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SOCIOL 4K03: GLOBAL FAMILY AND SEXUAL POLITICS 
Fall, 2011 

 
 

Monday: 2:30-5:20pm, PC/335 
 
 
Professor: Dr. Melanie Heath   Office hours: M 1:00-2:00 pm; Th 3:00-4:00pm 
Office: KTH 638     (or by appointment) 
Email: mheath@mcmaster.ca   Office phone: 905-525-9140 ext. 23620 
 
 
Course Description 
This class will examine how globalization affects the ways in which family and sexualities are 
imagined, regulated and experienced through a sociological lens. The course engages major 
political debates on global issues of sexual diversity, HIV/AIDS, transracial and transnational 
families and inequality; gay/lesbian and transgendered identities; marriage—same-sex, 
polygamous, and arranged forms; abstinence and sex education; and contraception and abortion. 
 
Course Requirements 
This seminar will teach you how to use your sociological imagination to think critically about the 
global aspects of social change in relation to family and sexualities. It is a seminar and is not 
lecture based. I will give mini-lectures, ask questions, and challenge students' claims; however, 
class discussion will be an intellectual exchange. You are expected to prepare for and participate 
in all class discussions. In addition to class participation, the course requirements include: two 
student-led discussions, a 15-17 page final research paper, and a final paper presentation. All 
written work should follow the style standards of the ASA. It should be double-spaced, in a 
12-point font, with page numbers and appropriate citations for all sources. 
 
Weekly reading and participation. Students are expected to attend every class meeting having 
thoughtfully completed the readings and be prepared to participate actively in discussion. Every 
week, each student must come prepared with a brief summary of the readings, including 
questions/topics to discuss. Bring two copies of the summary, one copy (can be electronic) to 
refer to during class discussion and one to turn in to me at the beginning of class. I will accept 
one summary after an absence that can be turned in the following week. 
 
Student-led Discussions. The first hour of class each week will be led by a group of students. 
These presentations should NOT summarize the assigned readings, but should use course 
materials to present debates and facilitate discussion. As a class on global politics, we will draw 
heavily on world news and information. Each student leading the class should present a relevant 
world news stories concerning the topic of their presentation (if there are three students 
presenting, the presentation should include the use of at least three news items).  
 
Class Exam: The class exam will consist of multiple-choice questions. You are responsible for 
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materials covered in student-led presentations, lectures, and assigned readings. The midterm will 
be held on November 28 and during regular class hours. Further information about the test will 
be posted on Avenue To Learn (A2L) about a week before it is held. 
 
Seminar Paper: For the final research paper, you will do original research on an issue we have 
covered in class on the global politics of family and sexualities. You will work together in a 
group to gather data to conduct a textual analysis of a primary source, such as a website that 
deals with your topic, news coverage of your topic, or a film, art work, photography, etc. Groups 
will be based on topics of interest, and together the group will decide on the range of data to 
gather and analyze. You will then use this data to write your own 15-17 page research paper that 
will include a research question, a literature review, a methods section, and a data analysis 
section. This may sound a little overwhelming, but don’t let this drive you away from the 
course! The final hour of each class will be conducted as a writing seminar for students to 
discuss their projects and to provide each other feedback on their topic and drafts. I will pass out 
a detailed sheet with instructions for the final paper and examples of topics/types of data. You 
will turn in a draft of your Literature Review and Analysis, which will constitute 20% of your 
final grade (10% for each assignment).  Your final paper will be worth 40% of your final grade. 
Writing a research paper will give practice designing a research project and developing analytic 
and writing skills. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
Marks will be assigned for each course requirement, as follows: 

Seminar participation    15%  
Leading class    15% 
Literature Review Assignment: 10%  Due Oct. 31 
Analysis Assignment:   10%  Due Nov. 21 
Class Exam:    20%  In Class on Nov. 28 (Study guide will be  

passed out on Nov. 14) 
Final seminar papers:   30% Due Dec. 7 by 7pm 
 

Required Readings 
The following required readings are available at Titles Bookstore: 

• The No-nonsense Guide To Sexual Diversity, Vanessa Baird, Between the Lines Press, 
2007. 

• Unhitched: Love, Marriage, and Family Values From West Hollywood to Western China, 
Judith Stacey, New York University Press, 2011.  

• Global Woman: Nannies, Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy, Barbara 
Ehrenreich, Metropolitan Books, 2002. 

The remaining assigned readings can be downloaded as a pdf file. The links are available in 
Avenue to Learn (A2L). 
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Other Requirements and Expectations 
You should be aware that some of the topics we will cover are of a sensitive nature (e.g., 
sexuality, rape).  In spite of their sensitive nature, it is important that these topics be addressed.  
 
