 
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other 
status. Furthermore, no distinction shall 
be made on the basis of the political, 
jurisdictional or international status of 
the country or territory to which a person 
belongs, whether it be independent, 
trust, non-self-governing or under any 
other limitation of sovereignty (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 2).

To the opportunity to gain access, on an 
equal footing with others, to public office 
in his country in accordance with the 
principle of equality of opportunity (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 24:4).

Each State party to the present Charter 
undertakes to ensure to all individuals 
subject to its jurisdiction the right to 
enjoy the rights and freedoms set forth 
herein, without distinction on grounds 
of race, colour, sex, language, religious 
belief, opinion, thought, national or social 
origin, wealth, birth or physical or mental 
disability (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
3:1).
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Islam is the religion of unspoiled nature. 
It is prohibited to exercise any form of 
compulsion on man or to exploit his 
poverty or ignorance in order to convert 
him to another religion or to atheism 
(Cairo Declaration).

Persons belonging to minorities shall not 
be denied the right to enjoy their own 
culture, to use their own language and to 
practice their own religion. The exercise 
of these rights shall be governed by law 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 25).

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion and 
no restrictions may be imposed on the 
exercise of such freedoms except as 
provided for by law (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 30:1).

The present Charter guarantees the right 
to information and to freedom of opinion 
and expression, as well as the right to 
seek, receive and impart information and 
ideas through any medium, regardless of 
geographical boundaries (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 32:1).

The freedom to manifest one’s religion 
or beliefs or to perform religious 
observances, either alone or in 
community with others, shall be subject 
only to such limitations as are prescribed 
by law and are necessary in a tolerant 
society that respects human rights and 
freedoms for the protection of public 
safety, public order, public health or 
morals or the fundamental rights and 
freedoms of others (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 30:2).

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion; this 
right includes freedom to change his 
religion or belief, and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others and in 
public or private, to manifest his religion 
or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 18).

“There is no compulsion in religion” 
(2:256).

6
Right to 

Freedom of 
Thought, 

Conscience, 
and Religion



“O disbelievers, I do not worship what 
you worship. Nor are you worshippers of 
what I worship. Nor will I be a worshipper 
of what you worship. Nor will you be 
worshippers of what I worship. For you is 
your religion, and for me is my religion” 
(109:1-6).

“Now truth (i.e. the Qur’an and Prophet 
Muhammad), has come to you from your 
Lord. So whosoever receives guidance, he 
does so for the good of his own self, and 
whosoever goes astray, he does so to his 
own loss, and I am not (set) over you as a 
Wakil (disposer of affairs to oblige you for 
guidance)” (10:108).

“Do not argue with the People of the 
Book except only by the best manner, 
except the unjust among them. Tell them, 
‘We believe in what is revealed to us and 
to you. Our Lord and your Lord is one. We 
have submitted ourselves to His will’.” 
(29:46).

“Say ‘Each one does according to his 
religion (or way) your Lord knows best of 
him whose path is right’ (17:84).

Regarding followers of religion who are 
not considered People of the Scriptures, 
the Qur’an states “do not abuse those 
whom they call upon besides [God], lest 
exceeding the limits they should abuse 
[God] out of ignorance” (6:108).

“One who kills a man under covenant will 
not even smell the fragrance of Paradise” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“Say (to the polytheists) ‘You will not be 
asked about our sins, nor shall we be 
asked of what you do.’ Say: ‘Our Lord 
will assemble us all together (on the 
day of Resurrection), then He will judge 
between us with truth. And He is the 
(Most Trustworthy) All Knowing Judge’” 
(34:25-26).

“If Allah had so willed, I should not have 
recited it to you nor would He have made 
it known to you. Verily, I have stayed 
amongst you a life time before this. Have 
you then no sense?” (10:16).

“And if they belie you, say ‘For me are my 
deeds and for you are your deeds! You are 
innocent of what I do, and I am innocent 
of what you do’” (10:41).
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Everyone shall have the right to express 
his opinion freely in such manner as 
would not be contrary to the principles of 
the Shari’a (Cairo Declaration).

The present Charter guarantees the right 
to information and to freedom of opinion 
and expression, as well as the right to 
seek, receive and impart information and 
ideas through any medium, regardless of 
geographical boundaries (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 32).

“[The faithful] enjoin what is proper and 
forbid what is improper” (9:71).

