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Thank you Professor Ruth Wedgwood for these kind remarks. And thank you Dean 
Vali Nasr, Dean Harrington, and Dean Kunka for your support of our work at The 
Protection Project.  
 
And on behalf of The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University School 
of Advanced International Studies, I would like to welcome our distinguished 
guests, ambassadors, embassy representatives, human rights advocates, SAIS 
students and staff to the Eighth Annual Human Rights Symposium. 
 
In case you missed one of the previous seven symposiums, here are the issues that 
we covered.  
 

• Child sex trafficking and child pornography 
 

• Incorporating human trafficking into human rights curricula in universities 
 

• Economics of human trafficking 
 

• Human trafficking as a form of violence against women 
 

• 10 years of the UN Protocol on Trafficking and the U.S. Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act 
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• The five elements of civil society: academic institutions, corporations, 
media, NGOs and religious institutions 

 
• The prosecution of human trafficking 

 
And in case you are planning on joining us for the ninth annual conference, mark 
your calendar, Wednesday November 5th, 2014. 
 
And our topic will be sharing best practices in combating human trafficking.  
 
I believe this is the phase that we have to emphasize in the anti-trafficking 
movement.  
 
We have to examine what we have accomplished, share experiences, learn from 
each other, and see what works and what should be reconsidered.  
 

• Perhaps it is a good idea to provide tax exemptions to corporations 
employing rehabilitated victims of trafficking, such as in Kosovo 
 

• Perhaps it is a good idea to teach students who are studying tourism 
something about child sex tourism, such as in France 
 

• Perhaps it is a good idea to issue fatwas stating that religion prohibits human 
exploitation and human trafficking, such as in Qatar, Jordan, and Kuwait 
 

• And perhaps it is a good idea to support NGOs who are providing small 
business loans to victims of trafficking to start a new life upon their return to 
their countries of origin, such as in Germany 
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But our issue this year is domestic work as a form of human trafficking. 
 
53 million, as the ILO is telling us, of whom 83 percent are women and girls. 
 
Undervalued, invisible, disadvantaged, and particularly vulnerable to employment 
discrimination and abuse of basic human rights. 
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A very serious problem everywhere. 
 
Here in the United States, they come from Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala, 
Thailand, and the Philippines. 
 
Diplomats sometimes abuse domestic workers and as you all know, the U.S. court 
decision is that the Trafficking Victims Protection Act does not prevail over the 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act.  
 
And that is why the TVPA was changed, shifting the focus from prosecution to 
prevention and allowing the Secretary of State not to issue an A-3 visa for a 
diplomatic mission or an international organization if one of their employees 
abused a domestic worker and nothing was done about it.  
 
Also on the national level, countries are responding to the problem.  
 
Saudi Arabia just passed a regulation recognizing rights of domestic workers and 
denying an employer the right to employ a domestic worker for 3 years if there is a 
proof of abuse and in case of repeating such abuse 3 times, he may not be able to 
employ domestic workers at all.  
 
On the international level, ILO 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers was 
adopted, establishing for the first time a bill of rights for domestic workers.  
 
A bill of rights based upon a basic premise: domestic workers must receive equal 
treatment as workers generally. 
 
Domestic workers must enjoy the same rights that are enjoyed by all workers.  
 
But only 10 countries have ratified the convention. These are Bolivia, Germany, 
Uruguay, the Philippines, Guyana, Italy, Mauritius, Nicaragua, Paraguay, and 
South Africa.  
 
So from the podium of SAIS to the ambassadors of the countries represented 
today, I would like to send this email on behalf of our females.  
 
Dear Mr. Ambassador, I hope this correspondence finds you well. Please ratify 
ILO 189.  
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And here at SAIS we pay attention to international law and international human 
rights law. 
 
Thanks to Professor Ruth Wedgwood, an international human rights clinic was 
established in January 2012 in collaboration between the international law and 
organizations program and The Protection Project.  
 
Mark your calendars. We are organizing our 3rd Annual Conference on Clinical 
Education in Morocco on February 24-25, 2014.  
 

• Here at Sais, in the first semester of the clinic, we drafted a model law on the 
rights of the elderly. Now the United Nations is considering a convention on 
the rights of the elderly, and we proudly sent our model law to be considered 
by the United Nations  
 

• In the second semester we asked our students to interview corporations to 
inquire into corporate social responsibilities in corporate America  
 

Mark your calendar. We are organizing our 2nd Regional Conference on CSR in 
Jordan On April 20-21, 2014.  

 
• This last semester our students traveled to the Philippines and Kuwait in a 

fact-finding mission inquiring into the status of protection of migrant 
domestic workers  

 
You have a copy of the report. You also have a copy of 100 best practices on the 
protection of migrant workers that my students drafted in the international human 
trafficking course that I teach here at SAIS every spring.  
 
And I as mentioned, we will be discussing best practices when we meet next year, 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014. 
 
If you want to share a best practice with us, kindly send it to Anna or Elaine or 
Julia or Dina or Mandy or Jennifer or Olga. 
 
I would like to thank all of them for making this program and all programs of The 
Protection Project possible.  
 
For now I want to thank you for being part of this year’s symposium.  
Special thanks to our three great moderators: 
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• Laura Lederer, the founder of this great human rights institution The 
Protection Project 
 

• Linda Smith, who is doing wonderful work at Shared Hope International 
 

• And Michele Clark, who contributed to the success of The Protection 
Project.  

 
 Thank you. 