Classroom Etiquette: Please act respectfully and courteously toward all members of the class.  
This means not reading newspapers during class, not using cell phones (cell phones and pagers 
should be turned off during class meetings), not engaging in conversations with your classmates 
unless told to do so, not sleeping, and so forth.  The instructor reserves the option of deducting 
points from your grade for persistent disrespectful behavior.  
 
Computer use in the classroom is intended to facilitate learning in that particular lecture or 
tutorial.  At the discretion of the instructor, students using a computer for any other purpose may 
be required to turn the computer off for the remainder of the lecture or tutorial. 
 
Late Assignments: The McMaster Student Absence Form (http://www.mcmaster.ca/msaf/) is a 
self reporting tool for Undergraduate Students to report absences that last up to 5 days and 
provides the ability to request accommodation for any missed academic work.  Please note, this 
tool cannot be used during any final examination period. 
 
You may submit a maximum of 1 Academic Work Missed request per term.  It is YOUR 
responsibility to follow up with your instructor immediately regarding the nature of the 
accommodation. 
 
If you are absent more than 5 days, exceed 1 request per term, or are absent for a reason other 
than medical, you MUST visit your Associate Dean’s Office (Faculty Office).  You may be 
required to provide supporting documentation. This form should be filled out when you are about 
to return to class after your absence. 
 
In the absence of a vetted excuse, late assignments will be marked down 5 percentage points for 
each day late. 
 
Accommodations 
I am committed to making appropriate accommodations for students' observance of religious 
holidays. Please contact me as early in the term as possible to make individual arrangements. 
I am also committed to working with students with disabilities to make individualized 
accommodations according to your specific needs. All such arrangements must be made through 
the Centre for Student Development. Please drop by Professor Heath's office hours at the 
beginning of the term to make individual arrangements and to complete the necessary 
paperwork. All details regarding accommodation arrangements will be kept strictly confidential. 
 
Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means 
and can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit 
with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: "Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty"), 
and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. 
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It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on 
the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, 
specifically Appendix 3, located at 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec/policy/AcademicIntegrity.pdf 
 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 
1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has 
been obtained (not giving proper credit to your sources).  
2. Improper collaboration in group work. 
3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
 
Departmental/ University Policies 
Do NOT fax assignments.  Please see your instructor for the most appropriate way to submit 
assignments. 
 
The Sociology staff do NOT date-stamp assignments, nor do they monitor the submission or 
return of papers.  
 
Students should check the web, the white board and the Undergraduate Bulletin board outside 
the Sociology office (KTH-627) for notices pertaining to Sociology classes or departmental 
business (eg. class scheduling information, location of mailboxes and offices, tutorial 
information, class cancellations, TA job postings, etc.). 
 
The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term.  
The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme 
circumstances.  If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and 
communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment 
on changes.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her McMaster email and course 
websites weekly during the term and to note any changes. 
 
Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail 
communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, 
must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account.  This policy protects 
confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure 
that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account.  If an instructor becomes 
aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at 
his or her discretion. 
 
Email Forwarding in MUGSI: 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/uts/support/email/emailforward.html 
*Forwarding will take effect 24-hours after students complete the process at the above link 
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Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
Sept. 12:  Introduction to the course 
 
Sept. 19: Setting the Stage:  Theorizing Globalization 
What is globalization and what is its impact on conceptions of human rights and equality? How do we 
think about Modernity(ies)? Postmodernity? 

•  Globalization & Inequalities: Complexity and Contested Modernities, Sylvia Walby, pp. 
1-56 (A2L) 
 

Sept. 26: Theorizing Sexual Diversity 
How do we define gender and sexuality? What is the relationship between religion, science, and 
sexuality? How has globalization shaped the identities of sexual orientation, transgender, and intersex? 

• The No-nonsense Guide To Sexual Diversity, Vanessa Baird, pp. 5-84; 97-141. 
 
Oct. 3: Global Family Politics: Same-sex Intimacies 
How do we define family? What are the global and economic conditions of family life in the early 21st 
century? How do same-sex intimacies challenge mainstream ideas about family, love, and intimacy? 

• Unhitched, Judith Stacey, pp. 1-48.  
• The No-nonsense Guide To Sexual Diversity, Vanessa Baird, pp. 85-96. 

 
Oct. 10: NO CLASS; HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
 
Oct. 17: The Challenge of Same-sex Parenting 
Is gender important to parenting? Do children need both a mother and a father? How is same-sex 
parenting similar/different to other types of parenting? 