The concept of freedom of expression is 
valued in Islam; however, there are also 
limitations when it comes to freedom 
of expression, as it is not permissible to 
abuse this right to taint someone’s honor 
or incite any form of hatred.

Everyone shall have the right to advocate 
what is right, and propagate what is good, 
and warn against what is wrong and evil 
according to the norms of Islamic Shari’a 
(Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expressions; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through 
any media and regardless of the frontiers 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
19).

“The best jihad is to speak the truth 
in front of an unjust king” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

7
Right to 

Freedom of 
Expression



Human Rights in Islam  |  13

Every citizen has the right: 

To freely form and join associations with 
others.

To freedom of association and peaceful 
assembly (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
24:5 & 6).

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and association. No 
one may be compelled to belong to an 
association (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 20: 1& 2).

“Let there be a community among you 
who will invite (people) to (do) good, 
command what is proper and forbid what 
is improper” (3:104).

8
Right to 

Freedom of 
Assembly and 
Association
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The family is the foundation of society, 
and marriage is the basis of its formation. 
Men and women have the right to 
marriage, and no restrictions stemming 
from race, colour or nationality shall 
prevent them from enjoying this right 
(Cairo Declaration).

The States parties shall take appropriate 
measures in all domains to ensure 
partnership between men and women 
with a view to achieving national 
development goals (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 41:3).

Society and the State shall remove all 
obstacles to marriage and shall facilitate 
marital procedure. They shall ensure 
family protection and welfare (Cairo 
Declaration).

Men and women of full age, without 
any limitation due to race, nationality or 
religion, have the right to marry and to 
found a family. They are entitled to equal 
rights as to marriage, during marriage 
and at its dissolution. Marriage shall be 
entered into only with the free and full 
consent of the intending spouses.  The 
family is the natural and fundamental 
group unit of society and is entitled 
to protection by society and the State 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
16: 1-3).

The family is the natural and fundamental 
group unit of society; it is based on 
marriage between a man and a woman. Men 
and women of marrying age have the right 
to marry and to found a family according 
to the rules and conditions of marriage. No 
marriage can take place without the full 
and free consent of both parties. The laws 
in force regulate the rights and duties of 
the man and woman as to marriage, during 
marriage and at its dissolution (Arab Charter 
on Human Rights 33:1).

The State and society shall ensure the 
protection of the family, the strengthening 
of family ties, the protection of its members 
and the prohibition of all forms of violence 
or abuse in the relations among its 
members, and particularly against women 
and children. They shall also ensure the 
necessary protection and care for mothers, 
children, older persons and persons 
with special needs and shall provide 
adolescents and young persons with the 
best opportunities for physical and mental 
development. (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 33:2).

“Whoever among you has the ability should 
marry, for it restrains the eyes and protects 
chastity” (Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“And one of His signs is that He created 
mates for you from yourselves that you may 
find rest in them, and He put between you 
love and compassion” (30:21).

9
Right to 
Found a 

Family
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It is not permitted to arouse nationalistic 
or doctrinal hatred or to do anything that 
may be an incitement to any form of 
racial discrimination (Cairo Declaration).

The Quran condemns that the Pharaoh 
“had divided his people into different 
classes … and he suppressed one group 
of them (at the cost of others)” (28:4).

The States parties to the present Charter 
shall take the requisite measures to 
guarantee effective equality in the 
enjoyment of all the rights and freedoms 
enshrined in the present Charter in order 
to ensure protection against all forms 
of discrimination based on any of the 
grounds mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph (Arab Charter on Human  
Rights 3:2).

All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination 
to equal protection of the law. All are 
entitled to equal protection against 
any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement 
to such discrimination (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 7).

10
Right to 

Protection 
from 

Discrimination
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Every man shall have the right, within the 
framework of Shari’a, to free movement 
and to select his place of residence 
whether inside or outside his country 
and if persecuted, is entitled to seek 
asylum in another country. The country 
of refuge shall ensure his protection 
until he reaches safety, unless asylum is 
motivated by an act which Shari’a regards 
as a crime (Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has the right to seek political 
asylum in another country in order to 
escape persecution. This right may not be 
invoked by persons facing prosecution for 
an offence under ordinary law. Political 
refugees may not be extradited (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 28).