• Unhitched, Judith Stacey, pp. 49-88. 
• “How Does the Gender of Parents Matter?” Judith Stacey and Tim Biblarz, 2009, Journal 

of Marriage and Family 72: 3 – 22 (A2L) 
• **PARAGRAPH DESCRIBING DATA DUE** 

 
Oct. 24: Globalization, Sexuality, and the Web 
How has the World Wide Web impacted sexuality? What are the positive and negative effects of the web 
on global queer sexualities? 

• “Queer Webs: Representations of LGBT People and Communities on the World Wide 
Web.” Jonathan Alexander, 2002, International Journal of Sexuality and Gender Studies 
7: 77-84. (A2L) 

• Under the Rainbow Flag: Webbing Global Gay Identities.” Bettina Heinz, et al. 2002, 
International Journal of Sexuality and Gender Studies 7: 107-124. (A2L) 

• “The Newhalf Net: Japan’s ‘Intermediate Sex’ On-Line.” Mark McLelland, 2002, 
International Journal of Sexuality and Gender Studies 7: 163-175. (A2L) 

• “’Behind the Mask’: An African Gay-Affirmative Website.” Jonathan Alexander, 2002, 
International Journal of Sexuality and Gender Studies 7: 227-234. (A2L) 
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Oct. 31: Sex Trafficking, Prostitution, AIDS 
How do (can) we distinguish between trafficking and prostitution as a form of work? What is the impact 
of AIDS on women who sell sex? 

• “Selling Sex for Visa,” Denise Brennan, pp. 154-168 in Global Woman. 
• “Because She Looks Like a Child,” Kevin Bales, pp. 207-229 in Global Woman. 
• “‘It’s Just Acting’: Sex Workers’ Strategies for Capitalizing on Sexuality,” Teela 

Sanders, 2005, Gender, Work and Organization 12: 319-342. (A2L) 
Guest Speaker: Heather Jarvis of SlutWalk. 
**LITERATURE REVIEW ASSIGNMENT DUE** 
 
Nov. 7: Competing Values and Rights 
Whose values are at stake in regulating religion, culture, and sexuality in the case of polygamy? How 
should governments adjudicate competing values? 

• Unhitched, Judith Stacey, pp. 89-151. 
• “The Other Side of the Veil: North African Women in France Respond to the Headscarf 

Affair.” Caitlin Killian, 2003, Gender & Society 17: 567-590. (A2L) 
 
Nov. 14: Tradition and Modernization: Marriage, Commodification, and Sexuality 
How are traditional cultures and family forms threatened by globalization?  

• Unhitched, Judith Stacey, pp. 152-187. 
• “The Commodification of Intimacy: Marriage, Sex, and Reproductive Labor.” Nicole 

Constable, 2009, Annual Review of Anthropology 38:49–64. (A2L) 
 
Nov. 21: Global Gender Inequality: Nannies and Maids 
Do migrant nannies and maids represent a modern day version of slavery?  

• “Love and Gold,” Arlie Russell Hochschild, pp. 15-30 in Global Woman. 
• “The Care Crisis in the Philippines: Children and Transnational Families in the New 

Global Economy.” Rhacel Salazar Parrenas, pp. 39-54 in Global Woman. 
• “Maid to Order.” Barbara Ehrenreich. pp. 85-103 in Global Woman. 
• “America’s Dirty Work: Migrant Maids and Modern-Day Slavery,” Joy M. Zarembka, 

pp. 142-153 in Global Woman. 
• **METHODS ASSIGNMENT DUE** 

 
Nov. 28: **CLASS EXAM** 
 
Dec. 5: Arranged Marriage, Global Markets, and Multiculturalism 
What are the tensions in liberal democracies for incorporating family practices and traditions from other cultures? 

• “The Arranged Marriage of Ana Maria Cioaba, Intra-Community Oppression and 
Romani Feminist Ideals: Transcending the ‘Primitive Culture’ Argument.” Alexandra 
Oprea, 2005, European Journal of Women's Studies 12: 133-14 (A2L) 

• “Clashing Dreams: Highly Educated Overseas Brides and Low-Wage U.S. Husbands.” 
Thai, Hung Cam, pp. 230-253 in Global Woman. 

• “The Limits of Multicultural Tolerance?” Patricia Ehrkamp, 2010, Space and Polity 14: 
13–32. (A2L) 

**FINAL PAPER DUE DEC 12, 2011 BY 7PM; EMAIL A COPY TO: mheath@mcmaster.ca** 