Everyone has the right to seek and to 
enjoy in other countries asylum from 
persecution. This right may not be 
invoked in the case of prosecutions 
genuinely arising from non-political 
crimes or from acts contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations (Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 14: 1 & 2).

“Verily! As for those whom the angels 
take (in death) while they are wronging 
themselves (as they stayed among the 
disbelievers even though emigration was 
obligatory for them), they (angels) say (to 
them): “In what (condition) were you?” 
They reply: “We were weak and oppressed 
on earth.” They (angels) say: “Was not 
the earth of Allah spacious enough for 
you to emigrate therein?” Such men will 
find their abode in Hell—What an evil 
destination!” (4:97).

11
Right to 

Asylum
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A private residence is inviolable in all 
cases. It will not be entered without 
permission from its inhabitants or in 
any unlawful manner, nor shall it be 
demolished or confiscated and its 
dwellers evicted (Cairo Declaration, 
1990).

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks 
upon his honour and reputation. Everyone 
has the right to the protection of the 
law against such interference or attacks 
(Universal Declaration of Human  
Rights 12).

“It is not piety/righteousness that you 
enter the houses from the back but piety/
righteousness (is the quality of the one) 
who fears God. So enter houses through 
their proper doors, and fear God that you 
may be successful” (2:189).

Everyone shall have the right to privacy 
in the conduct of his private affairs, in 
his home, among his family, with regard 
to his property and his relationships. lt 
is not permitted to spy on him, to place 
him under surveillance or to besmirch 
his good name. The State shall protect 
him from arbitrary interference (Cairo 
Declaration).

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or 
unlawful interference with regard to his 
privacy, family, home or correspondence, 
nor to unlawful attacks on his honour or 
his reputation (Arab Charter of Human 
Rights 21).

“Do not spy on one another” (49:12).

“Do not enter any houses except your 
own homes unless you are sure of their 
occupants’ consent” (24:27).

12
Right to 

Privacy
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13
Right to Self-

Determination

Colonialism of all types being one of 
the most evil forms of enslavement is 
totally prohibited. Peoples suffering 
from colonialism have the full right to 
freedom and self-determination. It is the 
duty of all States and peoples to support 
the struggle of colonized peoples for the 
liquidation of all forms of colonialism 
and occupation, and all States and 
peoples have the right to preserve their 
independent identity and exercise control 
over their wealth and natural resources 
(Cairo Declaration).

To take part in the conduct of public 
affairs, directly or through freely chosen 
representatives (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 24:2).

To freely pursue a political activity (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 24:1).

To stand for election or choose his 
representatives in free and impartial 
elections, in conditions of equality 
among all citizens that guarantee the free 
expression of his will (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 24:3).
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Everyone shall have the right to own 
property acquired in a legitimate way, 
and shall be entitled to the rights 
of ownership without prejudice to 
oneself, others or to society in general. 
Expropriation is not permissible except 
for the requirements of public interest 
and upon payment of immediate and fair 
compensation (Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has a guaranteed right to own 
private property, and shall not under any 
circumstances be arbitrarily or unlawfully 
divested of all or any part of his property 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 31).

“Unto men belongs a share of that which 
parent and near kindred leave, and unto 
women a share of that which parents and 
near kindred leave, whether it be a little 
or much—a determinate share” (4:7).

Confiscation and seizure of property is 
prohibited except for a necessity dictated 
by law (Cairo Declaration, 1990).

Everyone has the right to own property 
alone as well as in association with others. 
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
property (Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 17: 1 & 2).

“Do not devour one another’s wealth by 
false and illegal means” (2:188).

“Come not near to the orphan’s 
property, except to improve it until he 
or she attains the age of full strength 
(maturity)…” (6:152; 17:34).
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Work is a right guaranteed by the State 
and Society for each person able to 
work. Everyone shall be free to choose 
the work that suits him best and which 
serves his interests and those of society. 
The employee shall have the right to 
safety and security as well as to all other 
social guarantees. He may neither be 
assigned work beyond his capacity nor be 
subjected to compulsion or exploited or 
harmed in any way. He shall be entitled 
without any discrimination between males 
and females—to fair wages for his work 
without delay, as well as to the holidays 
allowances and promotions which he 
deserves. For his part, he shall be 
required to be dedicated and meticulous 
in his work. Should workers and 
employers disagree on any matter, the 
State shall intervene to settle the dispute 
and have the grievances redressed, the 
rights confirmed and justice enforced 
without bias (Cairo Declaration).

The right to work is a natural right of 
every citizen. The State shall endeavor 
to provide, to the extent possible, a job 
for the largest number of those willing 
to work, while ensuring production, 
the freedom to choose one’s work 
and equality of opportunity without 
discrimination of any kind on grounds 
of race, colour, sex, religion, language, 
political opinion, membership in a union, 
national origin, social origin, disability 
or any other situation (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 34:1).

Every worker has the right to the 
enjoyment of just and favourable 
conditions of work which ensure 
appropriate remuneration to meet his 
essential needs and those of his family 
and regulate working hours, rest and 
holidays with pay, as well as the rules for 
the preservation of occupational health 
and safety and the protection of women, 
children and disabled persons in the 
place of work (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 34:2).

Exceptions: The States parties recognize 
the right of the child to be protected from 
economic exploitation and from being 
forced to perform any work that is likely 
to be hazardous or to interfere with the 
child’s education or to be harmful to 
the child’s health or physical, mental, 
spiritual, moral or social development. 
To this end, and having regard to the 
relevant provisions of other international 
instruments, States parties shall in 
particular:

a. Define a minimum age for admission 
to employment

b. Establish appropriate regulation of 
working hours and conditions

c. Establish appropriate penalties or 
other sanctions to ensure the effective 
endorsement of these provisions.
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 34:3)
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Everyone has the right to work, to free 
choice of employment, to just and 
favourable conditions of work and to 
protection against unemployment.

Everyone, without any discrimination, has 
the right to equal pay for equal work.

Everyone who works has the right to just 
and favourable remuneration ensuring for 
himself and his family an existence worthy 
of human dignity, and supplemented, 
if necessary, by other means of social 
protection

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
23: 1-3).

“Seeking God’s bounty” is equivalent to 
“earning a living”:

a. “Your Lord is He who drives the ship 
for you through the sea, in order that 
you may seek of His Bounty” (17:66).

b. “He has put for you night and day, 
that you may rest therein (at night) 
and that you may seek of His Bounty 
(during the day)” (28:73).

c. “There is no sin on you if you 
seek the Bounty of your Lord (during 
pilgrimage by trading etc.)” (2:198).

d. “Then when the (Jumu’ah) Salat is 
finished, you may disperse through the 
land, and seek the Bounty of Allah (by 
working, etc.), and remember Allah 
much, that you may be successful” 
(62:10). 
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Every individual has the right to freely 
form trade unions or to join trade unions 
and to freely pursue trade union activity 
for the protection of his interests (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 35:1).

Everyone has the right to form and to 
join trade unions for the protection of his 
interests (Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 23:4).

Exceptions: 

No restrictions shall be placed on the 
exercise of these rights and freedoms 
except such as are prescribed by the 
laws in force and that are necessary for 
the maintenance of national security, 
public safety or order or for the 
protection of public health or morals or 
the rights and freedoms of others (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 35:2).

Every State party to the present Charter 
guarantees the right to strike within the 
limits laid down by the laws in force 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 35:3).
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Everyone shall have the right to legitimate 
gains without monopolization, deceit 
or harm to oneself or to others. Usury 
(riba) is absolutely prohibited (Cairo 
Declaration).

Everyone shall have the right to live in a 
clean environment, away from vice and 
moral corruption, an environment that 
would foster his self-development and it 
is incumbent upon the State and Society 
in general to afford that right (Cairo 
Declaration).

Everyone has the right to a standard 
of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in 
the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances  
beyond his control.  
 
Motherhood and childhood are entitled to 
special care and assistance. All children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, 
shall enjoy the same social protection 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
25: 1 & 2).

The State shall ensure the right of the 
individual to a decent living which will 
enable him to meet all his requirements 
and those of his dependents, including 
food, clothing, housing, education, 
medical care and all other basic needs 
(Cairo Declaration).

Every person has the right to an adequate 
standard of living for himself and his 
family, which ensures their wellbeing and 
a decent life, including food, clothing, 
housing, services and the right to a 
healthy environment. The State parties 
shall take the necessary measures 
commensurate with their resources to 
guarantee these rights (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 38).

“And in their wealth [they have an] 
acknowledged right [to] the need[y] and 
destitute” (51:19).

“The Head of the state is the guardian 
of him, who has nobody to support him” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).
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18
Right to 

Education

As of the moment or birth, every child has 
rights due from the parents, society and 
the state to be accorded proper nursing, 
education and material, hygienic and 
moral care. Both the fetus and the mother 
must be protected and accorded special 
care (Cairo Declaration).

The quest for knowledge is an obligation 
and the provision of education is a duty 
for society and the State. The State shall 
ensure the availability of ways and means 
to acquire education and shall guarantee 
educational diversity in the interest 
of society so as to enable men to be 
acquainted with the religion of Islam and 
the facts of the Universe for the benefit of 
mankind (Cairo Declaration).

Parents and those in such like capacity 
have the right to choose the type of 
education they desire for their children, 
provided they take into consideration 
the interest and future of the children in 
accordance with ethical values and the 
principles of Shari’a (Cairo Declaration).

Information is a vital necessity to society. 
It may not be exploited or misused in 
such a way as may violate sanctities and 
the dignity of Prophets, undermine moral 
and ethical values or disintegrate, corrupt 
or harm society or weaken its faith (Cairo 
Declaration).

Everyone has the right to education. 
Education shall be free, at least in 
the elementary and fundamental 
stages. Elementary education shall be 
compulsory. Technical and professional 
education shall be made generally 
available and higher education shall be 
equally accessible to all on the basis of 
merit.

Education shall be directed to the full 
development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
It shall promote understanding, tolerance 
and friendship among all nations, racial 
or religious groups, and shall further the 
activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace.

Parents have a prior right to choose the 
kind of education that shall be given to 
their children.

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
26: 1-3)

Every human being has the right to 
receive both religious and worldly 
education from the various institutions 
of, education and guidance, including 
the family, the school, the university, the 
media, etc., and in such an integrated 
and balanced manner as to develop his 
personality, strengthen his faith in God 
and promote his respect for and defense 
of both rights and obligations (Cairo 
Declaration).



The eradication of illiteracy is a binding 
obligation upon the State and everyone 
has the right to education (Arab Charter 
on Human Rights 41:1).

The States parties shall guarantee their 
citizens free education at least throughout 
the primary and basic levels. All forms 
and levels of primary education shall be 
compulsory and accessible to all without 
discrimination of any kind (Arab Charter 
on Human Rights 41:2).

The States parties shall guarantee to 
provide education directed to the full 
development of the human person and to 
strengthening respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. (Arab Charter 
on Human Rights 41:4)

The States parties shall endeavour to 
incorporate the principles of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms into formal 
and informal education curricula and 
educational and training programmes. 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 41:5)

The States parties shall guarantee 
the establishment of the mechanisms 
necessary to provide ongoing education 
for every citizen and shall develop 
national plans for adult education. (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 41:6)

“A father gives his child nothing better 
than a good education” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“A mother is a school. If she is educated, 
then a whole people are educated” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“God makes way to Paradise easy for 
him who treads the path in search of 
knowledge” (Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“He who follows a path in quest of 
knowledge, God will make the path 
of Paradise easy to him” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

The first word revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad was “read”, emphasizing the 
importance of reading and learning.

“God will raise the position of the 
believers and of those who have received 
knowledge” (58:11).

“And of men and beasts and cattle are 
various species of it likewise; those of 
His servants only who are possessed of 
knowledge fear Allah; surely Allah is 
Mighty, Forgiving” (35:28).

“And say: ‘My Lord! Increase me in 
knowledge” (20:114).

“…Say ‘are those who know equal to 
those who know not?’ It is only those who 
are endured with understanding that will 
take heed” (39:9).
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As of the moment or birth, every child has 
rights due from the parents, society and 
the state to be accorded proper nursing, 
education and material, hygienic and 
moral care. Both the fetus and the mother 
must be protected and accorded special 
care (Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has the right to a standard 
of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in 
the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control (Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 25:1).

Everyone shall have the right to medical 
and social care, and to all public 
amenities provided by society and the 
State within the limits of their available 
resources (Cairo Declaration).

The States parties recognize the right of 
every member of society to the enjoyment 
of the highest attainable standard of 
physical and mental health and the right 
of the citizen to free basic health-care 
services and to have access to medical 
facilities without discrimination of any kind 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 39:1).

The measures taken by States parties 
shall include the following:

a. Development of basic health-care 
services and the guaranteeing of free 
and easy access to the centers which 
provide these services, regardless of 
geographical location or economic 
status.

b. Efforts to control disease by means 
of prevention and cure in order to 
reduce the mortality rate.

c. Promotion of health awareness and 
health education.

d. Suppression of traditional practices 
which are harmful to the health of the 
individual.

e. Provision of the basic nutrition and 
safe drinking water for all.

f. Combating environmental pollution 
and providing proper sanitation 
systems;

g. Combating drugs, psychotropic 
substances, smoking and substances 
that are damaging to health.

 (Arab Charter on Human Rights 39:2)
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20
Right to 

Intellectual 
Property

Everyone shall have the right to enjoy the 
fruits of his scientific, literary, artistic 
or technical production and the right to 
protect the moral and material interests 
stemming therefrom, provided that 
such production is not contrary to the 
principles of Shari’a (Cairo Declaration).

Everyone has the right to participate in 
cultural life, as well as the right to enjoy 
literary and artistic works and to be given 
opportunities to develop his artistic, 
intellectual and creative talents (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 36).

Everyone has the right freely to participate 
in the cultural life of the community, to 
enjoy the arts and to share in scientific 
advancement and its benefits.

Everyone has the right to the protection of 
the moral and material interests resulting 
from any scientific, literary or artistic 
production of which he is the author.

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
27:1 & 2)

“A Muslim’s wealth is forbidden for others 
to use without his permission” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).
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The right to resort to justice is guaranteed 
to everyone (Cairo Declaration).

All persons are equal before the courts 
and tribunals. The States parties shall 
guarantee the independence of the 
judiciary and protect magistrates against 
any interference, pressure or threats. 
They shall also guarantee every person 
subject to their jurisdiction the right to 
seek a legal remedy before courts of all 
levels (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
12:1).

A defendant is innocent until his guilt is 
proven in a fair trial in which he shall be 
given all the guarantees of defence (Cairo 
Declaration).

Everyone has the right to a fair trial that 
affords adequate guarantees before a 
competent, independent and impartial 
court that has been constituted by law to 
hear any criminal charge against him or 
to decide on his rights or his obligations. 
Each State party shall guarantee to those 
without the requisite financial resources 
legal aid to enable them to defend their 
rights (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
13:1).

Trials shall be public, except in 
exceptional cases that may be warranted 
by the interests of justice in a society 
that respects human freedoms and rights 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 13:2).

Everyone charged with a penal offence 
has the right to be presumed innocent 
until proved guilty according to law in a 
public trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence.

No one shall be held guilty of any penal 
offence on account of any act or omission 
which did not constitute a penal offence, 
under national or international law, at the 
time when it was committed. Nor shall a 
heavier penalty be imposed than the one 
that was applicable at the time the penal 
offence was committed.

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
11: 1 & 2)

“O you who believe! Be upright for Allah, 
bearers of witness with justice, and let 
not hatred of a people incite you not to 
act equitably; act equitably, that is nearer 
to piety, and be careful of (your duty to) 
Allah; surely Allah is Aware of what you 
do” (5:8).
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“God, the Exalted, and Glorious, said; 
‘O My slaves, I have prohibited injustice 
for Myself; and have made it unlawful for 
you, so do not be unjust to one another 
or oppress one another…” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“If two parties among the believers start 
to fight against each other, restore peace 
among them. If one party rebels against 
the other, fight against the rebellious 
one until he surrenders to the command 
of God. When he does so, restore peace 
among them with justice and equality; 
God loves those who maintain justice” 
(49:9).

“God does not forbid you to deal justly 
and kindly with those who fought not 
against you on account of religion and did 
not drive you out of your homes. Verily, 
God loves those who deal with equity” 
(60:8).

“In Islam, no one can be imprisoned 
except in pursuance of justice” (Caliph 
Umar Ibn el Khattab).

Everyone is entitled in full equality 
to a fair and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, 
in the determination of his rights and 
obligations and of any criminal charge 
against him (Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 10).

“Do not let your hatred of a people incite 
you to aggression” (5:2).

“Allah commands you to make over trusts 
to their owners and that when you judge 
between people you judge with justice; 
surely Allah admonishes you with what is 
excellent; surely Allah is Seeing, Hearing” 
(4:58).

“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for 
justice, as witnesses to God, even though 
it be against yourselves or your parents, 
or your kin, be he rich or poor, God is a 
Better Protector to both (than you). So 
follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest 
you may avoid justice, and if you distort 
your witness or refuse to give it, verily, 
God is Ever Well-Acquainted with what 
you do” (4:135).
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No one shall be deprived of-his liberty 
except on such grounds and in such 
circumstances as are determined by law 
and in accordance with such procedure 
as is established thereby (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 14:2).

All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination 
to equal protection of the law. All are 
entitled to equal protection against 
any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement 
to such discrimination (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 7).

Everyone has the right to an effective 
remedy by the competent national 
tribunals for acts violating the 
fundamental rights granted him by 
the constitution or by law (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 8).

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
arrest, detention or exile (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 9).

Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by 
arrest or detention shall have the right to 
request a medical examination and must 
be informed of that right (Arab Charter on 
Human Rights 14:4).

Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, 
at the time of arrest, in a language that 
he understands, of the reasons for his 
arrest and shall be promptly informed 
of any charges against him. He shall be 
entitled to contact his family members 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 14:3).

Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal 
charge shall be brought promptly before 
a judge or other officer authorized by law 
to exercise judicial power and shall be 
entitled to trial within a reasonable time 
or to release. His release may be subject 
to guarantees to appear for trial. Pre-trial 
detention shall in no case be the general 
rule (Arab Charter on Human Rights 
14:5).

Anyone who is deprived of his liberty 
by arrest or detention shall be entitled 
to petition a competent court in order 
that it may decide without delay on the 
lawfulness of his arrest or detention and 
order his release if the arrest or detention 
is unlawful (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 14:6).

Anyone who has been the victim of 
arbitrary or unlawful arrest or detention 
shall be entitled to compensation (Arab 
Charter on Human Rights 14:7).

22
Right to Due 

Process of 
Law



e. The right to examine or have his 
lawyer examine the prosecution 
witnesses and to defense, according 
to the conditions applied to the 
prosecution witnesses.

f. The right not to be compelled to 
testify against himself or to confess 
guilt.

g. The right, if convicted of the crime, 
to file an appeal in accordance with the 
law before a higher tribunal.

h. The right to respect for his security 
of person and his privacy in all 
circumstances.

(Arab Charter on Human Rights 6)

No crime and no penalty can be 
established without a prior provision of the 
law. In all circumstances, the law most 
favorable to the defendant shall be applied 
(Arab Charter on Human Rights 15).

Everyone charged with a criminal offence 
shall be presumed innocent until proven 
guilty by a final judgment rendered 
according to law and, in the course of the 
investigation and trial, he shall enjoy the 
following minimum guarantees:

a. The right to be informed promptly, 
in detail and in a language which he 
understands, of the charges against 
him.

b. The right to have adequate time 
and facilities for the preparation of 
his defense and to be allowed to 
communicate with his family.

c. The right to be tried in his presence 
before an ordinary court and to defend 
himself in person or through a lawyer 
of his own choosing with whom he can 
communicate freely and confidentially.

d. The right to the free assistance of a 
lawyer who will defend him if he cannot 
defend himself or if the interests of 
justice so require, and the right to the 
free assistance of an interpreter if he 
cannot understand or does not speak 
the language used in court.
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Every human being is entitled to 
inviolability and the protection of his 
good name and honour during his life 
and after his death. The state and society 
shall protect his remains and burial place 
(Cairo Declaration).

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks 
upon his honor and reputation. Everyone 
has the right to the protection of the 
law against such interference or attacks 
(Universal Declaration of Human  
Rights 12).

“You who believe, do not let one (set of) 
people make fun of another set. Do not 
defame one another. Do not insult by 
using nicknames. And do not backbite or 
speak ill of one another” (49:11-12).

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or 
unlawful interference with regard to his 
privacy, family, home or correspondence, 
nor to unlawful attacks on his honour or 
his reputation (Arab Charter on Human 
Rights 21:1).

“The person who goes about with 
calumnies will never enter Paradise” 
(Prophet Muhammad PBUH).

“Truly your blood, your property, and 
your honor are inviolable” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).

“A true believer does not taunt or cure 
or abuse or talk indecently” (Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH).
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